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Chancellor John ]. Bowen ’77

I n January 2018, Chancellor John J. Bowen announced his retirement from
Johnson & Wales University at the end of the 2018 calendar year, bringing to
a close a tenure where he has been at the forefront of the transformation of JWU

into the pioneering educational institution it is today.

Chancellor Bowen’s impacts on the university are immeasurable. He helped guide
the university’s development of culinary arts education as a faculty member,
director and dean. He reaffirmed the university’s focus on career education by

establishing what is today known as Experiential Education & Career Services.
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As vice president of administration, executive vice president, president of the
Providence Campus, university president, chief executive officer and chancellor, he has implemented

a vision for the growth of JWU and its Downcity and Harborside communities. One of Chancellor
Bowen’s proudest accomplishments is the establishment of the Chancellor’s Student Relief Fund, which
provides support for students facing unexpected financial needs in emergency situations so they can

continue pursuing their dream of a Johnson & Wales education.

On the occasion of his announcement, Chair of the JWU Board of Trustees James H. Hance Jr. 06

Hon., wrote to the JWU community:

“On behalf of the Board of Trustees, we acknowledge Chancellor John Bowen’s announcement of his
intent to retire at the end of 2018. We wish to express our gratitude for his 45 years of extraordinary
dedication and service to Johnson & Wales University. His accomplishments during his time are

numerous and impactful.

“Johnson & Wales has transformed under John’s leadership in many vital ways. He has made
complicated and bold decisions in the best interest of our university. FOCUS 2011 was an ambitious
plan that launched Johnson & Wales into uncharted areas. John and his team deftly recognized the
need to address many issues such as affordability and retention efforts ahead of many of our peers.
Through thoughtful and deliberate planning, he has moved this university in new directions, most
recently health sciences, always with the intent to provide our students with better professional and
personal lives. In September 2016, we recognized and celebrated his leadership with the dedication of
the John J. Bowen Center for Science and Innovation - a fitting tribute to his more than four decades of

service to the students, faculty and staff of Johnson & Wales.”

The JWU community thanks Chancellor Bowen for his inspiring 45 years of dedication to Johnson &
Wales University and extends its congratulations and best wishes to First Lady Kathleen Harney and

Chancellor Bowen as they prepare for the next chapter in their lives.



Dear Class of 2018,

Today we are here to celebrate you — the members of the Johnson & Wales

University graduating Class of 2018.

You have successfully completed the requirements to earn your chosen degree
from Johnson & Wales. It is an extraordinary achievement. When you cross the
stage today to receive your diploma, think of all the people who helped you get
here — your family and friends, your professors, advisors and staff, coaches and

mentors. We are so proud of what you have accomplished.

You are now prepared for the real world beyond Johnson & Wales. I know what

is next may be daunting. I also know you are ready because your Johnson &

Wales education and experience have prepared you for what lies ahead. You took
full advantage of all that JWU has to offer, experiencing your future through

the intellectual challenges of the classroom and the opportunity for discovery in the laboratory and
beyond. Now, it is time to make your mark on the world. Like our alumni, you will find success in your

chosen field of study.

The feelings of belonging you have to the Providence Campus will deepen in the years ahead as you
benefit from your Johnson & Wales degree and alumni connections. You will always have a home at

JWU. Be a proud Wildcat for life, stay connected, and watch the university grow in the coming years.

The entire university community shares my pride in what you have accomplished at JWU. You have our

gratitude and our best wishes for what lies ahead.

Sincerely,
Mim L. Runey, LP.D.

Providence Campus President
Chief Operating Officer



JOHNSON & WALES UNIVERSITY: FUTURE LEADERS START HERE

Founded in 1914, Johnson & Wales University is a private, nonprofit, accredited institution with more than 14,000
graduate, undergraduate and online students at its four campuses in Providence, Rhode Island; North Miami,

Florida; Denver, Colorado; and Charlotte, North Carolina. An innovative educational leader, the university offers
degree programs in arts and sciences, business, culinary arts, design and engineering, education, health and wellness,
hospitality, nutrition and physician assistant studies. Its unique model integrates arts and sciences and industry-focused
education with work experience and leadership opportunities, inspiring students to achieve professional success and
lifelong personal and intellectual growth. The university’s impact is global, with alumni from 124 countries pursuing

careers worldwide. For more information, visit jwu.edu.
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A GLOBAL UNIVERSITY

At Johnson & Wales, we have always been committed to embracing diversity and an international perspective to

help foster a richly inclusive educational experience for all of our students.

As such, the university has a long and proud history of welcoming students from across the globe. In fact,
our more than 10,000 international alumni are a testament to our unique approach to experiential education,

and to our welcoming and supportive culture.

Today, we are honored to host almost 1,200 international students representing 73 countries who are such an integral

part of our university community.

We are equally committed to enriching and expanding opportunities for global learning and to enhancing opportunities
for global citizenship. Our students completed internships in 28 countries last year and took advantage of our 77 study
abroad and 25 exchange programs across six continents. Because of this, we rank as the 21* master’s level institution in

the United States for number of students who studied abroad.

To all of our international graduates celebrating with us today, we thank you for your significant contributions to the

JWU experience, and we wish you much success in all your personal and professional endeavors.
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Student Speaker

MARISSA ANN MAYO ‘18 MBA

A born and raised Rhode Islander, Marissa Ann Mayo has been a role model student making the most of her JWU
education. She enrolled in September 2013 and graduated in November 2016 with a bachelor’s degree in Sports/

Entertainment/Event Management with a concentration in Sales and Marketing.

Six months after enrolling for a bachelor’s degree, Mayo became a student assistant to Graduate Studies, a job she
continued as she pursued her MBA. She joined the JWU Special Events Society and in 2015 began blogging for the
College of Online Education. That same year, she co-founded Project HEAL (Help to Eat, Accept and Live), a nonprofit

dedicated to eating disorder awareness and recovery.

While a student, Mayo worked as an event coordinator for URT’s iCubed, a marketing event manager for the Central
Rhode Island Chamber of Commerce, and an assistant event coordinator for Hillside Country Club. Since June 2015,
she has been a per-diem sales and promotion liquor model for Next Level Marketing, imparting her brand knowledge to
customers. After receiving her bachelor’s degree, she became a special event assistant at Dave & Busters. Currently, she is

an accounts payable coordinator at CVS Health.

A self-described coffee addict and nutrition fanatic, Mayo is a certified personal trainer who enjoys bodybuilding,
yoga, kickboxing, Zumba or any form of a good workout. In her free time, she enjoys the beach in the summer, hiking,

photography, reading and writing.



Alumni Speaker

DIANE D’'AMBRA, M.S., SPHR, SHRM-SCP

Vice President of Human Resources, Johnson ¢ Wales University

Diane D’Ambra is an accomplished human resources professional with extensive senior-level experience in all aspects
of human resources including strategic planning, organizational development, employee relations, compensation,
benefits, recruitment, performance management, development and training, and regulatory compliance. A Johnson
& Wales alumna, she holds a master’s degree in Human Resource Development from Villanova University and earned
her senior professional in human resources (SPHR) certification from the HR Certification Institute as well as senior

certified professional (SHRM-SCP) certification from the Society for Human Resource Management.

D’Ambra began her career at the university in 1983 when she worked as a payroll assistant. After seven years in that
role, she transitioned to assistant director of payroll & personnel where she redesigned the employee health insurance
benefits program, combining eight regional plans into one comprehensive national plan. She also restructured the

student employment programs to give students more meaningful work opportunities.

D’Ambra was instrumental in establishing JWU’s human resources structure and in 2000, was promoted to director of
human resources. In this position, she helped build consistent standards of excellence universitywide by creating and
implementing the JWU Employee Competency Model. During that time, she also redesigned the employee retirement

benefit which has resulted in a successful program with 97 percent employee participation.

In her current role as vice president of human resources, D’Ambra is a member of the president’s senior management
team. She provides strategic human resources leadership for a multi-state, multi-campus system with more than 2,000

employees and 14,000 students while leading 30-plus staff members.



Honorary Degree Recipient

JOSEPH R. BERETTA

Doctor of Business Administration

Joseph R. Beretta is president and chief financial officer of The Robinson Green
Beretta (RGB) Corporation, one of Rhode Island’s most prestigious architectural,
engineering and interior design firms. Beretta joined RGB as a controller in

1973 upon receiving a business bachelor’s degree from Norwich University.

Five years later, he attained an MBA from Bryant University, and was named
president and chief financial officer in the late 1990s. His primary responsibilities
include managing accounting, administration and human resources. He is also
actively involved with business and client development and maintaining client

relationships.

RGB has a long history of service to the major corporations and critical
government agencies of southern New England. Past projects have included the Foundry Complex, the
T.E Green Airport Interlink and Skywalk, Citizens One Plaza, and Johnson & Wales’ Wildcat Center
and Harbor View properties. Under Beretta’s leadership, RGB also worked on the 1980 Winter Olympic
village in Lake Placid, New York.

Beretta’s civic engagement includes service on the boards and committees of numerous nonprofit
organizations and local businesses. He has been a member of the corporation of Johnson & Wales
University since 2011, a trustee of the Providence Foundation since 2001, and a president’s council
member of La Salle Academy since 2009. He is also a board member of the Greater Providence
Chamber of Commerce and Navigant Credit Union, where he was a board chair from 2014 to 2017.
He was president of Metacomet Country Club as well as Beneficent House, which provides housing to

people who cannot afford rent.

Beretta regularly donates to hospitals, organizations that fight pancreatic cancer, nonprofits that help
those with developmental disabilities, and the Johnson & Wales University Chancellor’s Relief Fund.
His generosity has helped 1,100 Cub and Boy Scouts attend summer camp for free. Beretta’s hard work
and community service serve as an inspiration for RGB employees; his intern architects mentor middle

and high school students who are considering a career in construction, engineering or architecture.

Beretta’s hobbies include travel, including regular trips to Aruba and Florida, among other destinations,

and golf, including playing in charity golf tournaments. He lives in Lincoln, Rhode Island.



Honorary Degree Recipient

LAURA FREID, ED.D.

Doctor of Business Administration

Laura Freid, president of Maine College of Art (MECA), has pursued a career in
higher education and the arts, topics that were featured in her previous positions

in journalism and film.

Prior to becoming the leader of MECA in 2017, Freid spent 12 years as CEO
and executive director of Silkroad, a cross-cultural arts organization founded by
world-famous cellist Yo-Yo Ma. She initiated the organization’s ongoing multi-
year affiliation with Harvard University, a five-year partnership with the Rhode
Island School of Design, and created the first joint venture with the Harvard

Business School.

During her tenure, Silkroad spearheaded a yearlong, citywide celebration of
the arts in Chicago; focused on the arts and passion-driven learning in work with middle schools,
educators and teaching artists; and brought together artists and business leaders to influence the
emerging field of cultural entrepreneurship, in which artists learn how to package and present their art

to achieve a successful living.

Strengthening her skill for storytelling through media, Freid served as executive producer of the 2016
internationally acclaimed feature documentary “The Music of Strangers: Yo-Yo Ma and the Silk Road

Ensemble.”

Prior to joining Silkroad, Freid was executive vice president for public affairs and university relations at
Brown University. A magazine journalist and editor, she served as publisher of Harvard Magazine and

publisher and editor of Bostonia magazine.

Freid received an undergraduate degree from Washington University in St. Louis, an MBA from Boston
University, and an Ed.D. from the University of Pennsylvania. She has served as a trustee of Johnson &

Wales University since 2009.

Freid and her husband live in Portland, Maine, with their standard poodle, Alto.



Doctor of Education in Educational Leadership

Degree Recipients

Allison Marie Amodie
Thomas A. Barron Jr.
Matthew J. Benson

Ryan R. Borden
Margaret Ferguson Boyd
Daryl Cioffi

Michelle Cox

Heather I.H. Washington Dos Santos

Kelly Marie Dunn
Julie Lillian Garell
Meghan Lynn Kenney
Alison J. Mello
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Master of Science in Physician Assistant Studies

Degree Recipients

Samantha Marie Abraham
Abigail Kristin Arinder
Anne E. Carlson

Jessica Laura Chabot
Elizabeth Frances Chapdelaine
Monique Coley

Nicholas Ivar Cookson
Matthew Jacob DaCosta
Rebecca Mary Daggett
Michael Joseph Davis
Kayla Marie Denis
Rebecca Elizabeth Gish*

Master of Arts in Teaching
Degree Recipients

CULINARY ARTS EDUCATION

Kendall J. Arena *
Aaron M. Barton
Alex John Caccese *
Laura E. Campagna *
Jamirse De La Rosa *

TEACHER EDUCATION

Business/Secondary Special Education

Sean Peter Rogan *
Jeymys R. Rosario

Mercedes Marie Godin
Rebecca Lauren Goula
Zachary Mitchell Hudson
Amanda Paige Joubert
Briana Maureen Lackman
Alison E. Lovkay
Matthew D. Macedo
Andrew Mayer

Joseph Mayer

Sara Elizabeth McBride
Antonette Nicole Mediati
Brittany Lynn Moncure
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Quinton Taylor Hongo
Meghan Fallon Houghton
Natalie Bailey Kehlbeck *
Kelsey Elizabeth Leonard *
Delaney Rose Quinn *
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Elementary/Elementary Special Education

Kerri Barber

Marjorie Licelotte Cortico Ramirez

Lauren Ann Garrity
Megan Anne Gresens

Ronilee Mooney
Sarah B. Mosier
Elizabeth O’Hara
Janet V. Ray
Patrick E. Sullivan

Melissa Ann Morgan
Brett Meredith Pedley
Kendra R. Pimenta
Nancy Elaine Rizza
Melanie Anne Santos*
Jerrah Maria Swanson
Ethan Robert Walsh
Brianna Marie Weber
Chantel White

Danielle Corine Young

Alexis Marie Ritter *
Celine Alexis Serret
Vincent Louis Sperling *
Meagan Elizabeth Stearns

Denyelle Lea Lobo

Krystiana Elizabeth Medeiros *

Nicholas R. Siudela



Master of Education
Degree Recipients

TEACHING & LEARNING

Nancy E. Breault
Stephen M. Emerson
Stephen Henn

Sheena M. McGee-Flynn
Tiffany Ann Solomon
Kimberley F. Sugden
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Master of Business Administration

Degree Recipients

Bryan Acheampong

Kyle Dean Adams

Adegoke Abidemi Adesola
Akash Agarwal *

Jawad Ahmad *

Ziad Al Achkar

Maxat Aliyev

Dimas Cota Alves *

Sarah Anderson *

Infant Grenvil Vivek Anthony Raj
Estefania Arango Giraldo
Natasha N. Arroyo

Tayla Arruda

Prakash Babu Aryal
Christina Nicole Azan
Tatiana Maria Diane Azan *
Jaime Jose Ballesteros Lopez *
Swapna Balreddygari *
William Iganzio Balzano *
Sarah Anne Barbarula *
Stefani Jon Barnes

Cansu Bektas

Alexa Rae Besescheck *
Cecelia Wimberly Bland *
Brittany L. Boncorddo
Mahdia Bouirane

Amy Souvanny Boutsabouabane
Christina O. Bowman *
Courtney E. Bragantin *
Richard K. Bremilst *
Courtney Ann Broderick
Kathryn Brouillette *
Danielle Mariann Bruno
Emily K. Burr

Hannah Elizabeth Burr *
Tiffany Ann Byerley

Alex G. Caprio *

Kayla Viveiros Castro

Keri Lynn Castro

*Post-May Graduate

Kaitlyn Cecile Cedergren
Yuchen Chai

Chen Chen *

Dongliang Chen *

Yunging Chen

Zihan Cheng *
Raghavender R. Choula *
Sze Ting Chow

Francis Domenic Ciavattone III *
Stephanie M. Coleman
Keith Edward Cornell *
Alexandra Chelsea Craig *
Marc D. Crance *

Holly Amanda Crider *
Angelika Ksenia Cwierz *
Xinyu Dai

Kristin Elizabeth D’Angelo
Han Thi Ngoc Dao *

Lisa Haggerty Davis

Neil Decasse *

Ka'bre M. Dennis *

Anusha Bandurao Deshpande *
Jaime R. Diaz

Xing Ding

Cathleen Dionne

Helder M. DosSantos *
Thomas John Driscoll
Daniel Joseph Dwyer *
Jasimine Dalana Marie Dyson
Jayakar Jonathan Edmond *
Soufiane El Azim

Caroline Margaret Ellis *
Narine Emdjian

Sarah J. Fagan

Matthew A Fannon *
Michael Fernandes *
Joseph Philip Fischioni *
Carina Flamand

Beth Ann Fletcher *

April D. Tanguay

Christopher Jeff Fortin *
Marsha J. Francois *
Cristal Luz Frias

Melissa Fritz *

Steven C. Fuegen *

Nicole Marie Funk
Nadira Cherrelle Goings *
Marshall B. Goldstein
Jessica Lynn Goss

Abigail Lauren Grabow *
Keri J. Green

Vanessa Anne Green *
Andrew H. Greenleaf *
Richard D. Grenier *
Victoria E. Griffin *
Shanelle R.E. Groce

Katja Ann Gronert
Hongjun Guo

Zachary ]. Haden
Angelica Sarah Hardy

Ge He

Kun He

Kory Allen Heck *

Alyson Michell Herrera
Elizabeth Anne Hertweck *
Taylor Danielle Hirsch
Keren Hu *

Tzu-Yu Hu

I. Han Huang

Liza Michelle Hudyncia *
Juliana Nicole Indeglia
Aravind Jadala

Deewakar Jaiswal
Houaida Janoudi *
Monique M. Jensen
Jianan Jiang

Jean Isaiah Johnson *
Marquis DeAngelo Johnson
Cade Zachary Jones-Pearson *



Jenna Mackenzie Juron
Charlotte Renee Karasek
David Robert Karson
Amarnath Aravindan Karuvatil
Akvir Kaur *

Karen Ann Kelliher *
Wael Khali

Raghav Khaneja *
Badreddine Khoumani *
Hyunkee Kim

Jovitt Kiure

Samantha Minnie Klein *
Nai Kang Kuo

Herbowo Kurniawan *
Mark Arthur Lacy *

Ben Richard Laforet-Klein
Stephanie Lang *
Amandeep Singh

Salley Lee *

Tingting Lei *

Lili Li*

Courtney Ann Linehan
Angie Vaness Liriano
Emily Elizabeth Lombardo *
Heather Lynn Lykas *
Rongyuan Ma *

David Joseph Macedo *
Randi Brooke Madonna *
Syahdina Devi Maharani *
Noelle J. Maine *
Deaniah Liana Malcolm *
Nithisha Malipedhi
Michaela M. Manco *
Ratnakar Mandal
Claudia Patricia Marin
Christopher M. Mark
Erin Marie Matson *
Sarah Matteau *

Marissa Ann Mayo
Carlos Leonel Melgar
Winter May Melson *
Marina Jesse Merchant *
Kayla D. Meyer

ACCOUNTING

Mohammed Abdul Hafeez Baig *
Anam Batool *

Oanh T. Bui-Torres *

Ariana Corina Caffeso

Jennifer Robin Castiglioni *
Watna Cunha *

Justin Micheal DeFreitas *
Amine El Hasnaoui

Sydney Gray Emery *

Jessica L. Mitchell *
Samantha Mojica *

Bianca Patrice Moore *
Andrea M. Moreno
Matthew Robert Moretti *
Sarah Melea Morrison
Nicole Mulligan *

David Muniz

Alyssa Kaitlin Murphy *
Jonathan Kelleher Nelson *
Caroline Nguyen

Loan Thi Ngoc Nguyen *
Adam Onwan

Amarachi Onwumelu
Stephanie Ortega *
Alpitabahen Kamleshbhai Patel
Jeenal Sunilkumar Patel
Ravi Dilip Patel

Andrew Pearson *

Krystle M. Pena *
Anthony Charles Peterson
Melissa Martina Pichardo *
Justin Pontes *

Joseph William Rainone
Andrew C. Reh *
Mahboob Ur Rehman *
Craig Joseph Richard *
Alecxia Riddell *

Frank Ritz Jr.

Diana M. Rivera *
Jamareyal R. Robinson
Keven Omar Rodriguez
Bobby Dee Ross

Yijiati Rousitanmu *
Brianna Marie Ruffalo
Taylor Marie Russo

Remi Scarcella *
Christopher Matthew Schatzschneider *
Krystal Leigh Sekula
Anny J. Serrano *
Andreas Paul Sialatis
Tiara Smith-Matthews *
Brayan Alfonso Solano

Haojin Feng

Yuan Feng

Petar Stoyanov Ganchev

Sara Grzebien

Firoj Gurung

Rosbia B Henriquez-Aguilar
Martires Hernandez De Gomez *
Benxing Huang *

Aminata Jallow *

Sara E. Stanger *

Karlee Marie Stephney *
Dioneysia Stewart *

Danielle Jean Sturm *

Geena V. Sundaram

Vasu Surapaneni

Bethany N. Sutherland
Deanna Rose Sweeney

Roy Sylvander *

Aia Jean Rase Taguinod
Amanda Catherine Takach
Hannah Kumba Tarawali-Gibbs
Eric Robert Taylor

Rondell Andre Elvis Telford *
Ciara Jade Thibodeau
Matthew Thompson

Bowen Tian

Joel Antonio Torres *

Thanh Thai Truong

Thi My Y. Truong

Stanley Korsah Urey
Christian Vazquez *

Cara Danielle Vennard
Robert Jerrol Vickerson *
Kenneth M. Watt *
Evan K. Webber
Jeremy Weeden *
Meijiao Wei

Emily Weigel

John Allan Wentzell *
Nickie Corrine White
Michael Njoto Widjojo
Olivia Ann Wilkins *
Autilia B. Wilson *
Hui Hang Yang

Lei Yang

Edalene Phoi Ling Yong
Recep Yurduseven

Li Zhang

Xiaozhu Zhao

Yunyi Zhu

Evan David Zuckerman

*

Soukaina Jedaa *

Zheng Jin

Giuseppe G Lancellotta *
Jasmine L. Larke *

Shan Li *

Anne Marie Mateus *
Bethany McVay *
Rayven Asia Moreland *
Suparat Pikulklin



Zofia Barbara Pisulski *
Elisha M. Prata *
Jhonatas Ribeiro *
Yolmaris Rodriguez
Hilary Sanders *
Francoise Santana-Diaz *
Tania Grace Scafuto

FINANCE

Briell Kelly Bartell *
Devin C. Bertrand
Stephanie L Decker
Ravitej Devireddy *
Jia He *

Kinesh Dhoj Joshi *

HOSPITALITY

Alexa Nicole Abbananto *
Victoria J. Agostini

Jazi Abdullah M. Alghubari
Anna Jacqueline Allegro
Faysal Naji Alshiha

Siyu An

Omoyosola Ololade Aregbesola
Mukul Arora

Emre Arvas

Morgan Asencio *
Staci-Leigh Kidane Ashwood
Nishaat Abbas Attarwalla *
Jenny Teresa Aviles Medrano *
Vanessa Azemar

Ebonee Alexandra Bailey
Jonathan Reed Barnes

Lena Jacquelyn Barnett
Christine L Bedell *

Vernard Obadiah Belvin
Caroline Maria Blake

Parker A. Blake *

Kristi Ann Bogunovich *
Jodi L. Boland

Kristin Lyn Bonnell

James Thomas Bonner *
Heather J. Boogertman

Ryan M. Bowen *

Hilary Gweneth Brenneman
Mark Jason Brewington
Kensli Sheri Brown *

Ronald Matthew Brown *
Sasha-Lee Harriett Brummer
Rhea Ann Buckmire
Brittany Rose Burnett *
Ozgur Buyukcelebi

*Post-May Graduate

Julianne J. Schwallie
Christina Marie Sherron *
Hilda Soares

Lauren Rita St. Pierre
Ryan Francis Stewart
Starria Marie Sumner *
Long Wang

Melanie Ann Lara *
Pedro Pablo Lora-Torres *
Melanie Ann Marchetti *
Eric S. Nguyen

Ryan Rasieleski *

Jennifer Shippee *

Jace William Cairns

Daryl Paul Campbell *
Cristina Elena Capriglione
Nicole Lauren Capurso *
Justin Travis Cardella
Amanda Rene Caseltine
Tiarra Michelle Cavallo *
Jennifer Ann Chadwick
Varun Anand Chandavarkar
Yu Ling Chang *

Thomas P. Charpentier
Xiaohan Chen

Xipei Chen

Yunhong Chen

Chun Fang Cheng *
Hsueh-Jung Chou *
Luminita Mariana Cirstea *
Christopher Allen Cizek
Brittnay J. Clarke

Erika Patricia Clarke *
Joel Alexandria Clegg
Katherine M. Comerford *
Justin Philip Conlon
Lauren Michele Cooke *
Ryan Cumberbatch *
Eileen Elizabeth Cusa *
Deepa Dahal

Thomas K. DeRosa
Nikhilesh Debasish Dey
Yahaira Maribel Disla *
Carson Dockham *
Jeremy Elmore *

Alison Renee Ewing
Zhenzhou Fang

Jacquelyn Nicole Fellows

Shiyang Wang
Alyssa Joyce Ward *
Crystal Leigh Wild
Yaming Zhang
Jiacheng Zhu
Zhong Zhuang *

Rui Teng *

Nereida Linda Torres *
Tsolmon Tsoggerel *
Ruijian Xijaoyang *

Marina Katerina Floratos
Yexson De Jesus Flores *
Krista Marie Florio

Shaina A. Forbes

Shayla Denise Ford *

David Coleman Fouts
Jennifer M. Fowler *

Susan Joy Fowler

Kennetha Amentra Leonard Fox *
Kimberly Lynn Friot *

Ze Fu

Joseph Charles Galeotalanza
Shanjaleta Gardner

Suzanne Gelin

Hali Toor Geller

Liza M. Gentile

Joseph Ghosh Fernandez *
Lauren Nicole Glazewski
Alexandria Barbara Grieble
Vandana Devi Gurung

Amy Terese Guthrie

Yiwen Han

Alan Haney

Kastaisja Simone Harper-Peterson
Zunaira Hassan *

Hanxiao He

Andrea Hernandez *
Audrey Lynne Heutz
William Justin Holley

Scott Holubetz *

Yu-Hsuan Hsieh *

Shidan Hu

Chenpeng Huang *
Abdulaziz Ameen Hummsani
Huong Mai Huynh



Tracy Lynn James *
Shuying Jiang *

Sin Jie Jiang *

Eric Wade Johnson Sr.
Adam C. Jones
Muhammad Hussain Jummah
Akchaya Kasi Viswanathan
Alycia Marie Kasperitis *
Akshay Ujwal Kavade *
Tatiana Famida Khawaja *
Mushfique Mohammed Khokon
Kyungmin Dana Kim
Minjee Kim *

Justin Koury

Kevin J. Kuhn *

Elizabeth V. Kulback *
Sangeeta Lama

Annie K. Langan *

Shawn Michael Lawrence
Euijin Lee

Jonghyun Lee

Megan Marie Leppert
Danielle Yin-yee Leung
Jiaxi Li

Ningzhi Li

Chia Yun Lin

Shing Lin *

Jingwen Liu

Christina Rose Logan
Kathryn Nicole Louis *
Bianqing Lu

Houliang Lu *

Nicholas John Lugbauer
Brandon T. Lynch *
Jacqueline Marie Mackey
Eric Martin *

Valerie S. Martin

Leon Antoine McCathen *
Erin Meaney *

Una V. Merced

Jessica Elizabeth Molak *
Annette Morejon *

HUMAN RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

Tanisha Bostic *

Sarah Abbigail Braddock-Eselgroth

Nyota S Brown *

Cynthia Castiglioni *

Heather Marie Constantine *
Dwede Agatha Dennis *
Maria G. Diaz *

Renita La Toya Dicks *
Eunice Ester Jimenez *
Christopher Alexander Juarez

Yolanda Annette Naudin *
Kevin Michael Ng *

Thao Phuong Nguyen
Adrianna Maria Padin
Keira Elizabeth Paget *
Cassidy Marie Pearson *
Anh Hong Pham *

Do Anh Phuong Phan *
Jeftry Scott Phillips
Shavona De Brail Potter
Shantee R Proctor *
Ashmit Pudasaini

Ali Alejandro Quero
Devarshi R. Radia

Reema Rai

Cara A.J. Rainford

Aakriti Rana *

Derin Marie Rheaume *
Emily Rojas

Isaac David Rose

Naomi Arianna Russell *
Stephanie Nanci Russo *
Carina Ines Montenegro Sala
Sasha Katerina Samite *
Leilani Marie Santiago *
Sarah Lyn Schechter *
Elizabeth Fay Howland Schwenk
Jesse Robert Scroggins
Nastassia Lashea Sears
Aamel Segal *

Anneliya Sengupta
Waseem Akrama Shaikh
Steven B. Shapiro
Alexandria Victoria Sharum
Corrie Lillian Shaw
Yingzhe Sheng *

Furba Jangmu Sherpa *
Mengyu Shi

Yen Ju Shih

Ashleigh M. Smith

Tia Denise Smith

Vivek Surya Kiran Reddy Sripathi

Mikayla Ann Kelsall *
Michael Joseph Labell *
Rebecca J. Lander

Angela G. Lovejoy *
Bobbie Louise Major
Paige Elizabeth McCarthy
Randy LaVar McKinley *
Christine Dawn Meehan
Porchia Maree Morris *
Eva Neczypor *

Timothy Daniel St. Clair Sr. *
Casie Amanda St. Gelais
Katherine Stelick *
Megan Louise Stromberg
Marie L. Stuart

Nicole Adriana Sullivan *

*

Gail Marie Szoboszlay *
Yogesh Tamang *

Kimberly Noelle Bredbenner Tannehill

Yijing Tao *

Rebecca Mary Tett
Brandon Guillory Thomas
Shelton Kyle Tidwell

Yen Ling Ting

Marlex Torres

Patrick Edward Tower
Joshua Kadeem Townsend *
Monica Fulco Treat
Cheng-Yu Tsai *

Pei Ching Tu

Luisa Maria Ventura

Laura Marie Villanueva
Jonathan Paul Walker *
Pamela Walsh *

Yi Wang

Ashley Allison Ward *
Matthew James Weingard *
Michael Aaron Weinstein *
Susan Camille Welch *
Ayanna White *

Kathryn Rose Wolstenholme
Mariann Wright *

Lihong Wu *

Szu Ching Wu

Muzhapaer Xiahenazi *
Yuewei Yang *

Jialiang Yu *

Mengying Zhang *

Wujun Zhang

Yiging Zhao *

Na Zhu *

Tania Margarita Zuniga

Samantha Ricks

Khadijih Berry Robinson *
Sheniqua Sonia Rogers *
Elizabeth D. Ruff *
Kieanta Nicole Tillman
Jessica J. Toporoski
Tnasheo Nyree Watkins
Rhonda L. Wheaton *
Jacqueline Woods *



INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

Madhu Sudhan Adhikari
Praveegya Adhikari

Prabhat Adhikary *

Mahima Anantha

Jake D. Andrea *

Dewin E. Andujar

Atanur Arapoglu

Charles Rolland Dwinal Paul Harry Autote
Astha Baral

Jessika Basnet K.C.

Bikram Bhadel

Gautam Bhatt

Shahina Bhayani *

Ujwol Budhathoki
Bhumikakumari Digpalsinh Chauhan
Nischal Dhakal

Saleem Dhanani

Nicholas John DiStaolo *
Jiushan Dong *

Hala El Himer

Trushal Arun Gaikwad *
Santosh Gautam

Nabin Giri

Harshpuri Dineshpuri Goswami
Pooja Goswami *
Muhammad Bilal Hafeez *
Wei He

Hamza Himmi

Shashank Jangala Pramod *
Kamlesh Madanbhai Jatoliya
Shraddha Joshi

Urisha Joshi

Arun K.C.

Ashish K.C.

Bijay K.C.

NONPROFIT MANAGEMENT

Christy Austin *

Kally Lyra Canfield *
Barry Lawrence Cohen *
Sarah Michelle Dickerson

Shishir K.C.
Saroj Karki

Hafeez Mohammed Khan

Bharat Khaneja *
Sajana Kutu *

Doma Lama *

Nabin Lamichhane *
Manoj Lamsal
Mohammed Ashfaq
Saru Luitel

Xin Ma

Binita Maharjan *
Kabita Mahat

Ruby Mahato

Sony Manandhar *
Pooja Mankar *
Rahul Manthapuram
Meryem Mentak
Angelica Mercado *
Khadeer Mohammed
Mohit Murthy
Nasradin Musaev *

Nayantara Mutchina Bhanuprasad *

Vikash Naga
Sabina Nepal
Puja Pant
Prekshya Panth
Aashish Pariyar *
Namrataben Patel
Yash Rajesh Patel

Sachin Phutanae Omprakash

Saroj Pokharel
Ganesh Pudasaini
Susant Puri *
Priyanka Rajbhandari

Christopher Lozier *
Timothy D. Miller *
Tanya Nieves

Summer Baliles Prunty

OPERATIONS AND SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGEMENT

Kaylyn Rose Abbott
Alexander James Ahearn *
Alfonso Bencosme

Doug Chapman *

Adrian Lucius DePietro *

*Post-May Graduate

Grace Marie Diaz *

Joseph Michael Esposito *

Sean M. Hartigan *
Semir Hasukic *
William Hole

Prerna Ralh *

Oussama Ridouani
Laxmi Roka

Sohail Sadasivpet Mohammed *
Trisha Sapkota *

Sunny Shahi *

Shrigesh Shakya *
Ayushi Sharma *

Richa Sharma

Nima Sherpa

Megha Nisarg Sheth
Rajani Shibabhakti
Mohan Shrestha

Pratija Shrestha *
Saurav Krishna Shrestha *
Sajana Sigdel

Angadjot Singh *
Sailendra Singh

Anjali Sinha

Barbara Soto-Encarnacion
Rushita Subedi
Gayathrri Suresh

Sunil Suwal

Hussam Tahawer *
Rozila Tamang

Roshan Tha Shrestha
Astha Thapa *

Bhaskar Thapa Chhetri
Manisha Thapa

Tiangi Tong

Margaret Johnson Udoh
Shanthan Reddy Yarram
Samrat Yogi *

Nabin Yonghang Limbu
Kristofer Zielinski *

Tracy Louise Richard *
Joel Rivera

Kyle Vance Kebless *
Oliver C. Okpe *
Mauricio Pena *
Alison Paige Tomasso
Tiffany Ann Webb



Master of Science Degree Recipients

COUNSELING

Rasheed O. Akinfolarin *
Veronica L. Almeida
Susan Marie Austin *
Rhea Milan Bhatia *

Blake Boles-Reed
Dominique Giuliana Boschetti Jurado *
Genevieve Amber Boykin
Anthony Joseph Bussolari
Kristina Elizabeth Carlson
Jacquelyn Marie Carlucci *
Xavier Stefan Paul Carty *
David Chero

Lynn T. Colford *

CRIMINAL JUSTICE

Gabriella Dena Desjardins *
Johannah Liv Hinojosa *
Kierra Mo'Nique Jacobs *
Melody N. Lee *

MaryAnn McKnight

FINANCE

Raffah Babar *

Anish Bhat

Ashley S. Bolden *
Archie C. Bright *

Xiao Cheng

Ahmed Zakariae Daoudi
Travis William Delva *
Di Duan *

Xinran Duan

Reena Faisal *

Nicole Ashley Ferreira *
Nishit Ghelani

Jessica Gigliotti *

Yimin Gui

Shimeng Guo

Sara Habib Allah
Doryanne Hamel
Jonathan B. Jillah Sr.

HOSPITALITY MANAGEMENT

Kaitlyn Celine Berube *
Rebecca Cohen *

Sara C. Curnes

Lisa Ellen Davis *

Ashley Doster *

Sean Patrick Dutra *
Jordan C. Etienne *
Danielle Marie Fitzgerald
Alexis Galarza *

Gianna Marie Giannini
Dominique Hill *

Kelly Elizabeth Hunt *
Taylor Marie Klein *
Raymond Alfonzo Lambert *
Grace Giles Lee McClentic
Ashley Virginia Milan *

Lindsy Marie Muller
Ariel Sharone Neal

Norresa L. Rhodes *
Raudia Tinel Sallee *
Kara M. Seccareccia

Chantal Vernice Jones

Gungeet Kaur

Alexander Andreyevich Kurochkin *
Joseph Allan-Bowden Lampros-Teja *
Yao Liu*

Jiani Lu *

Gengyun Ma

Shuaixian Mu

Yutong Niu

Sergei Panfilov *

Christopher Justin Peterson *
Mohammad Moshiur Rahman
Caryn Burke Ratcliff *

Iliass Reddad

Estefany Rincon *

Kayla Lynn Robidoux

Kuwardeep Singh Sabharwal

Erwing Saenz *

David Alan Downey
Tracey Edwards Daly
Jamie L. Fredericks

Gina Marie Nelson
Michelle Marie Outhouse *
Rachel Elizabeth Paulin *
Jennifer Mary Pelkey
Ashley M. Queen

Melissa Rose Reed *

Kayla Rios *

Linda Louise Smith *
Jiayin Ruth Sperry *
Michelle Nicole Tortora *
Alison M. Turner *
Ariana Patricia Verducci
Ashley Jasmine Williams *

Alfred Silveira *
Matthew Thomas Smith
Joelle Nicole Sturm *
Felicia Wacker *

Ilyas Sat *

Shan Renoir Jean-luc Severin
Takisha Lashay Smith *

Yuan Song

Rachid Taoudi Ben Chekroun
Deidrae S. Thompson
Trumane Ann Esther Trotman
Catherine E. Veloz *

Anisha Verma *

Titi Yang

Xiaoyi Yang

Yuan Yuan *

Jiaoyang Zeng *

Jia Zhang

Jiayao Zhang

Jiayue Zhang

Lesley S. Gauthier
Kiley Kern Gray
Charlotte Elizabeth Kasper *



Alexandra Lynn Kreher *
Dao Truc La *

Sarah Margaret Ludwin *
Jessie Lutes *

HUMAN RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

Teniola Yetunde Adeniyi
Paula Ann Albanese
Samantha Ann Babcock *
Wendy Lynne Baker *
Margaret J. Bertolino

Orin Burg *

Tracey Amita Cooper *
Devan Ryanmarie Dare *
Colleen M. Donnelly

Dustin E. Ferren *

Porsha Marie Funches
Kathleen Mary Gaskell *
Dorothy Gilbert *

Lashanda Denise Glenn-Jones
Karon Jahmai Green *
Hannah Rose Hanson

Aisis Coyaalble Emily Herring
Magaly Rojas Jordan *

Chun Hun Khoo *

Deanna Manners Ford *
Tracy Olenick *
Demarco Dejion Pope
Shontia Renee Rivers *

Melissa Merry Kirby *

Joshua Thomas Kolodziejski
Kimberly Ann LaBrie

Karina Lachapelle *

Jiawei Lai

Estae Tierra Lawrence *
Kaitlyn Leger *

Karin Ashley Leiper

Chia Chien Lin

Vanessa Marie Bolet-Lopez
Imane Loudiki *

Rupagya Kumar Manandhar *
Crystal Marie Martin

Robert Edward McGowan *
Eliana N. Medina *

Gabriel Antonio Moron Garcia *
Oanh Minh Nguyen

Jennifer Ogle *

Rickey Gerard Perez

INFORMATION SECURITY/ASSURANCE

Hardik Harikrishna Adesara
Muhammad Asif
Oluwatosin Tope Bello

Cece Boima *

Marvin Lamont Brooks
Evan P. Cardanha
Kamaljeet Kaur Chitchot

Su Dai *

Gagandeep Kaur Dhami

NONPROFIT MANAGEMENT

Dennis P. DeMarinis Jr. *
Saadiyah EI *

Tracy Ann Forkin

Jamie Zwillinger Hansen
Monica Leeming *

SPORT LEADERSHIP

Bethany Jane Barrar *

Arlen Sullivan Galloway *

*Post-May Graduate

David Michael Foran *
Manjot Singh Gill
Mahesh Kakarla
Poonam Rani

Nardip Singh Madhra
Swaruparani Maram
Priya Mohan *

Vishal Sanjay Ojha *
Michael H. Oliver

Susanna Nel MacLaren *
Rachel Giannotti McCarthy
Bridget Thayer McEachern *
Jeremy Scott Parmer
Thomas Jaymes Potenza

Morgan Ashley Majeski *
Jake Evan Murray *

Chelsea McDaniel Temple *
Branden Williams *

Molly Claire Perry *
Ashley A. Ralph *

Ashley Raymond *

Linda Ann Reaves
Jonathan Marcus Ruiz
Lonna Seng *

Rita Shah *

Christina Vanessa Shuford *
Latoyua Christina Sims *
Jennifer Lynn Summers
Andrew Lawrence Taylor
Karl Alexander Uzcategui *
Aditya Raj Verma *
Rachael A. Webber *
Yunying Xiao *

Meng Xue

Mimi Zaborowski *

Eshan Prasad *

Alicia P. Sisouvong-DeVries *
Annabelle Esther Suero *
Dwayne Thomas *

Peter George Tomasi III *
Michele A. Vonhein *

Yunhe Yuan

Kun Zhao

Sandy Figueiredo Ross
Bridget Scott
Malcolm L. Smith *
Jennifer Lyn Surmeian

Michelle Spreda *



Johnson & Wales University

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

James H. Hance Jr., chair of the board of trustees, Johnson & Wales University; operating executive, The Carlyle Group, Washington, D.C.
John J. Bowen 77, chancellor, president and chief executive officer, Johnson & Wales University

Derick Close, chief executive officer, Springs Creative Products Group LLC, Charlotte, North Carolina

Brenda Dann-Messier *00 Ed.D., commissioner, Rhode Island Office of the Postsecondary Commissioner, Warwick, R.I.

Michele Bailey DiMartino ’91, president and chief executive officer, Align Enterprises LLC, Tampa, Florida

Lawrence DiPasquale, chairman and chief executive officer, Epicurean Culinary Group, Centennial, Colorado

Laura Freid, president, Maine College of Art, Portland, Maine

Darren J. Lopes, director of institutional relationship management, TIAA, Providence, Rhode Island

M. John Martin ’86, president, The Capital Grille, Orlando, Florida

William J. Murphy, partner, Murphy & Fay LLP, Providence, Rhode Island

Philip S. Renaud II ’73, executive director, The Risk Institute in the Fisher College of Business, The Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio
Merrill W. Sherman, principal, Sherman Consulting LLC, Providence, Rhode Island

Clay A. Snyder 93, senior director of full service brand management, Hilton Worldwide, McLean, Virginia

D. Chip Wade ’83, former executive vice president of operations, Red Lobster, Orlando, Florida

John H. White Jr., executive chairman of the board, Taco Comfort Solutions, Cranston, Rhode Island

David Wilson P’98, independent director, Barnes & Noble Education Inc.; CoreSite Realty Inc., Naples, Florida

MEMBERS OF THE CORPORATION

Barbara L. Bennett, retired senior vice president of law & policy and corporate secretary, Johnson & Wales University, Naples, Florida
Joseph R. Beretta, president and chief financial officer, Robinson Green Beretta Corp., Providence, Rhode Island

Richard L. Bready, former chairman and chief executive officer, Nortek Inc., Providence, Rhode Island

Stephen J. Caldeira, president and chief executive officer, Consumer Specialty Products Association, Washington, D.C.

Richard G. Carriere, senior vice president, financial advisor, MorganStanley, Providence, Rhode Island

Colin J. Clapton, banking industry consultant, Canton, Massachusetts

Charles M. Cook, retired senior vice president of university affairs, Johnson & Wales University, Watertown, Massachusetts

Scott Davis 80, president, FLIK International, Rye, New York

Frank DiBiase, president, DiBiase Associates Inc., North Providence, Rhode Island

Bradford S. Dimeo, president, Dimeo Construction Company, Providence, Rhode Island

Thomas L. Dwyer, executive vice president and former vice chancellor, Johnson & Wales University

Gerald A. Fernandez ’86, president, Multicultural Foodservice & Hospitality Alliance, Providence, Rhode Island

Michael Friedman, vice president, Gerber Finance Inc., Providence, Rhode Island

Dana H. Gaebe, attorney at law, East Providence, Rhode Island

Richard J. Gladney, senior vice president and managing partner, Gladney Consulting Group of Wells Fargo, Providence, Rhode Island
Abraham Goldfarb, legacy trustee; president, National Banner Company; general manager, ABOA, Dallas, Texas

Edward P. Grace III, managing director, Grace Restaurant Partners, Orlando, Florida

Scott K. Keefer, legacy trustee; senior partner, Macktaz, Keefer & Kirby, Woonsocket, Rhode Island

Richard J. Kosh, provost emeritus, Johnson & Wales University, West Warwick, Rhode Island

Emeril J. Lagasse II1, chef, restaurateur, television personality and author, Emeril’s Homebase, New Orleans, Louisiana

Katherine Littlefield P’13, director, Scotts MiracleGro Company, Delray Beach, Florida

Kwan Lui, founder and director, At-Sunrice GlobalChef Academy, Singapore

William F. McArdle, former senior vice president of finance, Johnson & Wales University, Coventry, Rhode Island

Michael S. Parmet, partner, MiddletonRaines+Zapata LLP, Houston, Texas

Manuel Pimentel Jr., senior vice president emeritus of university relations, Johnson & Wales University, North Andover, Massachusetts
Larry Rice ’90, North Miami Campus president, Johnson & Wales University

Arthur S. Robbins, principal, Robbins Properties Inc., Providence, Rhode Island

Sylvia E. Robinson, president, SER Associates, Oak Hill, Virginia

Patricia R. Roche, retired partner, Roche-Rooney Financial Services, Denver, Colorado

Mim L. Runey, Providence Campus president and chief operating officer, Johnson & Wales University



Irving Schneider, retired Providence Campus president, Johnson & Wales University, North Kingstown, Rhode Island

Bennett E. Singer ’98 MBA, senior vice president & portfolio manager, U.S. Trust, Providence, Rhode Island

Lissa B. Singer ’98 MBA, chief quality officer, First Physician Corporation, Charlton Memorial Hospital ED, Fall River, Massachusetts
Guy B. Snowden, chair of the board emeritus, Johnson & Wales University; director, SnowMark Corp., Vero Beach, Florida

Paul Stonely, chief executive officer and executive committee member, World Association for Cooperative Education, Lowell, Massachusetts
Howard G. Sutton, executive in residence, Johnson & Wales University

John E. Taylor Jr., executive chairman of the board, Twin River Worldwide Holdings Inc., Vero Beach, Florida

William R. Tiefel, chairman, Carmax Inc.; chairman emeritus, The Ritz-Carlton Hotel Company LLC, Palm Beach, Florida

Edward P. Triangolo Jr., managing partner, Triangolo Professional Group, Sunrise, Florida

William E. Trueheart, retired chief executive officer, Achieving the Dream: Community Colleges Count, Washington, D.C.

Girard Visconti, partner, Shechtman Halperin Savage LLP, Pawtucket, Rhode Island

Laurie White, president, Greater Providence Chamber of Commerce, Providence, Rhode Island

Zolon A. Wilkins Jr., president, Lexington Interests Inc., Irving, Texas

Richard Wiscott, Denver Campus president, Johnson & Wales University

Donna J. Yena, retired vice president of employer relations, Johnson & Wales University, East Greenwich, Rhode Island

John A. Yena, chairman of the board emeritus, Johnson & Wales University, East Greenwich, Rhode Island

and all Members of the Board of Trustees

OFFICERS OF THE CORPORATION

John J. Bowen M.M., DBA (hon.), ’77, chancellor, president and chief executive officer

Thomas L. Dwyer, MBA, executive vice president

Joseph J. Greene Jr.’98 M.S., CPA, treasurer and chief financial officer

Mim L. Runey, LP.D., Providence Campus president and chief operating officer

Marie Bernardo-Sousa, LP.D., ’92, senior vice president of administration & enrollment management
Lily S. Hsu, Ed.D., provost

Emily A. Gilcreast, B.S., university secretary and Office of the Chancellor chief of staff
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Diplomas will be awarded upon completion of all university requirements.

The commencement program listing contains the names of students meeting eligibility criteria and submitted for publication as of
April 25, 2018. Names that are printed in the commencement program should not be used as an indicator of degree completion.

Students must satisfy all graduation requirements before officially graduating and receiving a diploma.
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For the safety of everyone in attendance and to comply with local fire department regulations, guests are requested to remain in

their seats during the program. Ushers are stationed at the foot of each aisle should you need assistance.

After the ceremony, guests may join the graduates outside under the marquee of the Dunkin’ Donuts Center. For your
convenience, the commencement ceremony is being professionally photographed (and videotaped) by Grad Images? For
information on ordering photos (or a DVD of the ceremony), please contact Grad Images®at 800-261-2576 or online at
gradimages.com. Grad Images®has agreed to provide a free 5x7 of the graduate’s choice to each graduate that provides his/her

email and mailing address to Grad Images? The ceremony is also being streamed live at http://portal.stretchinternet.com/jwuri.
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Symbols of Commencement

UNIVERSITY SEAL

The university seal represents Johnson & Wales University’s
roots. The year at the top of the shield, 1914, is the year that
the university was founded by Gertrude I. Johnson and Mary
T. Wales. The dragon of St. George on the upper portion of the
crest honors the Wales family, while the lower portion of the

crest bears the cross of St. John and honors the Johnson family.

MACE

The Johnson & Wales University mace symbolizes the ideals
and values of JWU’s educational philosophy. Cast of silver
and bronze, it is engraved with the names of our founders
and presidents, past and present. Our campus locations are
engraved on the golden bands. On ceremonial occasions,
university officials carry the mace to display the unity and

continuity of Johnson & Wales University.

The mace dates to medieval times, when it was first used as a
weapon. Forbidden to use swords, medieval European bishops
were allowed to enter battle with a mace — typically an iron

or steel club designed to split armor. By the 16th century, the
mace had become a symbol of authority that colleges and
universities began using ceremonially. That tradition continues
today, and the mace is carried as part of formal academic
occasions like these at colleges and universities across the

globe.

ACADEMIC DRESS

The tradition of wearing distinctive dress for academic reasons
dates back to the Middle Ages. Today, academic costumes are
usually worn in the United States by people participating in

academic ceremonies.

The faculty and platform party wear regalia representative of

the degrees they possess.

HOODS

Originating from the cowls of monastic orders, the hoods are
the most distinctive part of the academic regalia. Their shape
and size indicate the level of degree attained, and the colors
reflect both the academic field as well as the institution that

granted the degree.

The fields of study most frequently represented in academic

processions are the following:

FIELD OF STUDY COLOR
Arts, Letters, Humanities White
Business, Commerce Nugget
Education Light Blue
Fine Arts Brown
Law Purple
Physician Assistant Studies ~ Green
Social Work Citron
CAPS

There is more variety in the shape and color of academic hats
than in any other area. Master’s and doctoral degree recipients
wear the tassel on the left throughout the ceremony, and the

doctoral soft-cap often features a gold tassel.

To attendees of this event:

Johnson & Wales University has hired
professional photographers/videographers
to capture images of this graduation for use
in educational and promotional materials.
Attendance at this event constitutes each
individual’s consent to Johnson & Wales
University to have their image and voice
recorded and retransmitted for any and all
purposes at the university’s discretion. If you
do not agree with the foregoing, please see a

university special events staff member.
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