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Dear Class of 2019,

Today we are here to celebrate you — the members of the Johnson & Wales 
University graduating Class of 2019.

Earning your graduate degree is an extraordinary achievement. When you cross 
the stage today to receive your diploma, think of all the people who helped you 
get here — your family and friends, your professors, advisors and staff, coaches 
and mentors. We are so proud of what you have accomplished.

You are poised for what is next — I know that may be daunting. I also know you 
are ready because your Johnson & Wales education and experience have prepared 
you for what lies ahead. You took full advantage of all that JWU has to offer, 
experiencing your future through the intellectual challenges of the classroom and 
the opportunity for discovery in the laboratory and beyond. Now, it is time to 

make your mark on the world. Like our alumni, you will find success in your chosen field of study.

The feelings of belonging you have to the Providence Campus will deepen in the years ahead as you 
benefit from your Johnson & Wales degree and alumni connections. You will always have a home at 
JWU. Be a proud Wildcat for life, stay connected, and watch the university grow in the coming years.

The entire university community shares my pride in what you have accomplished at JWU. You have our 
gratitude and our best wishes for your continued success.

Forever JWU,

Marie Bernardo-Sousa, LP.D., ’92 
Providence Campus President
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JOHNSON & WALES UNIVERSITY: FUTURE LEADERS START HERE

Founded in 1914, Johnson & Wales University is a private, nonprofit, accredited institution with nearly 13,000 graduate, 
undergraduate and online students at its four campuses in Providence, Rhode Island; North Miami, Florida; Denver, 
Colorado; and Charlotte, North Carolina. An innovative educational leader, the university offers degree programs in 
arts and sciences, business, culinary arts, design and engineering, education, health and wellness, hospitality, nutrition, 
and physician assistant studies. Its unique model integrates arts and sciences and industry-focused education with work 
experience and leadership opportunities, inspiring students to achieve professional success and lifelong personal and 
intellectual growth. The university’s impact is global, with alumni from 125 countries pursuing careers worldwide.  
For more information, visit jwu.edu.

A GLOBAL UNIVERSITY

At Johnson & Wales, we have always been committed to embracing diversity and an international perspective to  
help foster a richly inclusive educational experience for all of our students.

As such, the university has a long and proud history of welcoming students from across the globe. In fact,  
our more than 10,000 international alumni are a testament to our unique approach to experiential education,  
and to our welcoming and supportive culture.

Today, we are honored to host nearly 900 international students representing 71 countries who are such an integral part 
of our university community. 

We are equally committed to enriching and expanding opportunities for global learning and to enhancing opportunities 
for global citizenship. Our students completed internships in 21 countries last year and took advantage of our 79 study 
abroad and exchange programs across six continents. Because of this, we rank as the 33rd master’s level institution in the 
United States for number of students who studied abroad.

To all of our international graduates celebrating with us today, we thank you for your significant contributions to the 
JWU experience, and we wish you much success in all your personal and professional endeavors.

v v v 
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Order of Exercises

PROCESSION

Commencement Marshal — Louis A. D’Abrosca, Ed.D., dean of the College of Business 
Commencement Marshal — Cynthia L. Parker, Ed.D., dean of the College of Online Education 
Commencement Marshal — Angela Renaud, Ed.D., dean of the John Hazen White College of Arts & Sciences  
Candidates for Degrees 
Faculty of the Colleges 
Platform Party led by Mace Bearer — Billye W. Auclair, Ph.D., provost

WELCOME

Marie Bernardo-Sousa, LP.D., ’92, Providence Campus president

NATIONAL ANTHEM

Kim M. Frenze

PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS

Marie Bernardo-Sousa

CLASS OF 2019 STUDENT ADDRESS

Anusha Deshpande ’19 MBA

GREETINGS FROM THE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

Joseph J. Greene Jr. ’89, ’98 M.S., CPA, treasurer and chief financial officer

PRESENTATION OF HONORARY DEGREE CANDIDATES

Billye W. Auclair

CONFERRAL OF HONORARY DEGREE

Cynthia R. Bigelow, president and chief executive officer, Bigelow Tea 
Conferred by Mim L. Runey, LP.D., chancellor

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS

Cynthia R. Bigelow ’19 Hon.

PRESENTATION OF DOCTORAL AND GRADUATE DEGREE CANDIDATES

Billye W. Auclair

CONFERRAL OF DOCTORAL AND GRADUATE DEGREES

Mim L. Runey

RECESSIONAL
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Student Speaker

ANUSHA DESHPANDE  ’19 MBA

Master of Business Administration with an Information Technology concentration

Anusha Deshpande holds her Bachelor of Engineering degree in Electronics & Communications from Visvesvaraya 
Technology University in Bangalore, India. As an information technology professional for three years at Infosys in India, 
she took part in technology reforms and innovation culture and became a Certified Scrum Master. 

During her MBA program, Deshpande served as a project management intern at Integrated Media Group in Cranston, 
Rhode Island, and as a technology student assistant at JWU. A recipient of the Leadership Award and the Academic 
Honor Award at the DECA Northeastern Regional Conference in 2018, Deshpande was vice president of the Graduate 
Student Association and an International Collegiate Ambassador for the 2018–19 academic year. She was a member 
of international organizations such as The Institute of Electronics and Electrical Engineers, Scrum Alliance, and 
Toastmasters International. She has also been a part of several nonprofit Corporate Social Responsibility initiatives. 

After graduation, Deshpande plans to develop valuable solutions to business operations and impart her knowledge to 
new talents in business.

Alumni Speaker

JOSEPH J. GREENE JR. ’89, ’98 M.S., CPA

Treasurer and Chief Financial Officer

Joseph Greene’s modest beginnings have contributed to his genuine appreciation of the impact of higher education. 
After graduating from Providence’s Central High School in 1980, Greene worked in two local factories before deciding 
to pursue a business school certificate. That led to him enrolling in a community college’s business management/
accounting associate degree program. 

To support himself while paying for college, Greene was hired by JWU for a part-time position. He soon became 
employed full time, first as an accounts-receivable clerk, then as a loan officer and staff accountant as he pursued 
his bachelor’s degree in accounting. Once he received his degree in 1989, he worked for a CPA firm in Providence, 
performing audit and tax work for different clients, including JWU, and passed the CPA exam.

In 1993 Greene returned to JWU as an accounting manager. Since then, he has earned a JWU master’s degree in 
accounting and risen through the ranks as university controller, vice president for accounting services, assistant 
treasurer and vice president for finance. Today, he is treasurer and chief financial officer, responsible for finance at all 
four JWU campuses, which employ more than 2,200 faculty and staff. 
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Honorary Degree Recipient

CYNTHIA R. BIGELOW

Doctor of Business Administration

Before becoming the third generation CEO of 100% family-owned Bigelow Tea in 
2005, Cindi Bigelow spent 20 years working in all areas of the company founded 
by her grandmother. Since then, she has been instrumental in expanding the 
portfolio of tea products and bringing Bigelow into new channels by building 
awareness and brand engagement through social media and advertising.

Believing it all comes down to giving back, she continues to drive the company’s 
community and sustainability programs. She was the catalyst behind the Annual 
Bigelow Tea Community Challenge that has given back nearly $2 million to local 
charities and Bigelow’s Tea for the Troops Program that has donated 6+ million 
tea bags to U.S. service men and women. She works with young people annually 

on Appalachian Service Projects and regularly cooks meals for Operation Hope. Her sustainability 
initiatives that reduce water and natural gas usage throughout the organization and implementation of 
recycling and composting programs have made Bigelow a Zero Waste to Landfill Company.

Perhaps what she values most is time spent with young industry leaders and students, offering 
guidance, encouragement and sharing insights on leadership and career development.  

Bigelow holds a bachelor’s degree from Boston College, an MBA from Northwestern University’s 
Kellogg School of Management, and honorary doctorates from Fairfield University and the University 
of New Haven. She enjoys spending time with her children, traveling, skiing, tennis, yoga and drinking 
lots of tea.
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Ariana M. Africo  
Abbigail Boomhover  
Jamee Bresee  
Alyson Carey  
Rachel Elizabeth Harris Corcoran  
Morgan Ruth Covensky  
Jaclyn Nicole DeCoursey  
Devon Adare Dougherty  
Aaron James Estrela  
Harsimran Kaur Grewal  
Kirsten M. Harrington  
Brittany Marie Heffernan  

Najat G. Helwani  
Ashley Rose Helwig  
Victoria Jedson  
Simran Kochar  
Courtney Leigh Lieberman  
Kayla Lynch  
Morgan Garren Lynch  
Megan Kathleen McCrea
Nerina Teresa McDonald  
Molly Elizabeth McWilliams  
Alan Miller  
Kelley Marie Murphy  

Kelly Lynn Murphy  
Ryan Thomas O’Kelly  
Alysse Katherine Pazienza  
Trista Rae Pennington  
Jacklyn M. Reis  
Emmie Lou Roberts  
Jennifer Lynn Rossi-Stephens  
Megan Christina Schanck  
Marissa Ann Sylvester  
Lauren J. Volpe  
Jessica C. Wood  

Master of Arts in Teaching 
Degree Recipients

Vanessa Ali
Ezra John Arokiasamy
Daniel Christopher Bazakas
Maureen Aurora Clements
Quinn Kelley Corbett
Kyle Patrick Cronin

Samantha Jane Farrall
Chandler Maria Femiano
Samantha Rondha King
Caroline Melissa La Prise
Chris David Lampson
Lauren Camille Lecounte

Jessica Macdowall
Alexandra R. McLaughlin
Ashlee Tyler Princevalli
Elena Quattrocchi
Gemi St. Paul

Business/Secondary Special Education

Brittany R. Gooding  
Kirstyn Lee Hopkins  
David Joseph Naff  
Sean Peter Rogan 

Lindsay Nicole Bourdeau  
Samantha Nichole Gordon  
Horita Annmarie Graham
Jessica Jane Hassell  
Shannon Kathleen Johnson  

Kalicia Betty Morgan  
Savannah Marie Soares  
Ashley Marie Spokis *
Lael S. Tucker *

CULINARY ARTS EDUCATION

TEACHER EDUCATION

           Elementary/Elementary Special Education

Master of Science in Physician Assistant Studies  
Degree Recipients

v v v

v v v

v v v

Merites Abelard  
Sabrina Alicia Antonelli  
Caitlin R. Codding
Buddy Comet  
Brenda M. Diggs 

Dawn A. Eades 
Robert David Fisher
Lisa M. Andrescavage Hughes  
Colleen Ellen Burns Jermain 
Kevin Keith Martins 

Nicholas Miller
Andrea Lynn Safford  
Rollie B. Wesen
Peter J. Wiernicki

Doctor of Education in Educational Leadership 
Degree Recipients
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Master of Education 
Degree Recipients

Jeffery Donald Alexander  
Christopher John Allen  
Alin Carl Bennett Jr.
Matthew Michael Britt  

Kimberly Ann Cabana  
Cassandra Johns  
Kimberly Komocar  
Jaime Lauren Schick  

Justin Alan Scott  
Coleen Kiernan Turner  

Master of Business Administration  
Degree Recipients

Oliver Abreu *
Jawad Ahmad  
Naomi Jane Bailey *
Christian David Balents *
Jaime Jose Ballesteros Lopez  
Frank L. Bennett Jr. *
Cecelia Wimberly Bland  
Ignacio Jose Borja Serrano *
Caroline Marie Borrelli Lacy  
Amanda Lynn Boucher *
Jessica Elizabeth Bourke  
Courtney E. Bragantin  
Matthew Brazauskas *
Kathryn Elizabeth Brouillette *
Hannah Elizabeth Burr  
Christal Byars *
Adam L. Cairns  
Alex G. Caprio  
Takayla Marie Carter  
Yi Shan Chang  
Dongliang Chen  
Siyu Chen *
Cheng-Lin Chou  
Sydney Lynn Christensen *
Francis Domenic Ciavattone III  
Jason Coates *
Steven Colabella *
Tasmaine Orlease Coleman  
Marianna Katherine Consiglio  
Marlene J. Cortez-Matias *
Angelika Ksenia Cwierz  
Jennifer Sarai Dalomba *
Alicia Mattison Dalrymple *
Allessa M. Danino  
Han Thi Ngoc Dao  
Neil Decasse  
Rachel Rose DeHaven *
Ka’bre M. Dennis *
Aakash Govind Deshpande *

Vanessa Marie Dilone *
Margaret Shea Doherty  
Helder Medina DosSantos *
Jacquelyn Christiana Duval  
Daniel Joseph Dwyer Jr.  
Jayakar Jonathan Edmond  
Andrea Ehmke  
Caroline Margaret Ellis  
Sara Jane Erno *
Ogierekpen Idurobo Eweka  
Janice A. Falconer *
Mary Susan Farnum  
Michael Andrew Fernandes  
Brittney J. Ferreira *
Joseph Philip Fischioni  
Michelle M. Fleet *
Beth Ann Fletcher  
Marsha J. Francois  
Steven C. Fuegen  
George Thomas Gencarelli *
Ellyn Quinn Gerrmann  
Nadira Cherrelle Goings  
Michelle Delese Goodwin *
Andrew H. Greenleaf  
Richard D. Grenier Jr.  
Victoria E. Griffin  
Salwa Hebbezni *
Kory Allen Heck  
Nelly Fabiola Hoffens-Vargas *
Ashley Jordan Hoover *
Keren Hu  
Jiaqi Huang *
Liza Michelle Hudyncia *
Yi Jiang  
Allison Katherine Karman  
Karen Ann Kelliher  
Christine Marie Kennedy *
Raghav Khaneja  
Badreddine Khoumani  

Yeonjin Kim *
Samantha Minnie Klein  
Jamie Elizabeth Kleppel *
Christian William Koprowski *
Brianna Lynne Krause *
Herbowo Kurniawan  
Nezar Laabouz  
Mark Arthur Travis Lacy *
Akvir Kaur *
Lili Li  
Samantha Ruby Lindsay  
Yaoyi Lu  
Heather Lynn Lykas  
Rongyuan Ma  
Randi Brooke Madonna  
Noelle J. Maine  
Deaniah Liana Malcolm  
Nicholas Mancini  
Michaela M. Manco *
Edward Joseph Marantz  
Mari T. Marte *
Zia Ta’Jee Mathis  
Winter May Melson  
Zoe Marie Menendez  
Marina Jesse Merchant  
Justin Joseph Michon *
Jessica L. Mitchell *
Samantha Mojica  
Chyna Moné Morgan  
Alyssa Kaitlin Murphy *
Alivia Christine Mussulli *
Jason Nazare  
Julia Nhi Nguyen  
Loan Thi Ngoc Nguyen  
Thu Thi Bich Nguyen  
Doyle O’Brien *
Peggy O’Neill  
Stephanie Ortega  
Christine Rose Ortisi  

TEACHING & LEARNING

v v v
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Young Chul Paik  
Stephanie Ann Parrillo  
Parth Vinodkumar Patel  
Briana Ebony Patterson *
Sara Rose Patterson *
Andrew Neil Pearson  
Carleigh Ann Periquito *
Kevin Michael Pesapane *
Melissa Martina Pichardo  
Lindsey Jordan Pinkham *
Michelle Andrade Pinto Underwood *
Tara Elizabeth Price  
Lama Qasrawi *
Elizabeth Grace Quinn  
Justine A. Rayborn *
Andrew C. Reh  
Mahboob Ur Rehman  
Alecxia Riddell  
Diana M. Rivera  

Kyle Wilson Roberts *
Paige Ashley Robinson  
Danielle Cividini Rocha *
Linda Rodriguez  
Remi Scarcella *
Christopher Matthew Schatzschneider  
Ryan Christopher Schiele *
Timothy Wardell Schoonmaker  
Anny J. Serrano  
Haoning Shen  
Tshewang Sherpa *
Kate Ann Siegel  
Ethan Francis Smith *
Meaghan Smith *
Tonisha Smith *
Chanda Sok  
Dioneysia Stewart  
Danielle Jean Sturm  
Haotian Sun *

Alexandra Victoria Sweeney *
Tiffany Ann Taylor *
Rondell Andre Elvis Telford *
Xuan Tian  
Mariah Anne Trinh *
Chia Hung Tsai  
Lingyu Tu  
Stephany Valente *
Danyeli Denisse Valerio  
Duy Hoang Vo  
Michelle Louise Wallace *
Huaxiang Wang  
Jason Whitehouse *
Emily Marston Wingfield *
Hongbo Xu  
Edalene Phoi Ling Yong  
Minxue Zuo  

Mohammed Abdul Hafeez Baig  
Oanh T. Bui-Torres  
Diamond Justice Chapman  
Jae Hoon Chung  
Kayla Maria Cromosini *
Watna Medina Cunha  
Sydney Gray Emery  
Kathryn Masako Ensor *
Elvira T. Farkhutdinova *
Bradley James Grimshaw  

Martires Hernandez  
Meghan Elizabeth Hill *
Benxing Huang  
Jennifer Lynn Hurley  
Aminata Jallow *
Jasmine L. Larke  
Shan Li  
Anne Marie Mateus  
Bethany J. McVay  
Fidelia Rocha Nascimento  

Riyaben Kanubhai Patel  
Elisha M. Prata  
Jhonatas Sahfe Santos Ribeiro  
Hilary Ann Sanders  
Francoise Santana-Diaz  
Kripa Shakya  
Huijing Wang *
Haili Zeng  
Chao Zhao  
Georgi Anna Santos Zurenda *

ACCOUNTING

Alexa Nicole Abbananto *
Abigayle Nicole Allen  
Kristal Daniella Anthony  
Matthew Earl Arnall *
Jenny Teresa Aviles Medrano  
Kalanie Deanna Ayala *
April Marie Bachman *

Ashley Brooke Baillargeon  
Hunter Renee Beals  
Kristi Ann Bogunovich *
Sandra M. Braxton *
Kensli Sheri Brown *
Ronald Matthew Brown  
Brittany Rose Burnett  

Elizabeth A. Buzzerio *
Nicole Lauren Capurso *
Alexandra Paige Casola  
Chun Fang Cheng  
Yunwoo Chung  
Luminita Mariana Cirstea *
Erika Patricia Clarke  

HOSPITALITY

Tajuana Ciara Ball  
Briell Kelly Bartell  
Maria Juliana Ceballos *
Adolfo A. Cifuentes II  
Nicholas Raymond Curci  
Ravitej Devireddy  
Andrea M. DiGiammarino *
Le Minh Ngoc Dinh *

Casey Scott Hayden *
Kinesh Dhoj Joshi  
Rachel Elaine Kern  
Peiyu Peggy Lo  
Pedro Pablo Lora-Torres *
Melanie Ann Marchetti  
Adriana Michelle Maurano *
Vrajesh Ashokbhai Patel  

Jay Vijay Pathak  
Ryan Rasieleski  
Susan Saint-Hilaire *
Shamyia Iman Smith *
Keanu Elijah Taylor *
Nereida Linda Torres  
Tsolmon Tsoggerel  
Xiali Zhu *

FINANCE
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Lauren Michele Cooke  
Joseph E. Cosenza  
Ryan Cumberbatch  
Yijiang Dai  
Melanie J. DiLibero *
Yahaira Maribel Disla  
Carson James Richard Dockham *
Kaitlin Elizabeth Donohue *
David Craig Durden  
Jeremy Elmore *
Michelle Jane Erland  
Amanda Jenee Flanagan *
Matthew Robert Flodstrom  
Yexson De Jesus Flores  
Shayla Denise Ford  
Jennifer M. Fowler *
Kennetha Amentra Leonard Fox  
Shannon Janette Friedgen  
Tristan John Fulford *
Tatiana Gargiulo  
Mary H. Garr *
Jessica A. Gaulin  
Joseph Ghosh Fernandez  
Maximilian John Graetz *
Stephen P. Grant  
Jiandong Hao  
Marissa E. Hart *
Zunaira Hassan  
Chin Ning Hsu *
Chenpeng Huang  
Connie Lu Huang *
Wenlong Hui  
Joseph Kyle Hull *
Deja Marie Hursey  
Devoan Travanti Ingram *
Tracy Lynn James *
Sajee Hasantha Jayawardena *
Yijun Jia  
Shuying Jiang  
Hongmei Jin  
Akshay Ujwal Kavade  
Erik Anthony Keough *
Kristopher R. Keough  
Tatiana Famida Khawaja  
Minjee Kim  

Nancy Kathleen King  
Abbey Elizabeth Kovacs *
Elizabeth V. Kulback  
Hsin Hui Kuo  
Annie K. Langan *
Japinderveer Kaur *
Fahad Khaled Lazher *
Hyeonjeong Lee  
Shing Lin  
Chelsea M. Liskoff  
Pengjia Liu  
Kathryn Nicole Louis  
Christopher Lozier  
Houliang Lu *
Juliette Noelle Lubin *
Anthony Luciano *
Matea Malinaric *
Susan Jessica Marshall *
Daniel Patrick McGaughey  
Joseph James Mentesana  
Christian James Mercurio  
Qiong Min  
Jessica Elizabeth Molak  
Julie A. Montalbano *
Annette Morejon  
Jessica Rolene Murphy *
Yolanda Annette Naudin  
Linh Phan Trang Nguyen *
Phan Minh Ngoc Nguyen *
Mackenzie Renee Oliver  
Keira Elizabeth Paget  
Cassidy Marie Pearson  
Anh Hong Pham  
Do Anh Phuong Phan  
Caren J. Pierre  
Juan Antonio Pina  
Rachel Dana Poverman  
Ram Beqa Purovic *
Briana Ragaini *
Aakriti Rana  
John Joseph Romagnolo Jr. *
Stephanie Nanci Russo  
Shivang Saini *
Julie Christine Saliba  
Leilani Marie Santiago  

Christina Marie Sarandrea  
Alexandria Scanlan *
Sarah Lyn Schechter  
Kristina Marie Schurmann *
Aamel Segal  
Charday Leslie Sessoms  
Tyler Ann Sheridan  
Furba Jangmu Sherpa  
Stephanie Silva *
Lucia Rose Sippel *
Danielle Paige Souza  
Timothy Daniel St. Clair Sr. *
Katherine Stelick  
Adam Christopher Stoerrle *
Megan Louise Stromberg  
Nicole Adriana Sullivan  
Jian Sun *
Gail Marie Szoboszlay  
Schyler Bryce Tabor *
Yogesh Tamang  
Wanjun Tang  
Yijing Tao  
Cheng-Yu Tsai  
Brian Louis Veltri  
Jonathan Paul Walker  
Ian George Wallis *
Pamela Walsh  
Bradley Duane Watkins *
Michael Aaron Weinstein *
Shelley Alise Williams *
Mariann Wright  
Tingting Xu  
Rui Yang *
Si Yang *
Yuewei Yang  
Jialiang Yu  
Lori A. Zabatta *
Rebecca Zeiler  
Mengying Zhang  
Ruibo Zhang  
Zhetao Zhang *
Tong Zhou *
Bryan E. Zimmerman *

Renee Nicole Arrowood *
Jonnea Alexandria Birdine *
Tanisha Bostic *
Nyota S. Brown *
Akeem Arsino Charles *
Heather Marie Constantine *
Angela Marie Daigle  
Maria Gabriela Diaz  

Renita La’Toya Dicks  
Justin William Ebanks *
Megan Renae Eldridge  
Chase Smith Greber  
Vanessa Anne Green *
Yixin Hu *
Sarah Colene Hudson *
Eunice Ester Jimenez *

Mikayla Ann Kelsall *
Jennifer Ann Kobza *
Angela G. Lovejoy  
Kelly Rosario *
Randy LaVar McKinley  
Bianca Patrice Moore *
Porchia Maree’ Morris  
Eva Neczypor  

HUMAN RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
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Prabhat Adhikary  
Jake D. Andrea  
Sakar Aryal *
Ashish Belbase  
Omar Berbale  
Yuchen Chen  
Joseph Patrick D’alesio *
Anusha Bandurao Deshpande  
Jiushan Dong  
Anurag Gadicherla *
Mansi Gala *
Aarti Gupta  
Muhammad Bilal Hafeez  
Samia Halym  
Shashank Jangala Pramod  
Sagar Jung Karki *
Jaspreet Kaur  
Suman Khanal  

Arjun Khosla *
Sajana Kutu  
Doma Lama  
Nabin Lamichhane  
Syahdina Devi Maharani  
Binita Maharjan  
Sony Manandhar  
Pooja Mankar  
Krupa Ravi Markana  
Angelica Mercado  
Matthew Robert Moretti  
Nasradin Musaev  
Nayantara Mutchina Bhanuprasad *
Abimbola Mary Ojo  
Aashish Pariyar  
Susant Puri  
Md Obaidur Rahman  
Shourya Nath Rai *

Prerna Ralh  
Nitin Sunil Ramchandani *
Jacob Harrison Rizzo  
Sohail Sadasivpet Mohammed  
Alexander Violetovich Sahakian  
Trisha Sapkota  
Sunny Shahi  
Shrigesh Shakya  
Ayushi Sharma  
Pratija Shrestha  
Saurav Krishna Shrestha  
Angadjot Singh  
Gurpal Singh  
Hussam Tahawer  
Joseph James Tiernan  
Xiao Yang  
Samrat Yogi  
Kristofer Zielinski  

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

Christy Austin  
Kally Lyra Canfield *
Monique Yvette Collins *
Kate Ann Greenlaw *

Kelsey Elizabeth Henry  
Melanie Ann Johnson *
Andrew Leland Prince *
Joel Rivera *

Shelly Savoy *
Joseph Staley *
Bethany Ann Stanton  
Gerard Antonio Tetreault  

NONPROFIT MANAGEMENT

Samuel Marshall Blatt *
Justin Robert Dickason *

Brandon Gerard Libonati  
Siobhan M. Malcolm *

ORGANIZATIONAL LEADERSHIP

Angel Johnson * Roberto Lopez * Joseph Nathanel Nichols III *

INFORMATION SECURITY/ASSURANCE

Alexander James Ahearn  
Daryl Paul Campbell *
Doug Chapman  
Adrian Lucius DePietro  
Eduardo Javier Diaz  
Edwin Diaz  

Grace Marie Diaz *
Natercia Cabral Fonseca  
Alexis Marie Gianforcaro  
Semir Hasukic  
Kyle Vance Kebless  
Michael Montemurro *

Oliver C. Okpe  
Ashley Lynn Pacholke  
Mauricio Pena Jr. *
Javohan Icetatroy Sinclair *
Cristina Jane Torres *

OPERATIONS AND SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGEMENT

Douglas Parsons *
Serena R. Petrucci  
Emily Rose Pincus  
Khadijih Berry Robinson  
Brianne Elizabeth Roe *

Sheniqua Sonia Rogers  
Elizabeth D. Ruff  
Melissa Faith Smith *
Denny Soler-Alemany *
Myrlande Thelusme  

Tien Chi Thin  
Rhonda L. Wheaton  
Stephanie Nicole Williams *
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Brian Butterworth *
Shannon Rose Cartwright *

Andria L. DeLeon *
Emily Gilcreast *

Arnold Kachittavong *
Caryn Burke Ratcliff *

ORGANIZATIONAL PSYCHOLOGY

Hannah Kathryn Litif * Kevin Perez *

SPORT LEADERSHIP

Raffah Babar  
Kevin Thomas Beavers  
Ashley S. Bolden  
Archie C. Bright  
Di Duan  
Nhi khiet Duong *
Reena Faisal  
Joshua Seth Finkelstein  
Jessica Gigliotti  
Stephen Michael Gordon *

Aierken Gulidanan  
Katherine Jean Howarth *
Jasmi Karki *
Michael Keelen *
Alexander Kurochkin  
Joseph Allan-Bowden Lampros-Teja  
Chau Bao Le *
Yao Liu  
Jiani Lu  
Xinchen Man  

Nam Xuan Nguyen  
Sergei Panfilov  
Christopher Justin Peterson  
Erwing Josue Saenz  
Ilyas Sat  
Kaity Trinidad *
Ramon Anibal Ulises Santana *
Yili Xiadiya *
Yuan Yuan  
Jiaoyang Zeng  

FINANCE

Master of Science Degree Recipients

Rasheed O. Akinfolarin  
Susan Marie Austin  
Rhea Milan Bhatia  
Dominique Giuliana Boschetti Jurado  
Jacquelyn Marie Carlucci  
Xavier Stefan Paul Carty  
Lynn Turchetta Colford  
Lisa Ellen Davis  

Ashley Doster  
Jordan C. Etienne  
Dominique Hill  
Kelly Elizabeth Hunt  
Amelia J. Hunter *
Nicole Marie Interlini  
Raymond Alfonzo Lambert  
Ashley Virginia Milan  

Michelle Marie O’Rourke *
Rachel Elizabeth Paulin  
Melissa Rose Reed  
Kayla Rios  
Jiayin Ruth Sperry  
Michelle Nicole Tortora  
Alison M. Turner  
Rachel Janet Walsh *

COUNSELING

Gabriella Dena Desjardins  
Sarah E. Dessalines *
Vanessa Monique Grant *
Jennifer L. Hebert *
Johannah Liv Hinojosa *
Britt Kelly  

Wynita Jasmen Mock  
Norresa Lynna Rhodes 
Raudia Tinel Sallee  
Alfred J. Silveira *
Wadian Smith *
Sonita Sanique Spencer *

Ashley Nicole Thompson  
Felicia Wacker *
Lisa Marie Walker *
Savannah Rose Wilson *
Wesley C. Wingert *

CRIMINAL JUSTICE

Kristen Jude Bruno *
Alina E. Ciman *

Michele Grieco *
Rebecca Elizabeth Iannotti 

Brittany Marie Reilly *
Seav Mey Y *

CLINICAL MENTAL HEALTH COUNSELING

Rebecca Lynn Johnson * Ashley Elizabeth Lorgeree *

ADDICTION COUNSELING
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Antonilia Aisha Anthony  
Samantha Ann Babcock  
Wendy Lynne Baker  
Ryan Kenneth Baldock *
Christa Lynn Bartholomew *
Sarah Elizabeth Bingham  
Kyle David Blanchette  
Orin Burg  
Kimberly Lynne Call *
Tracey Amita Cooper  
Taylor De’Sha Curbeam *
Christina Damon *
Devan Ryanmarie Dare *
Kathleen Mary Gaskell *
Dorothy Gilbert *
Karon Jahmai Green  
Kai-Chieh Hsu  

Magaly Rojas Jordan *
Zenobiya Khambati  
Melissa Merry Kirby  
Karina Lachapelle  
Jennifer Lee *
Kaitlyn Leger  
Imane Loudiki  
Rupagya Kumar Manandhar  
Heather M. Mann  
Nathan Christopher McClough *
Robert Edward McGowan *
Raaqima Rashida Rebecka McRae *
Samantha Marie Mencarini  
Francis D. Morgan *
Jennifer L. Ogle  
Arpitkumar Manubhai Patel  
Molly Claire Perry  

Ashley A. Ralph *
Lisa Rosa *
Akshata Sekar  
Rita Shah  
Christina Vanessa Shuford *
Latoyua Christina Sims  
Alexandra Andreyevna Sitnova  
Tanna Lee Smith  
Karl Alexander Uzcategui  
Aditya Raj Verma  
Tzuhsin Wang  
Scott Michael Weaver *
Qingwen Wei  
Yunying Xiao  
Chuhan Yu  
Mimi Anna Zaborowski  

HUMAN RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

Cece Boima  
Derek Bowman *
Su Dai  
Eshan Prasad  
Chi Hung Lo  

Priya Mohan  
Vishal Sanjay Ojha  
Shanmugapriya Palaniappan *
Stephen Raymond Pelletier  
Nelia Piscopio *

Camille Samson *
Alicia P. Sisouvong-DeVries  
Annabelle Esther Suero  
Dwayne Anthony Thomas  
Lin Yang  

INFORMATION SECURITY/ASSURANCE

Kayla D. Baquerizo *
Kaitlyn Celine Berube  
Caren Marie Bishop  
Kelly L. Blank *
Jaime Crisp Chadwick *
Rebecca Fallon Cohen  
Alexandra Lynn Denniston *
Teresa Michelle Gray *

Victoria Marie Hurst  
Charlotte Elizabeth Kasper  
Sarah Margaret Ludwin  
Deanna Manners Ford  
Kennylyn Camia Miranda  
James Andrew Mulyk *
Tracy Olenick  
Myca Sharlyce Reynolds  

Shontia Renee Rivers *
Chelsea McDaniel Temple  
Sarah Fetzer Tiffany  
Paige Eboni Nyia Walwyn *
Winnie Wang  
Branden Everett Williams  
Amanda Beth Wynn  

HOSPITALITY MANAGEMENT

Seth Austen Vincent Bourassa *
Dennis P. DeMarinis Jr.  
Debra Ann Eden *
Saadiyah El *
Miriam Fitzelle-Jones *

Karen Anne Galvez *
Michelle Lee Hurley *
Jessica Lynn Karpilo  
Monica Leeming *
Celia Mutchnick Lerch *

Susanna Nel MacLaren  
Robin Meehan-Halloran *
Gayle Mae Melges *
Shamia Neal  
Rebecca A. Nusbaum  

NONPROFIT MANAGEMENT

Bethany Jane Barrar  
Christine Thecla Cassimatis *
Michael Alan DeLong *
Daniel Jacob Demeritt  
Matt Michael Dispensa Jr. *

Arlen Sullivan Galloway *
Jonathan Michael Kelley  
Alisa Ann Magowan *
Morgan Ashley Majeski  
Mauricio Masetto Manzano *

Jake Evan Murray  
Brad Kristopher Spain *
Michelle Spreda *

SPORT LEADERSHIP
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Johnson & Wales University

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

James H. Hance Jr., chair of the board of trustees, Johnson & Wales University; operating executive, The Carlyle Group, Washington, D.C.
Mim L. Runey, LP.D., chancellor, president and chief executive officer, Johnson & Wales University
Maribeth N. Bisienere, senior vice president, Walt Disney World Parks and Animals, Science and Environment, Walt Disney World Parks & 

Resorts, Lake Buena Vista, Florida 
Derick Close, chief executive officer, Springs Creative Products Group LLC, Charlotte, North Carolina
Brenda Dann-Messier ’00 Ed.D., commissioner, Rhode Island Office of the Postsecondary Commissioner, Warwick, Rhode Island
Lawrence DiPasquale, chairman & CEO, Epicurean Culinary Group, Centennial, Colorado
Lionel E. LaRochelle II, principal, Spring Valley Hospitality Advisors LLC, Washington, D.C. 
M. John Martin ’86, president, The Capital Grille, Eddie V’s and Seasons 52, Darden Restaurants, Orlando, Florida
William J. Murphy, J.D., partner, Murphy & Fay LLP, Providence, Rhode Island
Philip S. Renaud II ’73, executive director, The Risk Institute in the Fisher College of Business, The Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio 
Merrill W. Sherman, J.D., principal, Sherman Consulting LLC, Jamestown, Rhode Island
Clay A. Snyder ’93, senior director of full service brand management, Hilton Worldwide, McLean, Virginia
John E. Taylor Jr., executive chairman of the board, Twin River Worldwide Holdings Inc., Lincoln, Rhode Island
Jerry Sue Thornton, Ph.D., president emeritus, Cuyahoga Community College; chief executive officer, Dream Catcher Educational Consulting, 

Moreland Hills, Ohio
D. Chip Wade ’83, former executive vice president of operations, Red Lobster, Winter Park, Florida 
John H. White Jr., chief executive officer and executive chairman, Taco Group Holdings Inc., Cranston, Rhode Island
David A. Wilson, Ph.D., P’98, independent director, Barnes & Noble Education Inc.; CoreSite Realty Inc., Naples, Florida

OFFICERS OF THE CORPORATION

Mim L. Runey, LP.D., chancellor, university president and chief executive officer
Joseph J. Greene Jr. ’89, ’98 M.S., CPA, treasurer and chief financial officer
Emily A. Gilcreast, B.S., university secretary

v v v

Diplomas will be awarded upon completion of all university requirements.
The commencement program listing contains the names of students meeting eligibility criteria and submitted for publication as of 
April 12, 2019. Names that are printed in the commencement program should not be used as an indicator of degree completion. 
Students must satisfy all graduation requirements before officially graduating and receiving a diploma.

For the safety of everyone in attendance and to comply with local fire department regulations, guests are requested to remain in  
their seats during the program. Ushers are stationed at the foot of each aisle should you need assistance.

After the ceremony, guests may join the graduates outside under the marquee of the Dunkin’ Donuts Center. For your  
convenience, the commencement ceremony is being professionally photographed (and videotaped) by Grad Images®. For 
information on ordering photos (or a DVD of the ceremony), please contact Grad Images® at 800-261-2576 or online at 
gradimages.com. Grad Images® has agreed to provide a free 5x7 of the graduate’s choice to each graduate that provides his/her 
email and mailing address to Grad Images®. The ceremony is also being streamed live at http://portal.stretchinternet.com/jwuri.

v v v
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UNIVERSITY SEAL

The university seal represents Johnson & Wales University’s 
roots. The year at the top of the shield, 1914, is the year that 
the university was founded by Gertrude I. Johnson and Mary 
T. Wales. The dragon of St. George on the upper portion of the 
crest honors the Wales family, while the lower portion of the 
crest bears the cross of St. John and honors the Johnson family.

MACE 

The Johnson & Wales University mace symbolizes the ideals 
and values of JWU’s educational philosophy. Cast of silver 
and bronze, it is engraved with the names of our founders 
and presidents, past and present. Our campus locations are 
engraved on the golden bands. On ceremonial occasions, 
university officials carry the mace to display the unity and 
continuity of Johnson & Wales University.

The mace dates to medieval times, when it was first used as a 
weapon. Forbidden to use swords, medieval European bishops 
were allowed to enter battle with a mace — typically an iron 
or steel club designed to split armor. By the 16th century, the 
mace had become a symbol of authority that colleges and 
universities began using ceremonially. That tradition continues 
today, and the mace is carried as part of formal academic 
occasions like these at colleges and universities across the 
globe.

ACADEMIC DRESS

The tradition of wearing distinctive dress for academic reasons 
dates back to the Middle Ages. Today, academic costumes are 
usually worn in the United States by people participating in 
academic ceremonies. 

The faculty and platform party wear regalia representative of 
the degrees they possess. 

HOODS

Originating from the cowls of monastic orders, the hoods are 
the most distinctive part of the academic regalia. Their shape 
and size indicate the level of degree attained, and the colors 
reflect both the academic field as well as the institution that 
granted the degree. 

The fields of study most frequently represented in academic 
processions are the following: 

FIELD OF STUDY COLOR 
Arts, Letters, Humanities White 
Business, Commerce Nugget 
Education Light Blue 
Fine Arts Brown 
Law Purple 
Physician Assistant Studies Green 
Social Work Citron

CAPS

There is more variety in the shape and color of academic hats 
than in any other area. Master’s and doctoral degree recipients 
wear the tassel on the left throughout the ceremony, and the 
doctoral soft-cap often features a gold tassel. 

Symbols of Commencement

To attendees of this event:

Johnson & Wales University has hired 
professional photographers/videographers 
to capture images of this graduation for use 
in educational and promotional materials. 
Attendance at this event constitutes each 
individual’s consent to Johnson & Wales 
University to have their image and voice 
recorded and retransmitted for any and all 
purposes at the university’s discretion. If you 
do not agree with the foregoing, please see a 
university special events staff member.


