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Dear Class of 2022,

Today we are here to celebrate you — the members of the Johnson & Wales 
University graduating Class of 2022. This day marks the culmination of your 
journey defined by hard work, resilience and the courage to keep going through 
unprecedented times. Congratulations on arriving at this moment!

Earning your graduate degree is an extraordinary achievement. As you prepare to 
cross the stage today to receive your diploma, take a moment to think about all of 
the people who helped you get here — your family and friends, your professors, 
advisors, mentors and staff. We are so proud of what you have accomplished.

Over the past two years, you have pursued your education during a global 
pandemic that has reset the course of history, disrupted our economy and 

reshaped our lives. I remain in awe of how you have nimbly adjusted to so much change and 
uncertainty, and how you continue to adapt to meet the challenges of our time.   

The education and opportunities you have experienced while attending Johnson & Wales University 
have prepared you for what lies ahead. I know that you will embrace the future with the purpose and 
determination you have shown throughout your time at JWU. 

Your feeling of belonging to the Providence Campus will deepen over time as you benefit from your 
Johnson & Wales degree and alumni connections. You will always have a home at JWU. You are 
Wildcats for life. As an alumna myself, I am humbled to be a part of this remarkable JWU alumni 
family.

Now, it is time to make your mark on the world. Like so many who have come before you at JWU,  
I know you will find success in your professional pursuits. 

On behalf of the entire university community, we are so grateful you chose JWU and wish you all the 
best for a bright future.

With warm regards,

Marie Bernardo-Sousa, LP.D., ’92 
President, Providence Campus
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JOHNSON & WALES UNIVERSITY: FUTURE LEADERS START HERE

Founded in 1914, Johnson & Wales University is a private, nonprofit, accredited institution with nearly 8,700 graduate, 
undergraduate and online students at its campuses in Providence, Rhode Island and Charlotte, North Carolina. An 
innovative educational leader, the university offers undergraduate and graduate degree programs in arts and sciences, 
business, engineering, food innovation, hospitality, nutrition, and health and wellness. It also offers undergraduate 
programs in culinary arts, dietetics and design. JWU’s unique model provides students with the personalized attention, 
academic expertise and industry connections that inspire professional success and personal growth. The time students 
spend at JWU is nothing short of transformative, as demonstrated by career outcomes, expected earnings and economic 
mobility rankings. The university’s impact is global, with alumni in 125 countries pursuing careers worldwide. For more 
information, visit jwu.edu.

A COMPREHENSIVE UNIVERSITY

As an innovative and comprehensive university, Johnson & Wales University is committed to preparing students for 
careers and leadership in diverse industries. The university is invested in supporting every student’s journey to fulfilling 
their academic potential, professional ambitions and personal aspirations. 

Johnson & Wales continues to be a prominent global leader in the academic sphere, with a robust international and 
national student population. Today we are honored to host international students representing 65 countries, an integral 
part of our university’s dynamic community. High-impact, engaged learning is at the heart of what the university does, 
including the opportunities we offer for students to participate in the 56 study abroad and exchange programs in 31 
countries. 

The university is powered by a belief that every student deserves a high-quality education that can prepare them for 
success in a meaningful career. The university prioritizes a teacher-scholar model and celebrates scholarship and 
research. The community nurtures an academic culture that embodies discovery, creativity and intellectual curiosity. 
Our faculty strive to instill in our graduates adaptable thinking, professionalism and the quest for lifelong learning. It is 
in this spirit that we send our 2022 graduates into the world, eager to see how they will make their own indelible marks 
on industry, academia, government and community.

v v v 
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Order of Exercises

PROCESSION

Commencement Marshal — Michael R. Fein, Ph.D., dean, John Hazen White College of Arts & Sciences  
Commencement Marshal — Mary J. Meixell, Ph.D., dean, College of Business 
Commencement Marshal — Laura Galligan, Ph.D., dean, College of Health & Wellness  
Commencement Marshal — David R. Cartwright, Ed.D., CPA, dean, College of Professional Studies 
Candidates for Degrees 
Faculty of the Colleges 
Platform Party led by Mace Bearer — Richard Wiscott, Ph.D., provost

WELCOME

Marie Bernardo-Sousa, LP.D., ’92, president, Providence Campus

NATIONAL ANTHEM

Kim M. Frenze

PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS

Marie Bernardo-Sousa

CLASS OF 2022 STUDENT ADDRESS

Melissa Denton ’22 Ed.D.

GREETINGS FROM THE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

Kurt Heissenbuttel, LP.D., ’05, head of manager and leader excellence, Fidelity Investments

PRESENTATION OF HONORARY DEGREE CANDIDATE

Richard Wiscott

CONFERRAL OF HONORARY DEGREE

Robert Bruce Stiles ’80, founding principal and managing director, RobertDouglas 
Conferred by Mim L. Runey, LP.D., chancellor

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS

Robert Bruce Stiles ’80, ’22 Hon.

PRESENTATION OF DOCTORAL AND GRADUATE DEGREE CANDIDATES

Richard Wiscott

CONFERRAL OF DOCTORAL AND GRADUATE DEGREES

Mim L. Runey

RECESSIONAL
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Student Speaker

MELISSA DENTON ’22 Ed.D.

Doctor of Education

Melissa Denton began her teaching career in 1990 as a special educator in a residential special education school in 
Rhode Island before transitioning a year later to Westerly Public Schools as a middle school special educator. She held 
numerous leadership positions there before joining the Narragansett School System in 2020 as their director of student 
services. Early in her career, she worked with colleagues to develop the strategies to give her students with moderate 
disabilities access to the general education classroom with their peers by co-teaching. She shared these experiences of 
inclusive education locally and nationwide by offering workshops, speaking at national conferences, and publishing 
articles.

An adjunct professor in JWU’s M.A.T. program, Denton has served as a fellow for the Rhode Island Department of 
Education and earned her National Board Certification as an Exceptional Needs Specialist in 2006. She is an active 
member of the Association of Rhode Island Administrators of Special Education where she serves on the Mentorship 
Program Committee and the executive board as the secretary. She is a mother of two children, Kelsey and Garrett. She is 
also the proud “Gigi” to her granddaughter, Leah. 

Alumni Speaker

KURT HEISSENBUTTEL, LP.D., ’05

Head of Manager & Leader Excellence 
Fidelity Investments

Kurt Heissenbuttel, LP.D., graduated in 2005 from the Providence Campus with a Bachelor of Science degree in  
Sports/Event/Entertainment Management. He was a student assistant as well as a member of the Collegiate 
Ambassador Team and JA’s Achievers Speakers Corps. Upon graduation, he held the role of event manager at The 
Biltmore Estate before returning to JWU to pursue a position in external communications. Heissenbuttel continued 
his career in higher education at Northeastern University where he held a variety of roles from marketing and 
programming, to domestic and international recruitment. He led a team of admissions professionals that recruited, 
selected and enrolled Northeastern’s undergraduate class. He joined Fidelity in 2016 as the vice president of university 
relations; today as head of manager and leader excellence, he and his team are responsible for assessing and developing 
the skills and capabilities of Fidelity’s 7,000+ managers and leaders. Heissenbuttel holds a master in education degree 
in higher education from Suffolk University and a doctorate of law and policy from Northeastern University.
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Honorary Degree Recipient

ROBERT BRUCE STILES ’80

Doctor of Business Administration

A proud JWU graduate, Robert Bruce Stiles is a founding principal and managing 
director of the national hotel investment banking platform, RobertDouglas, based 
in California. He specializes in structuring and executing capital solutions for 
investors and owners of hotel real estate and brand and management platforms. 

Prior to his role at RobertDouglas, Stiles was the co-head of the National 
Hospitality Group at Cushman & Wakefield Sonnenblick-Goldman. Before 
joining Sonnenblick-Goldman, he was a founding partner and group managing 
director of HorwathHTL in Hong Kong and Singapore, where he spent 15 
years responsible for advising both U.S. and Asian clients on over $5 billion in 
development, finance and investment transactions across Asia.

Stiles is a recipient of the Jack A. Shaffer National Financial Advisor of the Year Award, serves on 
the International Advisory Board of HOTELS Investment Outlook magazine, and is the founder of 
HICAP (HICAPconference.com), Asia’s premiere hotel investment conference in Hong Kong. He has 
an Associate in Science degree in Culinary Arts from Johnson & Wales University and a bachelor of 
science degree with a focus in development and finance from Cornell University’s School of Hotel 
Administration.
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ANDREA ELYSSE BLAIR
Teacher Perceptions of their Online High School Mathematics Course Instruction During the COVID-19 Pandemic

B.A., M.S., The University of North Carolina at Wilmington
Major Advisor: Stacey L. Kite, DBA

JENNIFER LYNN BOULAY
Acting in the Academy: The Lived Experience of Female Interim Leaders in Higher Education

A.A., Bristol Community College; B.A., M.P.A., Brown University
Major Advisor: Felice D. Billups, Ed.D.

LYDIA BEA CAMARA
The Glass Ceiling in the Academy: Lived Experiences of Female College Presidents

B.S., Johnson & Wales University; MBA, University of Phoenix
Major Advisor: Felice D. Billups, Ed.D.

MELISSA SUE DENTON
Specially Designed Instruction: Regulations Require It But Are Beginning Special Educators Ready to Provide It?

B.S., M.Ed., Rhode Island College
Major Advisor: Victor Mercurio, Ed.D

KEVIN J. MCNAMARA
Principals’ Perceptions of Social Media and Its Influence on School Climate in Small Northeastern States

B.A., M.Ed., Providence College
Major Advisor: Stacey L. Kite, DBA

ANGELINA MARIE O'BRIEN MEDEIROS
Insights into Leadership: An Exploration of Information Technology and Institutional Research  

and Their Contributions to Data Governance
B.A., Providence College; M.A., C.A.G.S., Rhode Island College  

Major Advisor: Jack R. Warner, Ed.D.

ALEXANDRA ATKINS LYNN PULEO
COVID-19 Emergency Remote Teaching: Urban Educators’ Self-Efficacy and Perceptions  

Teaching English Language Arts to Multilingual Learners
B.S., M.Ed., Rhode Island College

Major Advisor: Victor Mercurio, Ed.D.

WILLIAM JACKSON REILLY
The Relationship Between Data-Informed Decision Making and Teacher Collaboration

B.S., Stonehill College; M.Ed., Rhode Island College
Major Advisor: Stacey L. Kite, DBA

ELIZABETH ELAINE FISHER SULLIVAN
Equity & Online Higher Education: An Explanatory Mixed Methods Study of Innovation Adoption, Inter-Rater Reliability, 

and Perceptions of the Peralta Online Equity Rubric
B.A., M.A., University of Rhode Island 

Major Advisor: Stacey L. Kite, DBA

Doctor of Education in Educational Leadership 
Degree Recipients
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MORGAN ALEXANDRIA BLOUNT
Crisis Leadership: An Examination of Effective Leadership Styles and Mindset

Major Advisor: Karen Silva, Ph.D.

STEVE CANNELLA
Personality-Based Career Exploration: Developing a Talent Compass

Major Advisor: Kristen Regine, DBA

 BRYAN JAMES COLEMAN
Investigating the Influences of Leadership Style on Job Burnout and Employee Turnover Intentions in Public Accounting

Major Advisor: Julie Bilodeau, DBA

DAMON WAYNARD JOHNSON
Followers’ Age-Based and Culture-Based Perceptions of Leadership and Follower Effectiveness  

in Information Technology Organizations
Major Advisor: Letta Campbell, D.M.

HEATHER L. KUHNS
The Influence of Non-Profit Social Media Messaging

Major Advisor: Michelle Rego, Ph.D.

DIEAGO MILLER
Leadership Style and Its Influence on Employee Engagement in the Non-Alcoholic Beverage Industry 

Major Advisor: Donald Schoffstall, Ph.D.

TIFFANY NGUYEN
The Exploration of Employee Experience (EX), Happiness and Performance: Is There a Relationship?

Major Advisor: Julie Bilodeau, DBA

Doctor of Business Administration 
Degree Recipients



10

Doctor of Occupational Therapy 
Degree Recipients

LIA ROSE CUCINOTTA
The Impact of Assistive Technology on Social-Emotional Learning from a Teacher Perspective

B.A.S., University of Rhode Island
Major Advisor: Nancy Dooley, Ph.D., OTR/L, CDP

LYDIA GRACE GRUBER
Development of a Career Program for Adults with Developmental Disabilities

B.A.S., Miami University — Oxford
Major Advisor: Rebecca Simon, Ed.D., OTR/L, FAOTA

JESSICA ANN KARCHER
Sensory Education for Staff Working in an Adult Day Habilitation Center

B.S., University of New England 
Major Advisor: Nancy Dooley, Ph.D., OTR/L, CDP

MATTHEW KARL LICHTER
Parental Perspective on Functional Behavior Post Hippotherapy

B.A., University of Northern Colorado 
Major Advisor: Rebecca Simon, Ed.D., OTR/L, FAOTA

SUKHMAN KAUR MATHARU
Improving Teacher Knowledge of Sensory Strategies in Elementary Classrooms

B.S., Fitchburg State University 
Major Advisor: Rebecca Simon, Ed.D., OTR/L, FAOTA

KIMBERLI JOY MURPHY*
Reliability Testing and Implementation of the ASSIST Functional Performance Index

B.S., Franklin Pierce University; M.S., Canisius College
Major Advisor: Andrea Fairman, Ph.D., OTR/L, CPRP

KELLY ANN O’BRIEN
Improving the Health and Wellbeing of Mothers of Children with Disabilities

B.S., Virginia Commonwealth University 
Major Advisor: Nancy Dooley, Ph.D., OTR/L, CDP

EMILY JEAN RINDERMANN
The Impact of Senior Center Programming to Enhance Community Mobility

B.S., California Polytechnic State University — San Luis Obispo
Major Advisor: Nancy Dooley, Ph.D., OTR/L, CDP

LEILA CLAIRE SCHAPER
Development of Site-Specific Programming and Policies to Support Level II Fieldwork in a Role-Emerging Practice Area

B.S., Pennsylvania State University 
Major Advisor: Jennifer Swanberg, Ph.D., OTR/L
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* Post May Graduate

ASHIKA SANJIV SHAH
Transition to Motherhood: Importance of Occupational Balance in Working Moms

B.S., Simmons College 
Major Advisor: Jennifer Swanberg, Ph.D., OTR/L

JULIA ELIZABETH TESTORI
At-Home Educational Resources for Caregivers of Children with Feeding Difficulties

B.A., University of Connecticut
Major Advisor: Rebecca Simon, Ed.D., OTR/L, FAOTA
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Anastasia Elyse Allfather
Lauren Elizabeth Berube
Michelle Olukemi Bland
Dana Snowden Blumer
Megan Rose Botton
Amanda Boyle
Lindsey Leigh Brown
Alexa Marie Carten
Chelsea Jayne Convissar
Alyssa Nicole Dendary
Sarah Di
Sean Thomas Foley

Brittany Tyler Genest
Jessica Michelle Hitte
Sara Elizabeth Hunt
Jordan Elizabeth Jutras
Sean Thomas Kacerosky
Claire Alyse Kondrotas
Nicholas Kuttner
Alyssa Elena Lamond
Devin Joseph Luce
Justin David Margolies
Colby Michael Masse
Peter McBride

Ellie Hyein Nam
Destini Jazlyn Quinones
Spencer John Rabidou
Christina Nicole Ramirez
Brittany Laura Rawlins
Grecia Restituyo
Olivia Victoria Smith
Clemmie Jo Taets
Victoria Amelia Teixeira
Nathan Albert Wigton Bell

Master of Arts in Teaching 
Degree Recipients

Master of Education 
Degree Recipients

Juliet Lynn Faas
Kayla Makenzie Feathers
Matthew Robert Hall

Elizabeth Leah Johnson
Shakira De’vondra McBride
Gianna M. Penta

Seong Woo Shin
William S. Wallbank
Shensheng Wang

Steve Louis Alves Jr.
Vency Adolfo Beato
Christine DaSilva
Lila Caroline Hawryluk

Alyssa Ann Lewis
Gretchen Lee Petrie
Nicole Alexis Pronk
Scott Michael Rollins

Cortney Kendra Salvucci-Kingsley
Kristin L. Schmiedeknecht
Dillon Robert Sheridan
Oscar Geovanny Trochez Jr. 

Molly Fox
Gabrielle Maya Hatem
Nicole J. Palermo
Josephine M. Sanky-Santilli

Sofia Olinda Silva
Philip Jose DaSilva Torres
Robert Sumner Turne 

CULINARY ARTS EDUCATION

TEACHING & LEARNING

TEACHER EDUCATION

Master of Science in Physician Assistant Studies  
Degree Recipients

v v v

v v v

Business/Secondary Special Education

Joy Hennessey 
Raymond Victor Soccio Jr. 

Elementary/Elementary Special Education
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Master of Business Administration  
Degree Recipients

Tristan Adonis
Lianna Jovanina Amadis
Gamy Ambroise
Kirtee K. Arora
Andrew M. Badway
Swapna Balreddygari
Alexander Thomas Booth
Breann Laura Bouley
Jorja Jayne Brown
Noah David Carrillo
Raymond Nicholas Chalhoub
Darling Elisa Chavez
Marissa Clanton
Karen Eileen Cogelia
Joseph Francis Concannon
David W. Daggett
Maria Daikh
Ryan A. Danna
Kenneth Deacon
Brian Nicholas DeAlmeida
Tehesh Haile Degena
Jose H. Diaz
Fernanda Diaz Valdes
Ashley Dichristofaro
Diamond Monique Dinkins
Javone Duarte
Jennifer Durandisse
Sarah Christina Duryea
Rachael Marie Easter
Alexandria Marie Eshelman
Matthew A. Fannon
Diego Armando Fernandez

Michelle Carolynne Finlay
Anedriana Iandy Franck
Antia Frias
Elissa Amanda Frye
Kelly Gardner
John A. Gesualdi Jr.
Dejhan Terrell Griffith
Alexandra Kaplan Hamilton
Mia Shanae Harris
Valentino M. Henry Jr.
Joie Herbst
Jacob M. Hernandez
Max Austin Hodge
Jennifer Horsfield
Zehua Hu
Gevalio Phillipe James
Leiquan Lavina Jeremiah
Corinne M. Jessup
Bradley J. Kestler
Kim Vichinny Khoy
Mitchell King Lane
Joseph Anthony Maracic
Rosa Eduviges Martinez
Bailey Elizabeth McCormick
Nicholas L. Medeiros
Dion Jonathan Ming
Justin Lane Mitlehner
Lauren Moran
Nicholas J. Mosomillo
Julia Aleksandrovna Nefedova
Jeffrey Luis Neto
Michelle Inez Oliveira

Nayaira Eliz Ortiz
Katelyn Renee Parente
Erin Lashawn Perry
Shanelle Diba Pierre
Melissa Ashley Purnell
Nicholas Philip Ray
Matthew Lavelle Reamer
Kara Jolene Roberts
Henry Rodriguez
Christopher Rosa
Ruth Rubi
Hannah Elaine Rusk
Bethsaida Santos
John Fred-Micheal Sapia
Anandita Sathyanarayana
Anne Patricia Shalvey
Zakiya Toneka Stewart
Rhonda Anne Van Cleve
Dilia Vidal
Michael Vuolo Jr.
Balil Walker
Chaohong Wang
Imani Mone’t Watson
T’Oni Lavon Winrow
Jennifer Wolfe
Bria Raquel Woodland
Haonan Wu
Burcin Turkkan Zencirli
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Hannah Ruth Beatrice
Gina Marie Browning
Emily Lauren Conaty
Katheryn M. Figueroa
Samantha Rose Greene

Nathan Jorge Lemos
Taylor Marsella
Geena Mink
Aquileidy Perez
Stephanie Saint-Juste

Diana Agnieszka Sekulski
Paige Crowe Trout
Clement Gilbert Vickers III

Claire Audrey Ahneman
Lauren Yujie Aspery
Christina Mary Bavaro
Lauren E. Bek
Emily Sirkin Brodeur
Joshua W. Brunk
Johana Marie Carrero
Jainell M. Corbitt
Diana Lynn Dorsey

Palmer Anne Duncan
Michael Stephen Estrin
Amanda Fletcher
Devin Skylar Ginas
Shayra Guaman
Sarah Christine Gurney
Matthew Shaw Heyert
Jennifer Alexis Jefferson
Xue Jin

Janine Pohorely
Sara Rachel Rozycki
Sara Jean Shevlin
Dalia Jamise Tucker
Alesha Monique Washington
Keyonna Tabel LaNia Williams
Julie Zamonski

Samantha Abdelslame
Veronica Baldwin
Leonides Beltran
Bridget Ann Bergin
Nicole Marie Blake
Jason Buckingham
Brittany J. Clybourn
Marissa DeAngelis

Cole Drew
Emiline Dacosta Gomes
Jordan Kameron Castille Gotch
Krystal L. Hall
Jessica Rae Hill
Audrey Nicole Hughes
Hannah Marie Johnson
Elizabeth Kay Macasadia

Morgan Quan
Angela Roche
Talia Courtney Saysay
Joceyline Thesia
Ashton Elizabeth Wade
Lazarria Tiyuna Wesley

Hailey Ann Daniels Katherine O’Loughlin

ACCOUNTING

EVENT LEADERSHIP

GLOBAL FASHION MERCHANDISING & MANAGEMENT

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION

Anthony Allyn Alexander
Nathalie Ann Arroyo
Kristin Marianne Badway
Christopher Billias
Kristin Lee Carlson
Michaela Julia Carn
Tuyen Chau
Shantina Marie Cochrane
Priscilla Anais Corado
Kyle David Couture
Fatoumata Derammeh
Jessica Keshia Desire
Lisa-Marie Digiulio
Heather Ann Easton

Ethan William Gervais
Aleesha Kristine Graham
Alena Gabrielle Harris
Rebecca Hirehal
Andrex Ibiza
Rome Johnson
Ronald Lee Johnson Jr.
Cheyenne M. Lee
Fantasia McIntyre
Natalie Bianca Mechanic
Benjamin Melendez
Carlee Jo Morgan
Joshua Michael Nerney
Dominique Parker

Stephen Mackenzie Patch
Daniel W. Przybylski
Stephanie Rodriguez
Joseph Thomas Simasek
Melissa Shelby Sinopoli
Brian Isaac Velasquez Vargas
Alexis Jade Lucille Ware
Robert Timothy Wilcox Jr.
Anessa Mary Wilde
Chunhai Xing
Sheldon J. Yee
Mukhammadali Yulchibaev

FINANCE
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Ahmed Sharaf A. Alsharif Sr.
Courtney Liguori Audette
Tori Simone Bannerman
David J. Baudier Jr.
Jonathan R. Bisset
Andrew Bonamassa
Andre Bongiorno
Sara J. Bowen
Christina Marie Bradshaw
Hailey Burke
Lauren Anne Carboni
Ismael Carrizales
Michael Sean Cattler
Ajay Rajinder Chadha
Ziheng Chen
Hee Sun Chung
Daniel Brian Coffroad
James Dennis Colleran
Daniela Coyt
Susan Braswell Crawford
Dominic Nicola Deik
Caroline Elizabeth Donahue
Michael Downie
Matthew Steven Feldbusch
Alexis Turner Freeman
Allison Lynn Gerdsmeier
Antonio Jose Gonzalez
Yasmin Grant
Emily Adel Guerrera

Keisha D. Harper
Alexa Marie Haynes
Chanel Destine Heslop
Dominique N. Hill
Danielle Rene Holmes
Joseph Holzberg
Wendy S. Houghton
Kaitlyn Elizabeth Hoy
Tzu Jung Huang
Shengdao Jin
Maxelle Audrey Johnson
Krystal Dominique Jones
Katelyn Ruth Kabana
Krista Kaczka
Sandra Danielle Kovinchick
Wai Shan Vivian Kwong
Thu Dang Lam
Chris Matthew Leuper
Chenyue Liu
Jay Liu
Caroline C. Love
Ashley Nicole Massie
Heather Mcshane
Michael Andrew Meadows II
Ryan Patrick Mosca
Aiesha Waynessia Omeally
Steven R. Ouellette
Sheryl Powell-McCracken
Jewelle Prieto

Amy D. Quigley
Gabriel Jesus Ramos
Justine A. Rayborn
Melissa Renee Roberts
Vanessa Nicole Rodkey
Shaunna A. Rosenlieb
Julie Elizabeth Santistevan
Creshanda Shane Sellers
Christopher Lawrence Shane
Rebecca Silvas
Christopher Richard Siravo
Isabelle Rose Slaughter
Monique Jessica Smith
Rebecca Marie Sosa
Nikia Shanel Spotts
Akiah Shanae Sturtevant
Wesley Sutton
Adrian Antonio Taylor
Chung Lin Tsai
Jewel Lee Tysz
Thuy Quynh Le Van
Jenna Beatrice Wertz
Lexeen Elisabeth White
Shania Andrea Williams
Ashley Rose Wojciechowski
Naidong Yang
Mo Zhang
Ashleigh Elizabeth Zschoche

HOSPITALITY

Michelle Raven Ayers
Andreina C. Batista
Joshua Robert Call-Fregeau
Kalcey Ann Cecca
Carly Ann Crocker Celiz
Kaitlyn Rose Crum DeMello
Kelisa Kimbra Forbes
Lisa Gail Godfrin-Saulnier
Aubrey D. Gregg
Eric J. Grudzinski
Thachana A. Heron-Pusey
Manya Jain
Sabrina Lakaye Jeffries
Michele Antionette Johnson
Kim T. Kahn

Andre J. Kimble
Alicia Marie Kirschner
Christopher Earl Lowery
Colleen Christina Lynch
Dulce Maria Maradiaga
Brie McConneghey
Megan Rebecca McInnes
Alana Milazzo
Sarai Mulvey
Norman Michael Napper-Rogers
Jacqueline Nicole Nixon
Alexandria Marie O'Neal
Aimee Kathleen Pebworth
Vera L. Perez
Allison Pierre-Louis

Quinn Selbe Plummer
Ruth Polanco
Kayleigh Jean Poudrier
Caitlin Powers
Carleen Santa Quattrucci
Lisa Ramos
Grisela Rivera
Tiffany Mungo Roque
Juliana Shell
Wendy Melissa Simon
Trekim Keymiah Springer
Heather Stout
Amy C. Thibeault
Hailey Briana White

HUMAN RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
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Mamuti Aishan
Jigar Jasvantkumar Chaudhary
Vasim Shamim Khan
Aman Khatri

Neeharika Mamidala
Stephen McGrath II
Luis D. Rodriguez
Sakshi Sapkota

Kimchhay Sreng
Sara Vida

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

Teri Mae Alene Angell
Ayesha Naimah El-Amin
Philip Jeffrey Farinacci Jr.
Skylar Elizabeth Flynn

Caitlin Jean Graham
Emma Marie Hunt
George Nixon
Elizabeth K. Pope

Madeline Florence Warshauer
Kassandra Jo Wetzel

NONPROFIT MANAGEMENT

Nil T. Clarno
Chelsea Ellen Cleveland
Dusty Cooper
Yasmin Da Silveira Maciel
Djelisa Daveiga
Enna Dervisevic
Gregory Cory Duff
Crystal A. Ferrigan
Barkley Earle Finsterbush
Christopher Michael Genco

Isaiah Anthony Granger
Ramona H. Henriquez
Lauren S. Henry
Sarah Catherine Hoffman
Marcus Kellogg Hudson
Pocky Khamvongsa
Naveh Levy
Dena Elizabeth Lombardi
Amanda Leigh McKelvey
Jennifer Rose Moseley

Rachel L. Rosenthal
Alexandria Phyllis Ruza
Kileen Louise Shier
Kaisha Leanna Simons
Derrick Lamont Strother
Melissa Elizabeth Truslow
Jacob Lewis Vail
Lindsay Vinacco
Stacy Young

ORGANIZATIONAL LEADERSHIP

Amber Marea Christian Craig
Rasheed Folami
Kadija Fran

Michael R. Garand
Larry Menmiakeh Gaye
Evan Douglas Lindenberger

Oluwasijibomi Adedotun Osundina
Jessica Lynn Ouellette
Guillermo Santiago Jr.

INFORMATION SECURITY/ASSURANCE

Basel J. Abumathanah
Jordyn Michela Allen
Emily Autumn Baranow
Franchesca Bethel
Miranda Lynn Chandler
Samuel Corman
Ryan W. Depatie
Sarah Elizabeth Dias
Jared Finkel
Hector A. Fuentes
Shamia Dawkins Hayden

Sofia Lily Kachurka
Jennifer K. Knapp
William Andrew Lange
Kelly Lynn Lazarovich
James Little
Nathan Charles Logsdon
Brienne Macy Marks
Alexis Victoria Maston
Elisabeth Angelina Mazza
Phashari Lasha McNeal
Antonia McVicker

Michael Francis Mongelli
Long Nguyen
Nicole Catherine Nunn
Fredy Hernan Osorio
Jordyn Elizabeth Ottaviano
Amanda Brown Patten
Joshua Manuel Perez
Michael J. Risi
Dialougo Sissoko

OPERATIONS AND SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGEMENT



17

Krystel Vanessa Acosta
Christine Marie Appis
Kristen Love Arvesen
Evlyn Ashong-Katai
Giselle Alice Precious Bates
Jessica Burnham
Courtney Elizabeth Catalana
Karissa Danielle Thea Cezair

Jillian Antonia Colon
Karina de Allicon
Brookes Decker
Jennifer Jean Elliott
Kathleen Elizabeth Granger
Jason C. Haberland
Laurelle Ashley Hammonds
Nicole Elizabeth Hebert

Erika Hooven
Deborah L. Jaques
Lyperior Zyatique Lovely
Michelle Lee Richard
Kelly Carter Schiff
Kayla Elizabeth Vicente
McKayla Deniece Weaver
Brooklynn Cynthia Diane York

ORGANIZATIONAL PSYCHOLOGY

Kevin Mello Cabral
David W. Campbell
Denisses Cortorreal
John A. Courtemanche
Debra A. DiScuillo
Michaela Elizabeth Fahlen
Daniel Buckley Funk

Faith Maureen Hirata
Kayla-Jasmine Imbrah
Sabrina Renee Laramee
Lauren Catherine Marble
Eliot I. Martir
Kalin Nicole Shinebarger
Jillian Carmen Suazo

Chrishonna R. Sutton
Alexis Nicole Tella
Stephanie Alexandra Ubillus
Zachary Daniel Walsh
Anny Vianela Whetzel-Hernandez
Greer Elizabeth Yoder

PROJECT MANAGEMENT

Blake Alan Boutiette
Kyler Alan Fowkes

Katelyn Laura Garand
Isaac Daniel Gevov

Brendan Sean Moriarty
Jenna Nicole Pare

SPORT LEADERSHIP

Jillian Barnes
Kristen Marie Botas
Elizabeth Megan Brissette
Jeannette Rosario Brito
John Anthony Cipolla Jr.
William Stephen Congdon III
Courtney Breanne Connolly
Kayla Lynn Costello
Hope Renée Curran 
Jason Felix Decesare
Janelle DeGroat
Mariah Ann Ditoro

Brianna L. Doar
McKayla A. Dove
Alexia P. Drohan
Jamie Jean Duane
Monica Lynn Fague
Makaila Ferreira
Emma Friedman
Katarina Rose Gareau
Erika A. Goncalves
Kelsey Marie Holmes
Uchechukwu Mma Ete Iloanusi
Christopher H. Jackson

Cindy Elisabeth Jean-Georges
Devon Jervis
Jaycie Laura Jordan
Erica Ashley Lowder
Brandon Joseph McKenzie
Felicia Marie Medeiros
Emily Souzan Newberry Sacks
Olivia Rose Pellegrino
Matthew Pisaturo
Jamie Lynn Plouff
Taylor Pinkham Poirier
Shannon Jo-Hanna Printer

CLINICAL MENTAL HEALTH COUNSELING

Master of Science Degree Recipients

Katherine Mary Akikie
Ryan Mitchell Asadorian

Allison G. Ouellette
Ann Louise Pino

ADDICTION COUNSELING

v v v
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Roza Abbas Ali Nejad
Akia Clarke
Kerry-Ann J. Clarke
Ayisat Omotayo Danmola

Tamisha Labriska David
Chandler Eustace Harper
Keith Jedlikowski
Fate Abigail Pollard

Melia Dyan Reid
Estefany Rincon
Catherine E. Veloz

FINANCE

Melinda Marie Abram
Marissa Divina Cabrera
Renzi CapoBianchi Dager
Michael Christopher Dowell

Natavia Kenyanna Ervin-Cook
Kristin Sachie Frost
Jacqueline Loia Fulton
Amanda Irizarry

Justine Eggers Keeler
Olivia Lynn Slater
Salma Lucia Veras
Alton C. Womack

FOOD SAFETY

Charles Bittner
Stephanie Cabral
Arlet De La Caridad Camejo
Alexander Edward Clarke
Jasmine Lorraine Cort
Christopher Adrian Durand

Sarah Noel Gatton
Raydeana C. Gyamfi
Craig A. Januchowski
Ashia Noelle Johnson-Merritt
Franklin Carter Maxwell III
Shyra Metts

Sara Jeannine Perreault
Tracey Pierre
Jeremiah Elijah Price
Alexandra Lillian Sousa
Hannah Eleanor Tracy
Allisyn Leigh Zagroski

Mohammed Ashani Ahmed
Mohammad Syarief Ali
Daniela Almeida
Dimaz Cahya Ardhi
Anupa Bhattarai
Curtis LaRay Chin

Jonathan Kyle Dupaul
Aayush Kumar Manandhar
Dean Warren Melcher
Mark Messier Jr.
Nidhi Ajaykumar Panchani
James Stergiou

Khrystyna Voloshyn
Jiao Wang
Yi Wang
Sin Thwa Yap

CRIMINAL JUSTICE

DATA ANALYTICS

Sarah Marie Procak
Alexa Victoria Resendes
Chanel Richardson
Jessica Robin Richer

Alexus Gabriela Rivera
Crystal Marie Roberts
Antoinette Lee Rosado
Elisha Shrestha

Brandi Jean Silvia
Samantha Marie Snyder
Crystal Marie Tejada
Cindy Jourrane Tromp

Linda Louise Smith

COUNSELING

Robert Joseph Esposito III
David M. Flaherty

Naiem John Sayegh
Raffi Simonian

Garabed Tashian
Harout Dikran Tashian

ENGINEERING MANAGEMENT
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Jose Andrade
Kelsey Lynn Arrico
John William Barone III
Roger W. Brooks
Earl Thomas Buchanan III
Nicole Marie Donovan
Massiel Encarnacion
Virginia Kerrie Rose Gaffett
Jennifer Giraldo
Sherielle Marie Grant

Jasmine Marie Grenier
Yanilda Guillen Frias
Rochelle Nicole Herring
Kayla Rose Hughes
Tiffany Michelle Johnson-Hulme
Natshley Lafortune
Lori Ann Mainville
Courtney Mathers
Kelsea Elizabeth McNaughton
Amanda Katherine Merchant

Mikayla Jean Patton
Faith Pollard
Sadiyyah Porter-Lowery
Jacara Fatin Powers
Shormishtha Ramani
Carly Shannon St. Gelais
Brooke Marie Stocker
Antonia Patrice Thomas

HUMAN RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

Michael Everett Huber Shruti Kayastha Jay Kenneth Lally

INFORMATION SECURITY/ASSURANCE

Kristin Mari Cartledge
Olivia Sarah Cox

Jay Edward Jacobs
Alec Richard Tommer

Michael Julian Weishaus

INTERNATIONAL BEVERAGE MANAGEMENT

Katherine G. Bailey
Jocelynn Joy Beasley
Juanesha Bethea
Julia Paige Boos
Catherine Joan Briones
Lindsay G. Comer
Brielle Culp
Sydney Rose DeLuce
Julia Irene Dempsey
Dawn Marie Destefano

Lisa Fleming Dailey
Alexa Nicole Giordano
Adam Zachary Gooler
Jennifer L. Horowiec
Michaela A. Hummer
Steven R. Kildow
Dao Truc La
Joelle Labbe
Russell MacAlpine
Lauren M. Maddaloni

Marie Antoinette Deleon Madrid
Steven Christian Mcintyre
Jessica Lynn Minard
Elizabeth Jaeger Nadile
Matthew M. Olson
Julia Chalmers Ransom
Brettlyn Nicole Robinson
John P. Runkle III
Caroline Diane Sandberg
Amanda B. Wicelinski

HOSPITALITY MANAGEMENT

Jacqueline Mary Balamas
Barbara Grabenweger
Andrea Margaret Hordern
Kathryn Horrigan
Nykola Anastashia Isaia

Rachel Grace Jordan
Samara Luke
Reema Maarouf
Alexander David Pinkham
Amelia Ella Quarto

Ambar Angeyli Reyes
Shawn Gerard Riendeau Jr.
Skylar Rose Spetelunas
Zoe Lynn Wakefield

GLOBAL TOURISM AND SUSTAINABLE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
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Anthony Colabella
Alexius Quanisha Hampton
Armani Henderson
Ciana Jones

Megan Marie Morse
Alaina Marie Nardslico
Victoria Nicole Patriarca
Andrea M. Skawinski

Kenneth Vashon Smith
Malik Akim Smith
Pheadra Nichelle Wyche

SPORT LEADERSHIP

Alyssa Almeida
Randy Dominguez

Kathleen Mary Gaskell
Mindy Octalien

Andrea Silveira

ORGANIZATIONAL PSYCHOLOGY

Lori Barden
Kyle Richard Cutler

Kimberly Ann Hatcher-White
Celia Mutchnick Lerch

Pamela Susan Verklan
Kay Villanueva

NONPROFIT MANAGEMENT

Julietta Ayriyan
Kathy Bordeleau

Cameron Elizabeth Dias
Iga Kurowska

Ashley Rebecca Paris
Jordan L. Ricci

OPERATIONS & PROJECT MANAGEMENT

James Callaghan
Angela Frances DeBartolome
Jennifer Lynn DeBlois
Staci Guillot

Odalis Marisol Macario
Shalyn Denise McCadney
Faith Logan Norris
Devon Tamasine Ragolia

Kellie Anne Seiser
Marynet Shafik
Paritta Sisavang

NUTRITION
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Masters of Public Administration 
Degree Recipients

Caroline Allen
Adeyinka Areago
April Bates
Jodie-Ann Alecia Douglas
Oyemwen Edebiri

Michael Thomas Italia
Kathryn ShaQuinn Kiana James
Christian M. King
Debra Hoyte Malette
Jesse Nunnemacher

Dana-Lee Offendel
Chavon R. Perry
Lauren Katherine Pothier
Johanny Jesus Quezada
Alissa Kim Thompson

Anthony Campos
Michael Lee Chodykin
Taleba Harris
Allyssa Ann Mahan

Gregory Michael Martin
Michael Francis Masaitis
Jacob Earl Mount
Ryan Martin Rawnsley

Lindsay Marie Reynolds
Deana Louise Wilson

CRIMINAL JUSTICE

Kristhal Marianjelis Ayala-Campos
Colleen Elizabeth Brennan

Sarah Wesley Cannon
Elizabeth Katherine Cante

Daniel Phillip Horn
Henry Spellman Schott

HOMELAND SECURITY

Sarina M. Conn
Caroline Grace Gehring

Jorge Paricio Garcia
Kara Lynne Pyne

Jasmine Alexis Resendes

HUMAN RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

Jessica Alalawi
Sandra Alyson Cox
Anthony Robert Faccenda
Victoria Ashley Hart

Robert Eugene Johnson
Neil Lammers
Emily Anne Lucas
Michelle K. Mooney

Clark William Outridge
Amanda Claire Ryan
Rebecca M. Taber

NONPROFIT MANAGEMENT
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Diplomas will be awarded upon completion of all university requirements.
The commencement program listing contains the names of students meeting eligibility criteria and submitted for publication as 
of April 11, 2022. Names that are printed in the commencement program should not be used as an indicator of degree completion. 
Students must satisfy all graduation requirements before officially graduating and receiving a diploma.

v v v
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Johnson & Wales University

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

James H. Hance Jr., chair of the board of trustees, Johnson & Wales University; operating executive, The Carlyle Group, Washington, D.C.
Mim L. Runey, LP.D., chancellor, Johnson & Wales University
Maribeth N. Bisienere, senior vice president of resorts, transportation and premium services operations; Walt Disney World Parks & Resorts, Lake 

Buena Vista, Florida 
Derick S. Close, chief executive officer, Springs Creative Products Group LLC, Charlotte, North Carolina
Lorena M. Garcia ’00, president and chief executive officer, Lorena Garcia Group, Miami, Florida
Lionel E. LaRochelle II, principal, Spring Valley Hospitality Advisors LLC, Washington, D.C. 
M. John Martin ’86, president, The Capital Grille, Eddie V’s, Seasons 52, Yard House and Bahama Breeze; Darden Restaurants, Orlando, Florida
William J. Murphy, J.D., partner, Murphy & Fay LLP, Providence, Rhode Island
M. Teresa Paiva Weed, J.D., president, Hospital Association of Rhode Island, Providence, Rhode Island
Robert J. Palleschi ’86, chief executive officer, G6 Hospitality LLC, Carrollton, Texas
Philip S. Renaud II ’73, managing director, Risk International, Columbus, Ohio 
Merrill W. Sherman, J.D., principal, Sherman Consulting LLC, Jamestown, Rhode Island
Clay A. Snyder ’93, vice chair of the board of trustees, Johnson & Wales University; senior director of business development, Hilton Supply 

Management (HSM), McLean, Virginia
Shivan S. Subramaniam, retired chairman and chief executive officer, FM Global, Providence, Rhode Island
John E. Taylor Jr., managing director, Faulkner & Howe LLC, Vero Beach, Florida
Jerry Sue Thornton, Ph.D., president emeritus, Cuyahoga Community College; chief executive officer, Dream Catcher Educational Consulting, 

Moreland Hills, Ohio
D. Chip Wade ’83, president, Union Square Hospitality Group, New York, New York 
John Hazen White Jr., executive chairman, Taco Group Holdings Inc., Cranston, Rhode Island
David A. Wilson, Ph.D., P’98+, lead director, CoreSite Realty Inc., Naples, Florida

+Denotes JWU Parent

OFFICERS OF THE CORPORATION

Mim L. Runey, LP.D., chancellor
Joseph J. Greene Jr. ’89, ’98 M.S., CPA, vice chancellor of finance & administration
Emily A. Gilcreast ’19 MBA, university secretary

For the safety of everyone in attendance and to comply with local fire department regulations, guests are requested to remain in 
their seats during the program. Ushers are stationed at the foot of each aisle should you need assistance.

After the ceremony, guests may join the graduates outside under the marquee of the Dunkin’ Donuts Center. For your  
convenience, the commencement ceremony is being professionally photographed by Grad Images®. For information on ordering 
photos, please contact Grad Images® at 800-261-2576 or online at gradimages.com. The ceremony is also being streamed live at  
http://portal.stretchinternet.com/jwuri.

v v v
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UNIVERSITY SEAL

The university seal represents Johnson & Wales University’s 
roots. The year at the top of the shield, 1914, is the year that 
the university was founded by Gertrude I. Johnson and Mary 
T. Wales. The dragon of St. George on the upper portion of the 
crest honors the Wales family, while the lower portion of the 
crest bears the cross of St. John and honors the Johnson family.

MACE 

The Johnson & Wales University mace symbolizes the ideals 
and values of JWU’s educational philosophy. Cast of silver and 
bronze, it is engraved with the names of our chancellors, past 
and present. Our campus locations are engraved on the golden 
bands. On ceremonial occasions, university officials carry the 
mace to display the unity and continuity of Johnson & Wales 
University.

The mace dates to medieval times, when it was first used as a 
weapon. Forbidden to use swords, medieval European bishops 
were allowed to enter battle with a mace — typically an iron 
or steel club designed to split armor. By the 16th century, the 
mace had become a symbol of authority that colleges and 
universities began using ceremonially. That tradition continues 
today, and the mace is carried as part of formal academic 
occasions like these at colleges and universities across the globe.

ACADEMIC DRESS

The tradition of wearing distinctive dress for academic reasons 
dates back to the Middle Ages. Today, academic costumes are 
usually worn in the United States by people participating in 
academic ceremonies. 

The faculty and platform party wear regalia representative of 
the degrees they possess. 

The academic dress worn by graduates at today’s ceremony are 
100% certified recycled polyester fabric that can be recycled 
and made back into future gown products, helping to divert 
from landfills. Following the ceremony, graduates can drop 
their gowns in the nearest Renew Gown collection box and 
keep their cap and tassel as mementos of their achievement. 
Each recycled gown saves 29 plastic bottles from landfills, 
reduces carbon dioxide emissions by 1.5 pounds, and saves 
half a gallon of gasoline.

HOODS

Originating from the cowls of monastic orders, the hoods are 
the most distinctive part of the academic regalia. Their shape 
and size indicate the level of degree attained, and the colors 
reflect both the academic field as well as the institution that 
granted the degree. 

The fields of study most frequently represented in academic 
processions are the following: 

FIELD OF STUDY COLOR 
Arts Gold 
Business, Commerce, Fine Arts, Science Drab 
Education Light Blue 
Occupational Therapy Slate Blue 
Physician Assistant Studies Green

CAPS

There is more variety in the shape and color of academic hats 
than in any other area. Master’s and doctoral degree recipients 
wear the tassel on the left throughout the ceremony, and the 
doctoral soft-cap often features a gold tassel. 

Symbols of Commencement

To attendees of this event:

Johnson & Wales University has hired 
professional photographers/videographers 
to capture images of this graduation for use 
in educational and promotional materials. 
Attendance at this event constitutes each 
individual’s consent to Johnson & Wales 
University to have their image and voice 
recorded and retransmitted for any and all 
purposes at the university’s discretion. If you 
do not agree with the foregoing, please see a 
university special events staff member.


