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Dear Graduates of the Class of 2016,

Congratulations on your graduation from Johnson & Wales University, a 

significant accomplishment for you and all who have supported your efforts. 

We are grateful for your contributions here. You have honored us with 

high achievement, a sense of purpose and humor, a determined spirit and a 

commitment to professional success and personal fulfillment. Thank you.

Your time at JWU has been remarkable. I share the immense pride of our faculty 

and staff at what you have accomplished. You took full advantage of all that 

Johnson & Wales has to offer — from the expertise and dedication of exceptional  

faculty members to a rich array of outside-the-classroom experiences. You welcomed the intellectual challenges 

of the classroom and the opportunity for discovery in the laboratory and beyond. You immersed yourselves in 

our community, sharing your time and skills with all of us.

Along the way, you developed a strong academic foundation, marketable work experience and valuable 

leadership skills. You are ready to transition to the next, exciting phase of your life’s journey. Make the most of 

the advantages you have gained to leave an imprint on our world that is lasting and impactful.

Remember, too, that you always have a home at JWU. As you add your voice to more than 100,000 individuals 

across the globe who proudly call JWU their alma mater, know that Johnson & Wales University is a place where 

you can reconnect with friends, nourish your interests and share your stories with our next generation of leaders.

The entire university community shares my pride in what you’ve done for JWU. Your contributions honor those 

who came before you and have done much to strengthen our university. You have our gratitude and our best 

wishes for what lies ahead.

Sincerely,

Mim L. Runey, LP.D.
Providence Campus President,
Chief Operating Officer
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JOHNSON & WALES UNIVERSITY: FUTURE LEADERS START HERE

Founded in 1914, Johnson & Wales University is a private, nonprofit, accredited institution with more than 
15,000 graduate, undergraduate and online students at its four campuses in Providence, Rhode Island; North 
Miami, Florida; Denver, Colorado; and Charlotte, North Carolina. An innovative educational leader, the 
university offers degree programs in arts and sciences, business, culinary arts, design and engineering, education, 
health and wellness, hospitality, nutrition and physician assistant studies. Its unique model integrates arts and 
sciences and industry-focused education with work experience and leadership opportunities, inspiring students 
to achieve professional success and lifelong personal and intellectual growth. The university’s impact is global, 
with alumni from 123 countries pursuing careers worldwide. For more information, visit jwu.edu.

A GLOBAL UNIVERSITY

At Johnson & Wales, we’ve always been committed to embracing diversity and an international perspective to  
help foster a richly inclusive educational experience for all of our students.

As such, the university has a long and proud history of welcoming students from across the globe. In fact,  
our more than 9,200 international alumni — representing 123 countries — are a testament to our unique 
approach to experiential education, and to our welcoming and supportive culture.

Today, we’re honored to host more than 1,400 international students representing 84 countries who are such 
an integral part of our university community. Because of this, we rank as the 126th overall institution in the 
United States for international student enrollment.

We’re equally committed to enriching and expanding opportunities for global learning, and to enhancing 
opportunities for global citizenship. Our students completed internships in 30 countries last year and took 
advantage of our 44 study abroad and exchange programs across six continents. Because of this, we rank as the 
26th master’s level institution in the United States for number of students who studied abroad.

To all of our international graduates celebrating with us today, we thank you for your significant contributions 
to the JWU experience, and we wish you much success in all your personal and professional endeavors.

v v v 
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Order of Exercises

PROCESSION
Commencement Marshal — George S. Bottomley, D.V.M., PA-C, director of the Center for Physician Assistant Studies
Commencement Marshal — Louis D’Abrosca, Ed.D., dean of the School of Business
Commencement Marshal — Cynthia L. Parker, Ed.D., dean of the College of Online Education
Commencement Marshal — Angela Renaud, Ed.D., dean of the John Hazen White College of Arts & Sciences
Candidates for Degrees
Faculties of the Schools and Colleges
International Parade of Flags
Platform Party led by Mace Bearer — Lily S. Hsu, Ed.D., vice provost

WELCOME
Mim L. Runey, LP.D., Providence Campus president

NATIONAL ANTHEM
Kim M. Frenze
 
PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS
Mim L. Runey

CLASS OF 2016 STUDENT ADDRESS
Shane Carew ’16 MBA

GREETINGS FROM THE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
Nicholas Spera ’09 Ed.D., principal, Marine Science Magnet High School of Southeastern Connecticut

PRESENTATION OF HONORARY DEGREE CANDIDATES
Thomas L. Dwyer, vice chancellor and provost

CONFERRAL OF HONORARY DEGREES
Anthony Maione, president and CEO, United Way of Rhode Island
	 Conferred by Mim L. Runey
Terrie Fox Wetle, M.S., Ph.D., dean of the School of Public Health; professor of health services, policy & practice; Brown University
	 Conferred by John J. Bowen ’77, chancellor

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS
Terrie Fox Wetle ’16 Hon.

PRESENTATION OF DOCTORAL AND GRADUATE DEGREE CANDIDATES
Thomas L. Dwyer

CONFERRAL OF DOCTORAL AND GRADUATE DEGREES
Mim L. Runey

RECESSIONAL
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Alumni Speaker  

NICHOLAS SPERA ’09 ED.D.
Principal, Marine Science Magnet High School of Southeastern Connecticut

In his fifth year as the leader of Marine Science Magnet High School (MSMHS), Nicholas Spera ’09 Ed.D., has 
led and supported the development of a rigorous and innovative curricula with a safe and nurturing culture and 
climate. His efforts have resulted in his students being ranked top 10 in the state of Connecticut for the past 
four years for academic achievement. 

Spera was the recipient of the 2012–13 William Cielukowski First-Year Principal of the Year Award from the 
Connecticut Association of Schools. In addition to receiving Connecticut’s Top “40 Under 40” Award, Spera 
has led MSMHS to consecutive Connecticut State Department of Education School of Distinction Awards for 
Overall Performance in 2013 and 2014. Moreover, in April 2015, the University of Connecticut named him 
the Principal of the Year for his Early College Experience Program support and advocacy. 

Spera came to MSMHS from the nationally recognized Guilford High School where he was a school  
administrator and was instrumental in the development of the district’s SRBI procedures and policies as the 
SRBI district co-chairperson. His experience as a mathematics teacher, school-to-career coordinator, dean of 
students, and assistant principal bring a wide range of knowledge and expertise to the region.  

Spera joined MSMHS with an educational philosophy based upon the importance of motivating all students  
to succeed to their highest abilities while providing an engaging, diverse and rigorous academic learning  
environment that promotes and prepares students for productive roles incorporating critical 21st-century life 
skills. He believes strongly that effort creates ability and that all students will succeed.

v v v

Student Speaker  

SHANE CAREW ’16 MBA

Shane Carew has made the most of his time at the university, acquiring a bachelor’s degree in food service 
management last February and an MBA today. He has incorporated his education into his student life as 
founding vice president of Kappa Sigma fraternity’s Tau Lambda Chapter. He created strategies and investment  
plans to enhance the fraternity’s portfolio, personally increased marketing capabilities, and aided Kappa 
Sigma’s advancement until it became the largest fraternity on campus, just one year after the chapter’s creation.

Carew’s academic achievements are only half of his talent. His skills are utilized at Oppenheimer & Co. Inc. as 
a wealth management intern, where he generates new clients through targeted marketing strategies, aids in the 
management of more than $450 million in assets, and makes investment recommendations based on personal 
equity research. He is treasurer in the Order of Omega National Greek Honor Society Tau Beta Chapter and 
was past president of the JWU Interfraternity Council. His spare time has been dedicated to leadership and 
volunteer work for Relay For Life and the Providence Youth Center, and he currently is a youth mentor at 
GoodGuides RI. His JWU MBA is not the final step in Carew’s education. He plans to attend Johns Hopkins 
University’s Carey Business School in the fall to obtain a master’s degree in finance. 
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ANTHONY MAIONE
Doctor of Business Administration in Management

Anthony Maione has been president and chief executive officer of United Way of Rhode 
Island (UWRI) since 2005. Under Maione’s leadership, UWRI is helping people develop the 
knowledge and skills to better themselves and their families.

Maione began his career as a nonprofit CEO in 1983, when he led an organization that 
advocates for those challenged by intellectual and development disabilities. He grew the 
company’s budget from $100,000 to $1.2 million in less than two years. He also served as 
CEO of The Samaritans, a suicide prevention program, and The National Conference for 
Community and Justice, an organization dedicated to promoting understanding and respect 
among all people, before taking over at UWRI.

Career achievements at UWRI include the establishment of Rhode Island’s 2-1-1, the  
statewide information and referral line that takes more than 200,000 calls annually, the 
deepest market penetration of any 2-1-1 in the United States. He led UWRI to successfully 
advocate for $75 million in bonds to build more than 1,200 units of affordable housing 
and adopted the “Housing First” approach to long-term homelessness. Thanks to UWRI’s 
funding and policy efforts, more than half of the long-term homeless population has been 
permanently housed.

Under Maione’s direction, UWRI has also focused on the importance of education for 
Rhode Island’s children. He established BrightStars, the state’s first quality rating system 
for pre-K programs. In partnership with Hasbro, he initiated a statewide summer learning 
program that not only stemmed summer learning loss, but demonstrated learning gains. 

He also relocated UWRI from the East Side of Providence to Olneyville, one of the most  
underserved areas of the state and capital city. UWRI now gets 2,000 walk-in visitors  
annually who are in need of help. Thanks to Maione’s employee engagement and focus on 
managers as coaches, UWRI has received the Best Places to Work Award nine consecutive 
times from Providence Business News.

Maione has a bachelor’s degree in philosophy from Rhode Island College and an MBA from 
the University of Rhode Island. He lives in North Kingstown with his wife, Dori Gerhardt, 
and has two adult children, Anna and Graham. His hobbies include reading presidential 
biographies, playing classic rock tunes on his guitar, and spending time at his favorite retreat 
on Block Island.

Honorary Degree Recipient
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Honorary Degree Recipient

TERRIE FOX WETLE, M.S., PH.D.
Doctor of Humane Letters

Terrie Fox Wetle, M.S., Ph.D., is the inaugural dean of the Brown University School of 
Public Health, and a professor of health services research, policy and practice. She was 
most recently deputy director of the National Institute on Aging at the National Institutes 
of Health. She is former associate director of the Division on Aging and assistant professor 
of medicine at Harvard Medical School. At Yale, she was long-term care administration  
director and an assistant professor of epidemiology and public health. She previously 
worked in federal government as a social policy analyst for the DHHS Administration on 
Aging, and in local government as director of an agency on aging in Portland, Oregon. 

Wetle has written more than 300 scientific publications and edited several books in 
the areas of public health policy, aging and gerontology. Her research interests include 
social gerontology, health services, and ethical issues in geriatric care and promoting 
health of aging populations. She has worked with the Rhode Island School of Design on 
designing products for older populations and has connected JWU leadership to numerous 
community members in the medical, government, health insurance, educational and 
public health areas that have contributed to the physician assistant program’s success. 

Devoted to understanding and improving community and population health outcomes, 
Wetle is past president of both the Gerontological Society of America and the American 
Federation for Aging Research. She received the Donald P. Kent Award from the 
Gerontological Society of America in 2008, a lifetime achievement award from the 
American Public Health Association in 2013, and the Irving S. Wright Award of 
Distinction from the American Federation of Aging Research in 2014. She served on the 
NIH National Advisory Council on Aging from 2010 to 2013.

Wetle has two master’s degrees, one in health policy and aging from Harvard University 
and one in psychology from Portland State University, where she also received her 
doctorate in urban studies, health policy. Her hobbies include cooking and inventing 
new dishes, theatre and supporting the career development of emerging scholars and 
professionals. She and her husband Dr. Richard Besdine reside in Rhode Island.
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Doctor of Education in Educational Leadership  
Degree Recipients

JO-ANN PETRUCCI ANDREWS
An Examination of the Perceptions of Mental Health Professionals Regarding  

Increased Prevalence of Mental Health Issues and Impediments in Accessing Services for Students in Need
B.A., The Franciscan University; B.A., Rhode Island College; M.A., Providence College

Major Advisor: Thomas P. DiPaola, Ph.D.

DARLINE BERRIOS 
Sharing Our Unheard Voices: Perceptions of the Lived Experience of Teachers of Color

B.A., Providence College; M.A.T., Brown University
Major Advisor: Felice D. Billups, Ed.D.

JENNIFER E. BRODERICK
Flipped Classrooms as an Experiential Learning Strategy: 

How Do Faculty Adapt to Teaching with Instructional Technology?
B.S., Southern Connecticut State University; MBA, University of Phoenix

Major Advisor: Felice D. Billups, Ed.D.

EDMUND T. CABELLON 
Redefining Student Affairs Through Digital Technology:  

A Ten-Year Historiography of Digital Technology Use by Student Affairs Administrators
B.A., Stonehill College; M.A., Central Connecticut State University

Major Advisor: Felice D. Billups, Ed.D.

COLLEEN L. CASWELL 
Perceived Effectiveness of Trauma Informed Care in Supporting 

the Social Emotional Needs of Elementary Students with Significant Disabilities
B.S., Rhode Island College; M.Ed., Rhode Island College

Major Advisor: Thomas P. DiPaola, Ph.D.

JASON DEFALCO
Principals’ Perceptions on Coaching, Supervision and Evaluation: 

An Effort to Develop Instructional Leaders in an Urban District in Southeastern Massachusetts
B.S., Suffolk University; M.Ed., Worcester State University

Major Advisor: Thomas P. DiPaola, Ph.D.

LISA A. DION 
The Relationship of School-Wide Positive Behavior Intervention and Supports to School Climate and Behavior
B.S., Rhode Island College; MBA, Bryant University; M.Ed., Reading Specialist, Rhode Island College;  

M.Ed., Educational Leadership, Rhode Island College
Major Advisor: Stacey L. Kite, DBA

ALYSSA ASHLEY FREZZA 
Academic Services for College Athletes at Division II and III Institutions: Academic Advisor Perceptions

B.A., University of Rhode Island; MBA, Johnson & Wales University
Major Advisor: Felice D. Billups, Ed.D.
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TAMMY GREENE
Determining Elementary Students’ Mathematical Self-Efficacy and Attitudes towards Mathematics through Journal Writing

B.S., University of Massachusetts — Dartmouth; M.S., Simmons College
Major Advisor: Robert K. Gable, Ed.D.

IRENE IRUDAYAM
International Student Satisfaction with Support Services

B.Com., University of Madras; M.S., Education, University of Akron;  
M.S., Geographic Information Science, University of Akron

Major Advisor: Stacey L. Kite, DBA

PATRICIO V. JORGE 
Faculty Engagement: Multicultural Students’ Perceptions of Faculty Engagement in a New England Institution of Higher Education

B.S., University of Massachusetts — Dartmouth; MBA, Johnson & Wales University
Major Advisor: Robert K. Gable, Ed.D.

KARA KOLOMITZ 
The New College President: Leadership in Challenging Times

B.A., Regis University; M.Ed., Providence College
Major Advisor: Felice D. Billups, Ed.D.

KIMBERLY PAGE 
Contracts with Community College Adjunct Faculty Members: Potential Supplemental Benefits to Increase Satisfaction

B.S., Elizabethtown College; J.D., California Western School of Law
Major Advisor: Cynthia V.L. Ward, Ed.D.

MAGDALENA GANIAS PANAGIOTIDIS 
Teacher Self-Efficacy in Giving Feedback to Students

B.A., Providence College; M.A., Columbia University; M.Ed., Worcester State University
Major Advisor: Scott L. Borstel, Ed.D.

AGNES BARBARA PELOPIDA 
The Relationship of Grade 12 High School Students’ Perceptions of Writing 
Self-Efficacy and Academic Writing Outcomes in a Suburban High School

B.A., Rhode Island College; M.A., University of Rhode Island
Major Advisor: Robert K. Gable, Ed.D.

PAMELA POTEMRI  
The Rhode Island Teacher Evaluation Model: An Internet-based Approach

B.A., B.S., Rhode Island College; M.S.Ed., Simmons College
Major Advisor: Thomas P. DiPaola, Ph.D.

FRANCESCA FLORIO SALVADORE 
The Relationship Between Biotechnology CTE Students and Non-CTE Peers with Respect to Self-Efficacy for  

Achievement, Attendance Support, and College and Career Readiness
B.A., Rhode Island College; M.A., Brown University

Major Advisor: Scott L. Borstel, Ed.D.

JOANY SANTA  
The Impact of Secondary Traumatic Stress on Urban Educators in Schools with High At-risk Student Populations

B.A., Rhode Island College; M.Ed., Cambridge College
Major Advisor: Robert K. Gable, Ed.D.



* Post-May Graduate

Master of Science in Physician Assistant Studies  
Degree Recipients

Eric Boettjer  
Gary Campbell  
Kendra Cheng  
Samantha Lea Colli  
Laura Coral  
Alyssa Curtis  
Brittany Mae Fraser  
Kaitlyn Gavalchin  

Carissa Rose Hill  
Stephanie Ann Kalas  
Reilly Owen Loomis  
Elizabeth Jeanne Mewha  
Krista Marie Murphy  
Dana Rae Purdy  
Jeffrey Thomas Roegner  
Andrew Timothy Rowles  

Alexandra Russell  
Jacqueline Smola  
Monica Katharine Souza  
Ashley Stoltenburg  
Rashida Taher  
Lauren Elizabeth Vieira  
Julie A. Wikiera

Master of Arts in Teaching  
Degree Recipients

Justin Leigh Davis
Barbara J. Williams

v v v
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Master of Business Administration  
Degree Recipients

Silajiding Aishanjiang  
Wufuer Aliya  
Dustin Mark Alvanas  
Jennifer Lynn Ambrose  
Antonilia Aisha Anthony*
Aimee E. Bacon*
Sidike Bahaguli*
Naomi Jane Bailey*
Suzana Bajracharya*
Sierra R. Barnhardt-Barter*
Mirza Raquel Berganza*
Tyler Eric Berry  
Vinit Bhandari*
Marc Boman*
Brittany L. Boncorddo*
Jessica Lynn Borges*
Ricardo Boutin*
Garret James Bowen*
Tawny Bowen*
Nicole Brito*
Sarah M. Buchanan  
Elizabeth A. Buckley  
Nicole Lynn Buono*
Yewei Cai  
Hui Cao*
Zhongda Cao*
Stephen G. Carbone  
Shane William Carew  
Kendrick L. Cauthen*
Preerati Chaisarn*
Manzhen Chen*
Miao Chen  
Yunqing Chen*
Shaobai Cheng  
Yi-Lin Christina Cheng*
Jimmy Chhoeun  
Wei-Ming Chien  
Pei-Tzu Chiu*
Eunhyuk Choi  
Mun Chun Leon Chong  
Raghavender R. Choula*
Keya Kendra Clarke  
Ming Colbert  
Wenjin Cui  
Erika S. DaCruz*
Jiana Daikh*
Yaya Dante*
Jared P. DaRocha*

Anthony Edward Del Toro Jr.  
Victor DePina*
Antonio Desimone*
Gagandeep Kaur Dhami*
Fatoumata Dienta*
Krystal Susan DiGiovanni*
Yirui Ding*
Sharan Suresh Dingreja  
Zhuo Du*
Shawna Leigh Dunphy*
Kreta Rasha Evertsz*
Janice A. Falconer*
Yu-Wei Feng*
Sarah Elizabeth Finnerty*
Luisa Fernanda Fortich*
Gael Francois*
Latoya Freelove*
Lauren Alyssa Friedland  
Ruth M. Fuerte*
Mamadou Gadiaga  
Jinting Gang*
Catherine M. Geromini  
Ellyn Q. Gerrmann*
Shahina Ghanie*
Nishit Ghelani*
Ngoc Chau Bao Giang  
Chad R. Goldman*
Harshpuri Dineshpuri Goswami*
Xiaoqi Gu  
Aaron Christopher Guckian*
Haohui Gui  
Christina Marie Guimar  
Hans Gulrajani*
Siyuan Guo*
Kangna Gupta*
Kimberley Lynn Hall*
Nicole Matellian Hall  
Victor Nathaniel Hall  
Connor J. Harding*
Bryce Lindsey Harvey  
Nathan A. Hatch*
Caiyi He*
Yunfei He*
Ziyuan He  
Elizabeth Anne Hertweck*
Hamza Himmi*
Courtney Holley Hoekstra*
Shan Hua  

Wenzhu Huang*
Richard Anthony Interrante*
Lindsey Renae Jackson*
Othilia Seebowelee Jackson  
Houaida Janoudi*
Soo In Ji*
Tian Jiang  
Xiangle Jiang  
Jamye Sonaia Johnson  
Richard C. Jones*
Vik Joshi  
Parry Ajaykumar Kalavadia  
Sahil Kamboj*
Chen Kang  
Ryan-Jean Keenan*
Kevina Andrea Kenney  
Madison L. Keys*
Birat Khatri*
Chun Hun Khoo  
Andrea Landy
Joshua A. Lanni*
Gregory Mark Laporte*
Andrew L. Lauer*
Kasey Marie Layton*
Tuyen Ngoc Le*
Charles Leduc*
Jacquette Le’Mon*
Aidi Li*
Muye Li  
Qinglin Li  
Shen Li*
Xiaohong Li*
Xiaotian Li  
Xin Li*
Yuetong Li*
Zhen Li  
Weiwei Liang*
Simon Michael Lichter*
Natasha Liriano*
Chia-Yu Liu  
Mengjie Liu*
Sha Liu  
Xin Liu*
Ziyi Liu  
Soukaina Loukili  
Jiani Lu  
Yaoyi Lu*
Michele L. Luces*
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* Post-May Graduate

Yichun Ma  
Yining Ma  
David Joseph Macedo*
Orlan P. Madriaga*
George M. Malavasic  
Mya Rose Mallory  
Xinchen Man  
Jorge Luis Mancebo  
Neunoug Jade Mangum  
Shuting Mao  
Daniel Masterson*
Diane McCown  
Brittany Meinsen*
Nicole Gabrielle Memoly  
Peter B. Miranda  
Abdul Rawoof Mohammed*
Sultan Mohammed*
Jordan John Moniz*
Sebastian Lee Moore  
Angelica Bianca Morales  
Juliana Wangui Muthee  
Tod Alan Nissle*
Elissa O’Brien*
Erin Elizabeth O’Brien*
Darlene Ortega*
Jennifer M. Otero*
Anthony R. Pacchioni*
Zhonghui Pan  
Abhishek Vinodbhai Pandya*
Anilkumar Naginbhai Patel*
Mitul Hemantkumar Patel*
Arun Paul*
Philip Marcel Paul  
Holly Anne Peckham  
Kelley L. Peters*
Anthony C. Peterson*
Larissa M. Petisce  
Sachin Phutanae Omprakash*
Shangxian Piao*

Erika Leigh Pietrunti  
Gabriella Leigh Pulley*
Xuezhu Qu  
Joseph W. Rainone*
Iliass Reddad  
Andrew C. Reh*
Huan Ren  
Edwin Oliver Sach*
Evelyn Jeannette Salazar*
Mark Thomas Salisbury  
Steven R. Sandblom  
Jennifer Lee Santilli*
Rebecca Marie Scarpato*
Krystal L. Sekula*
Anny J. Serrano*
Darshan N. Shah*
Nitin Sharma*
Brihat Shrestha*
Elina Shrestha*
Melisa Silver  
Bernadin Simeus  
Joseph John Sinapi Jr. *
Sandi Sipura  
Richard J. Siravo  
Peter Soguero*
Brayan Alfonso Solano*
Minjie Song  
Marcella M. Spezzacatena*
Ting Sun  
Suraj Tandukar  
Erin Stinnett Tanner  
Ranish Thapa*
Taylor Madisson Timmons  
Shana Geneva Torres*
Ann Tsai  
Andreas Maximilian Ulrich*
Kelsey Clara Underwood  
Matthew M. VanKooten  
Gianna L. Velino  

Randolph L. Vialva  
Peter J. Viccione  
Vishal Satishsinh Vihol*
Shakira A. Walker*
Kelly Elizabeth Walters  
Feidie Wang  
Kuncheng Wang*
Mengruo Wang  
Tian Wang*
Yangyang Wang  
Yunhe Wang*
Qingwen Wei  
Qiwen Wei*
Wen Wei
Qing Wen  
Philip Jordan Wong*
Chengdong Wu*
Chien Wu*
Jing Wu  
Zhenyu Xu*
Chenxi Xue*
Mingxi Yang*
Kevin Yon*
Ching-Shuan Yu  
Peng Yu*
Xingkai Yu  
Zeheng Yu  
Weixin Yuan*
Rachida Zalmat  
Lingyu Zeng  
Jia Zhang  
Lu Zhang*
Miao Zhang  
Xiaofu Zhang*
Yijun Zhang*
Xin Zhao  
Bo Zhou  
Chunyi Zhou*
Suxin Zhou
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Samantha H. Kim*

Maimaitiming Aihemaitijiang*
Suofeiya Alifu*
Alexus Rhianna Beckford  
Jennifer L. Belisle*
Elizabeth M. Bento*
Nicole E. Berger  
Monique Andree Bonin  
Jaime L. Caffin  
Amber Charette*
Raymond Cheng  
Xiao Cheng  
Steven John Croteau*
Amarilis DeSousa*
Narayan Prasad Dhakal  
Jingcong Du  
Xinran Duan*
Siqi Fang*

Dora M. Garcia  
Sara Grzebien*
Shimeng Guo*
Wen Guo  
Lamia Hasansoy*
Weiwei Hu  
Xiaoyang Hu*
Benxing Huang*
Henry Oheri Ipeli*
Yaxin Jiang  
Yi Jin  
Zhengrun Jin*
Silin Li*
Yangyang Li  
Kenneth Libby  
Gengyun Ma  
Michelle Mathewson*

Yijun Meng  
Sujana Parajuli  
Dolan Conway Simmons Jr.*
Hilda Soares*
Long Wang*
Shiyang Wang*
Tarah M. Warner  
Shane Allen Wilcox  
Yili Xiadiya*
Mingzi Xiang*
Minwei Xu  
Lin Yang*
Jiaoyang Zeng  
Jiayue Zhang*
Ranzhuo Zhang*
Jing Zhou  
Jiacheng Zhu*

Accounting

Lydia Monserrate Acevedo*
Schyonne Christina Adderley*
Woinshet Legesse Adile  
Victoria Agostini*
Kayla Anne Aldcroft  
Nawaf Hassan Alhumaidi*
Abdullah Mohammed A. Almasoud*
Kelsey A. Almeida  
Nouh Ali Alrajab*
Schellie E. Andrews*
Chutirat Aphithanamontri  
Ashley Rose Archibald  
Karin Linnea Arnold*
Vanessa Azemar*
Jennifer M. Babin  
Elizabeth Anne Bain*
Taylor Ann Barone  
Morgan Elizabeth Bell Alves*
Kristin Bonnell*
Ryan M. Bowen*
Shelby A. Bowen  
Kastaisja Brant*
Kimberly Noelle Bredbenner*
Myia Yarnell Daniel  

Ronald Brown*
Na’Kia Kesa-Olivia Burrell*
Danielle E. Buxton*
Kaitlynn Buzynski*
Corey W. Campbell*
Dean Edward Capece  
Jared Lynn Cappers*
Jennifer Chadwick*
Pathareeya Chairuangsang*
Chenzhe Chang  
Che-Wei Chang*
Stephanie Kym Cheever*
Jierui Chen*
Jingsi Chen  
Tianyue Chen  
Tzu-Chen Chen  
Pei-Ning Chung  
Jonathan R. Clark  
Krista C.K. Cochran*
Christopher Joseph Coyle  
Elizabeth N. Dau*
Liliana De La Osa  
Sophie Lara Dicks*
Danielle P. Ditomasso*

Carson Dockham*
Rajan Dongol  
James Anthony Donlin*
Alyssa Drapeau  
Christine Drew  
David Ryan Driscoll  
Christopher James Drummond  
Di Duan  
Emily Rowland Duke  
Tracie Marie Durda*
Bryan H. Fatini*
Patricia Kolczynski Fea*
Lei Feng*
Beth Ann Fletcher*
Marina Floratos*
Kelly Mae Fox*
Kirk Stephen Frazer Jr.*
Carly Gaffney  
Linyang Gao*
Liza Michelle Gentile*
Ashlen Ann Gianforcaro  
Alexander Montgomery Gilliam  
Sarah Mekonnen Girma  
Megan Corinne Glover  

Hospitality

Finance
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* Post-May Graduate

Christina L. Godfrey*
Stephen M. Gordon  
Gabriella Green*
Yimin Gui*
Jiayun Guo*
Junwei Guo*
Lauren Michelle Hahn  
Sang Bo Han*
Xiao Han*
Kevin Dyshawn Hardy  
Michelle Leigh Harlow   
Lindsay Nicole Heuschneider*
Adam L. Holt  
Tao Hong  
Elizabeth Howland*
Wanyin Hu*
I-Lun Hung  
Yuan Jiang*
Lu Jin  
Qiuyu Jin*
Crystal N. Jones-Marshall  
Rachit Umeshkumar Kapadia*
Dhruvi Vishvesh Katbamna*
Emma M. Kelly*
Shoyeb Riyaz Khan  
Hee Kyung Kim  
Moonsun Kim  
Taehee Kim*
Jhony Kosasih*
Hsin-Ju Kuo  
Pasang Khendo Lama*
Connor R. Langton  
I-Hsuan Claire Lee  
Brenden Galvin Lenhardt  
Jue Li  
Wenjie Li  
Yaxuan Li  
Yingshu Li  
Yuhao Li  
Dawen Liao  
Chia-Yi Liu  
En Chieh Liu  
Jingwen Liu*
Tsui-Jung Liu  
Yan Liu  
Maria Dolores Llanso  
Nicholas Long*
Emily R. Lopez*

Kyle Acox-Maurice Luke  
Kristin Lutz  
Robert Thomas Lybrand  
Ryan Scott MacDonald*
Kayla Lynn Martin*
Brian Maruszczak*
George Mathew*
Qualanda M. Mathis*
Yaitza Enid Matos-Rodriguez*
Brittni Lauren Menard*
Richa Madhusuthan Menon*
Brittany L. Miller*
William A. Miller*
Juie Siddharth Mobar  
Marilyn Muljat*
Seda Nacar  
Haylee Jean Nelson*
Dante J. Nicastro*
Edward Paul O’Brien Jr.  
Pei-Ling Ou*
Robert Andrew Penry  
Hanna Perapletchykava  
Shavona Potter*
Danavia Monine Previlon  
Sheryl A. Queen*
Courtney Kohlman Ralls*
Steven Ryan Raymond*
Kelsey Taylor Remick  
Claudia Jane Richardson  
Mandy Marie Robidoux*
Amanda Jensine Rosena  
Tiffany Tatiana Sanchez  
Lindsey Sanford*
Neeracha Sanguansub*
Amanda Elizabeth Schade  
Justin Iky Schneiberg  
Anthony James Schueckler*
Brittany Sue Scott  
Tai T. Sellers*
Corrie Shaw*
Weiting Sheng  
Chang Shi*
Jihhae Shin
Nicole Denise Small*
Andrea Elizabeth Smith  
Ashleigh M. Smith*
Harmony Lynn Sochor  
Allison R. Solomon*

Dongdong Song*
Lei Song  
Xiaoya Song  
Conner Hamlet Speigner*
William F. Stenger*
Andrew Lawrence Stock  
Paul G. Suplee  
Travis C. Swaby*
Ting Tan  
Wua Huan Tan*
Cayla Mary Teehan  
Josenia Esmeralda Toribio*
Marlex Torres*
Lilah Rose Tracy*
Nai-Wen Tsai  
Harlee Susan Turell*
Marcus R. Urquhart  
Ivan Josiah Valcin*
Darren R. Veilleux  
Elizabeth Ann Vestal*
Laura Villanueva*
Darren Walker*
Chiao-Chi Wang  
Mei-Han Wang  
Ruolin Wang  
Wenjun Wang  
Yang Wang*
Yili Wang  
Matthew James Weingard*
Haibo Wen  
Hudson Ross White  
Jevaughn Rycharde Wilkinson*
Bridgitte Monique Willis  
Joseph Adam Wisniewski  
Shan Wu*
Shuang Wu  
Yiwen Wu  
Yidan Xu*
Xinyuan Xue*
Cicong Ye*
Chen Han Yen  
Christy A Zawatski*
Chen Zeng*
Chenran Zhang  
Xuesha Zhao
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Master of Science Degree Recipients

Morgan Ann Ajello  
Kaylyn Shea Banning  
Sarika Singh Chauhan  
Stephanie Elizabeth Coyle  
Danielle E. Gagnon  

Pamela Massiel Gonzalez Vargas  
William Edward Lancellotti Jr.  
Denise Monteiro  
Kathryn Rachel Otoski  
Manuelita Payen  

Elizabeth A. Testa  
Jennifer A. Toutain*
Brittni Shaun Turchetta  
Laura Ashley Urko  
Haley Lynn Wilk*

Counseling

Nirajan Adhikari  
Michael Aiello  
Shivang Kiranbhai Amin  
Smriti Aryal  
Sajan Baniya  
Ashish Bhandari  
Miryam R. DeAndrade*
Santosh Gautam*
Aswin Gurung*
Alisha Karmacharya  
Joga Rao Karukolla*

Mohammed Saad Rahman Khan*
Praveen Loganathan*
Akash Mahato*
Sujan Marasini  
Remya Mathew*
Leonilde Daisy Moreira  
Robert E. Morse  
Ryan J. Murphy*
Bibek Nakarmi*
Vrushali Ohatker*
Sudan Pantha*

Hetusha Rajnikant Patel*
Jitendra Poudel*
Susmita Prajapati*
Isha Regmi*
Bhavin Jitendra Shah*
Rushika Shrestha*
Shubhechchha Srestha*
Saumil Jayeshkumar Solanki  
Sanjay Thapa*
Mengqi Zhang

Information Technology

Tatiana Jonas  
Brian Tierney*

Human Resource Management

Usama Kalta 

Hospitality Administration

Samantha Leigh Honig*
Lucas Kilgore  

Tania Nenkova
Wokie Passawe*

Lupe L. Perez Valle*

Criminal Justice
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* Post-May Graduate

Tyler Calandra  
Nataliia Dreling  
Autumn Ann English  
Kayla Diana Ereio  
Lacey Marie Francis  
Brenna R. Gallagher  

Anthony C. Garramone  
Justin K. Greene  
Yaremi I. Grullon*
Adam Hus  
Rachel Marie Laisne*
Alexander J. Park  

Adam Joseph Reid  
Mariah Denise Roy  
Reneisha A. Toppin  
Dana L. Williams

Criminal Justice Management

Dina Gianina Corjuc*
Sasha M. Garcia*
Katherine J. Howarth*
Sarah Kairouani*
Gloria Kinnear*
Mariah Erin Manuelito*

Matthew Anthony Mondello*
John Sebok III*
Dhara Pravin Shah*
Vladimir Tranquille*
Gloria Ann Washington*

Finance

Chun-Teng Chih*
James Michael Furcolo*
Samantha Ann Gorneault  
Casandra Rosa Guzman*
Brandon Donald Harrington*
David Lawrence Higham*

Marissa Talibah Jordan*
Rosa M. Mercado*
Denise Anna Perks*
Nadine Ramos*
Elizabeth Miles Sasser*
David Matthew Sotnik*

Keisha Natalie Maria Toussaint*
Monique Tremblay*
Phillip Martin Villa*

Human Resource Management

Sarah B. Dorrer*
Heather M. Fraser*

Thomas Jaymes Potenza*
Catherine Lise Tanous*

Nonprofit Management

v v v
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Johnson & Wales University

Board of Trustees

James H. Hance Jr., chair of the board of trustees, Johnson & Wales University; operating executive, The Carlyle Group, Washington, D.C.
John J. Bowen ’77, chancellor, Johnson & Wales University
Richard L. Bready, former chairman and chief executive officer, Nortek Inc., Providence, Rhode Island
Brenda Dann-Messier ’00 Ed.D., education and workforce consultant; former assistant secretary of the Office of Career, Technical  

and Adult Education, United States Department of Education, East Greenwich, Rhode Island
​​Michele Bailey DiMartino ’91, president and chief executive officer, Align Enterprises LLC, Tampa, Florida
Lawrence DiPasquale, chairman & CEO, Epicurean Culinary Group, Centennial, Colorado
Laura Freid, chief executive officer and executive director, Silk Road Project Inc., Boston, Massachusetts
Darren J. Lopes, director of institutional relationship management, TIAA-CREF, Providence, Rhode Island
M. John Martin ’86, president, The Capital Grille, Orlando, Florida
William J. Murphy, partner, Murphy & Fay LLP, Providence, Rhode Island
Guy B. Snowden, chair of the board emeritus, Johnson & Wales University; director, SnowMark Corp., Vero Beach, Florida
Clay A. Snyder ’93, senior director of brand performance, Hilton Worldwide/Brand Management, McLean, Virginia
Krista S. Tillman, former N.C. president, BellSouth, Charlotte, North Carolina
Edward P. Triangolo Jr., managing partner, Triangolo Professional Group, Sunrise, Florida
William E. Trueheart, retired chief executive officer, Achieving the Dream: Community Colleges Count, Washington, D.C
John H. White Jr., president, Taco Inc., Cranston, Rhode Island
Laurie White, president, Greater Providence Chamber of Commerce, Providence, Rhode Island
David Wilson (’98 alumnus parent), independent director, Barnes & Noble Education Inc.; CoreSite Realty Inc., Naples, Florida

Members of the Corporation

Barbara L. Bennett, retired senior vice president of law & policy and corporate secretary, Johnson & Wales University, Naples, Florida
Joseph R. Beretta, president and chief financial officer, Robinson Green Beretta Corp., Providence, Rhode Island
Stephen J. Caldeira, former president and chief executive officer, International Franchise Association, Potomac, Maryland
Richard G. Carriere, senior vice president, The North Atlantic Group, MorganStanley, Providence, Rhode Island
Colin J. Clapton, banking industry consultant, Canton, Massachusetts
Charles M. Cook, retired senior vice president of university affairs, Johnson & Wales University, Watertown, Massachusetts
Scott Davis ’80, president, FLIK International, Rye, New York
Bradford S. Dimeo, president, Dimeo Construction Company, Providence, Rhode Island
Thomas L. Dwyer, vice chancellor and provost, Johnson & Wales University
Gerald A. Fernandez ’86, president, Multicultural Foodservice & Hospitality Alliance, Providence, Rhode Island
Michael Friedman, vice president, Gerber Finance Inc., Providence, Rhode Island
Dana H. Gaebe, attorney at law, East Providence, Rhode Island
Morris J.W. Gaebe, trustee emeritus and chancellor emeritus, Johnson & Wales University, Barrington, Rhode Island
Richard J. Gladney, senior vice president and managing partner, Gladney Consulting Group of Wells Fargo, Providence, Rhode Island
Abraham Goldfarb, legacy trustee; president, National Banner Company; general manager, ABOA, Dallas, Texas
Alan Gould, management and creative consultant, Gould Ideas, Bedford Hills, New York
Edward P. Grace III, managing director, Grace Restaurant Partners, Orlando, Florida
Gertrude Jones ’89, former vice president of community relations, Lifespan, Providence, Rhode Island
Scott K. Keefer, legacy trustee; senior partner, Macktaz, Keefer & Kirby, Woonsocket, Rhode Island
Richard J. Kosh, provost emeritus, Johnson & Wales University, West Warwick, Rhode Island
Robin Krakowsky ’88, ’08 Ed.D., Denver Campus president, Johnson & Wales University
Katherine Littlefield (’13 alumnus parent), director, Scotts MiracleGro Company, Pt. Pleasant, Pennsylvania
Kwan Lui, founder and director, At-Sunrice GlobalChef Academy, Singapore
William F. McArdle, senior vice president of finance, Johnson & Wales University
Robert C. Mock Jr., Charlotte Campus president, Johnson & Wales University
Michael S. Parmet, managing partner, Parmet, Chapman & Madsen P.C., Houston, Texas
Manuel Pimentel Jr., senior vice president emeritus of university relations, Johnson & Wales University, North Andover, Massachusetts
Larry Rice ’90, North Miami Campus president, Johnson & Wales University
Arthur S. Robbins, principal, Robbins Properties Inc., Providence, Rhode Island
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Diplomas will be awarded upon completion of all university requirements.

The commencement program listing contains the names of students meeting eligibility criteria and submitted for publication as of 
April 13, 2016. Names that are printed in the commencement program should not be used as an indicator of degree completion. 
Students must satisfy all graduation requirements before officially graduating and receiving a diploma.

For the safety of everyone in attendance and to comply with local fire department regulations, guests are requested to remain in  
their seats during the program. Ushers are stationed at the foot of each aisle should you need assistance.

After the ceremony, guests may join the graduates outside under the marquee of the Providence Performing Arts Center. For your  
convenience, the commencement ceremony is being professionally photographed (and videotaped) by Grad Images®. For information 
on ordering photos (or a DVD of the ceremony), please contact Grad Images® at 800-261-2576 or online at gradimages.com.  
Grad Images® has agreed to provide a free 5x7 of the graduate’s choice to each graduate that provides his/her email and mailing address 
to Grad Images®.  The ceremony is also being streamed live at http://portal.stretchinternet.com/jwuri.

Johnson & Wales University has also hired professional photographers/videographers to capture images of this graduation  
for use in educational and promotional materials. By attending the Event, you are consenting to the collection and use of  
your image, in photo, video or streaming formats, in all media and means, for educational or commercial purposes.

If you have any concerns about your image being used for these purposes, please contact a university commencement staff member  
or a Johnson & Wales University safety and security officer.

v v v

Officers of the Corporation

John J. Bowen M.M., DBA (hon.), ’77, chancellor and president
Thomas L. Dwyer, MBA, executive vice chancellor and provost
Joseph J. Greene Jr. ’98 M.S., CPA, treasurer and chief financial officer
Mim L. Runey, LP.D., chief operating officer
Emily A. Gilcreast, B.S., university secretary

Sylvia E. Robinson, president, SER Associates, Oak Hill, Virginia
Patricia R. Roche, retired partner, Roche-Rooney Financial Services, Annapolis, Maryland
Mim L. Runey, Providence Campus president and chief operating officer, Johnson & Wales University
Irving Schneider, retired Providence Campus president, Johnson & Wales University, North Kingstown, Rhode Island
Merrill W. Sherman, principal, Sherman Consulting LLC, Providence, Rhode Island
Bennett E. Singer ’98 MBA, senior vice president & portfolio manager, U.S. Trust, Providence, Rhode Island
Lissa B. Singer ’98 MBA, chief quality officer, First Physician Corporation, Charlton Memorial Hospital ED, Fall River, Massachusetts
Paul Stonely, chief executive officer and executive committee member, World Association for Cooperative Education, Lowell, Massachusetts
Howard G. Sutton, executive in residence, Johnson & Wales University
John E. Taylor Jr., chairman of the board, Twin River Worldwide Holdings Inc., Vero Beach, Florida
William R. Tiefel, chairman, Carmax Inc.; chairman emeritus, The Ritz-Carlton Hotel Company LLC, Palm Beach, Florida
Terry Vince, legacy trustee; former president, Sovereign Hotels, Gloucester, Massachusetts
Girard Visconti, partner, Shechtman Halperin Savage LLP, Pawtucket, Rhode Island
D. Chip Wade ’83, executive vice president of operations, Red Lobster, Orlando, Florida
Zolon A. Wilkins Jr., strategic account executive — national, Marvin F. Poer, Dallas, Texas
Donna J. Yena, retired vice president of employer relations, Johnson & Wales University, East Greenwich, Rhode Island
John A. Yena, chairman of the board emeritus, Johnson & Wales University, East Greenwich, Rhode Island

and all Members of the Board of Trustees
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UNIVERSITY SEAL
The university seal represents Johnson & Wales University’s 
roots. The year at the top of the shield, 1914, is the year that 
the university was founded by Gertrude I. Johnson and Mary 
T. Wales. The dragon of St. George on the upper portion of the 
crest honors the Wales family, while the lower portion of the 
crest bears the cross of St. John and honors the Johnson family.

MACE 
The Johnson & Wales University mace symbolizes the ideals 
and values of JWU’s educational philosophy. Cast of silver 
and bronze, it is engraved with the names of our founders and 
presidents, past and present. Our campus locations are engraved 
on the golden bands. On ceremonial occasions, university 
officials carry the mace to display the unity and continuity of 
Johnson & Wales University.

The mace dates to medieval times, when it was first used as a 
weapon. Forbidden to use swords, medieval European bishops 
were allowed to enter battle with a mace — typically an iron or 
steel club designed to split armor. By the 16th century, the mace 
had become a symbol of authority that colleges and universities 
began using ceremonially. That tradition continues today, and 
the mace is carried as part of formal academic occasions like 
these at colleges and universities worldwide.

ACADEMIC DRESS
The tradition of wearing distinctive dress for academic reasons 
dates back to the Middle Ages. Today, academic costumes are 
usually worn in the United States by people participating in 
academic ceremonies. 

The faculty and platform party wear regalia representative of the 
degrees they possess. The honorary degree recipients wear the 
academic costume and hood appropriate for the degree being 
conferred upon them.

HOODS
Originating from the cowls of monastic orders, the hoods are 
the most dramatic part of the academic regalia. Their shape and 
size indicate the level of degree attained, and the colors reflect 
both the academic field as well as the institution that granted the 
degree. 

The fields of study most frequently represented in academic 
processions are the following: 

Field of Study	 Color
Arts, Letters, Humanities	 White
Business, Commerce	 Nugget
Education	 Light Blue
Fine Arts	 Brown
Law	 Purple
Physician Assistant Studies	 Green
Social Work	 Citron

CAPS
There is more variety in the shape and color of academic hats 
than in any other area. Master’s and doctoral degree recipients 
wear the tassel on the left throughout the ceremony, and the 
doctoral soft-cap often features a gold tassel. 

Symbols of Commencement


