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Dear Family, Friends and Graduates of the Class of 2011:

Today is a day of celebration. Our 25th Commencement Ceremony 

recognizes and honors the achievements of our graduates as they begin  

the next stage of their lives. For some, it will mean continuing to live  

in Rhode Island as they pursue their careers or further their education. 

For others, it will be an exciting opportunity in different state or country, 

strengthening Johnson & Wales’ global reach. My colleagues and I wish 

today’s graduates great success as they embark upon their futures.

There have been dramatic changes in the global and U.S. economy since our students first entered the  

university. During this economic unrest, one thing has remained constant: the value of a college degree.  

By choosing to come to Johnson & Wales University, our students are graduating today with the  

knowledge and skills, combined with experiential education and leadership opportunities that will  

propel them on the path to professional success.

To the friends, families and mentors of our graduates, I thank you all for the support you shared as  

these students pursued their education. To our graduates, I commend you for your accomplishments  

both here at JWU and in the communities that you will impact along the way as you pursue your passions, 

dreams and careers. Wherever life takes you, I hope you will remember our campus as a place for  

exploration and growth where you can return to renew acquaintances and share accomplishments.

On behalf of all the members of the JWU community – our faculty, staff and administration – I offer 

heartfelt congratulations and wish you peace and prosperity in the years ahead.

Sincerely,

Irving Schneider, Ph.D.
President, Providence Campus 



Order of Exercises
Academic Procession
Mace Bearer — Jeffrey D. Senese, Ph.D., vice president of academic affairs, Providence Campus
Commencement Marshal — Frank A. Sargent, Ed.D., director of the M.B.A. Program, 
				    Alan Shawn Feinstein Graduate School, Providence Campus
Commencement Marshal — Thomas DiPaola, Ph.D., director of the Educational Leadership Doctoral Program, 
				    Alan Shawn Feinstein Graduate School, Providence Campus
Commencement Marshal — Karen M. Swoboda, director of Teacher Education,
				    Alan Shawn Feinstein Graduate School, Providence Campus

international parade of flags

National Anthem
Kim Frenze

Invocation
Travis Rymer, protestant campus minister, Johnson & Wales University, Providence, R.I.

Introduction of the Class of 2011 Student Speaker
Stacey L. Kite, D.B.A.

Class of 2011 Student Address
Bethany Zemba ’11, Ed.D., Educational Leadership

Presentation of Honorary Degree Candidates
Jeffrey D. Senese, Ph.D.

Conferring of Honorary Degrees
John J. Bowen ’77, chancellor, Johnson & Wales University
Kwan Siu Lui-Tan, founder and director, At-Sunrice GlobalChef Academy, Fort Canning Park, Singapore

Irving Schneider, Ph.D., president, Providence Campus, Johnson & Wales University
John E. Ritacco, president and CEO, Community Mutual Savings Bank and CMS Bankcorp Inc., White Plains, NY

Introduction of the Commencement Speaker
Irving Schneider, Ph.D.

Commencement Address
John E. Ritacco

Presentation of doctoral and Graduate Degree Candidates
Jeffrey D. Senese, Ph.D.

Conferring of doctoral and Graduate Degrees
Irving Schneider, Ph.D.

Induction into the Alumni Association 
Adil Bouzaffour ’04, business manager, MetLife

Benediction
Travis Rymer

Academic Recessional



John e. ritacco
Doctor of Business Administration

John E. Ritacco’s notable banking career spans more than three decades with a variety  
of major financial institutions.

His career began at the former Fleet Bank in Providence, R.I., where he spent 15 years  
in retail banking, franchise leasing and other areas. With perseverance Ritacco worked his 
way up in the financial world, serving as senior vice president for both Union State Bank, 
Orangeburg, N.Y., and First Union National Bank (now Wachovia), White Plains, N.Y.

Since 2005 Ritacco has proudly served as president and CEO of CMS Bancorp, Inc.  
and Community Mutual Savings Bank in White Plains. 

Some of the milestones in Ritacco’s career were successfully converting Community  
Mutual Savings into a publicly-traded company on the NASDAQ exchange in 2007  
and doubling the bank’s assets over the past five years.

Actively involved in many charitable organizations, Ritacco has served on several boards 
including as director and chairman of the board of Junior Achievement of Hudson Valley 
from 2003 to 2005, and as a current board director of Westchester County Association.  
He is also a member of the American Bankers Association and volunteers for Habitat  
for Humanity of Westchester.

His admirable community endeavors have earned him the honors of the 2010  
Mother Mary Walsh Corporate Award from Dominican Family Health Services and  
Father of the Year award from the American Diabetes Association in 2009.

Ritacco earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in History and Political Science at the  
University of Rhode Island. 

Along with his wife, Jean, Ritacco resides in Waccabuc, N.Y. They have three children, 
David, Jason and Amanda.

Honorary Degree Recipient



kwan siu lui-tan
Doctor of Education in Educational Leadership

Kwan Siu Lui-Tan, founder and director of At-Sunrice GlobalChef Academy,  
in Singapore, developed a pioneering spirit early in life while being raised in, and  
exposed to, several countries throughout Asia. She gained her strong sense of  
dedication and self-assuredness at age 10, when she discovered a passion for swimming 
and became a national champion for both Hong Kong and Thailand by age 16.

These traits have served her well during her impressive career, beginning with social  
and consumer research and adult education and training, and later in culinary arts,  
education and entrepreneurship. 

Her venture into culinary arts included launching the first brand of premixed Asian  
spices and the first branded, healthy soybean cooking oil, both sold throughout Asia. 

In 2001, Lui-Tan founded At-Sunrice GlobalChef Academy with equal emphasis on  
Asian and Western cuisines. Within a year she offered the first Asian culinary arts  
study abroad program to JWU students. The academy, now internationally recognized,  
has more than 850 students from 32 countries. 

Lui-Tan’s many community pursuits include being vice chair of the Singapore Symphony 
Orchestra Ladies League and board of trustee chair for New York University’s Tisch School 
of the Arts. She is a committed volunteer and member of the Singapore Chef ’s Association 
and Purdue University’s Alumni Association. In 2006 she received the SPRING Singapore 
Lifetime Achievement Award by Singapore’s Statutory Board’s Standards. 

Lui-Tan holds a bachelor’s degree in communications from Purdue University and a  
master’s degree in mass communication from the University of Hawaii. She and her  
husband, Leon Yuen Leung Lui, reside in Singapore and have a son, Pak Seng Lui  
and a daughter, Oi Leng Lui.

Honorary Degree Recipient



Directors Frank A. Sargent, Ed.D., Thomas DiPaola, Ph.D., Karen M. Swoboda and the faculty of the  
Alan Shawn Feinstein Graduate School proudly present their Classes of 2011.

Congratulations to Paul J. Colbert , Ph.D., Alan Shawn Feinstein Graduate School Teacher of the Year.

Doctor of Education in Educational Leadership  
Degree Recipients

David J. Alba
Perceptions of Crisis Preparedness Among Rhode Island Public School Administrators and First Responders

Major Advisor: Robert K. Gable, Ed.D.

William A. Boerner
Transitional Leadership: Perceptions of Interim Mid-level Student Affairs Professionals

Major Advisor: Felice D. Billups, Ed.D.

Karen Bigos Brennan
Beginning Teacher Induction: Catholic School Administrators’ Perceptions of Program Focus and Their Roles

Major Advisor: Ralph J. Jasparro, Ph.D.

MaryAnn B. Casale
Teachers’ Perceptions of Professional Development: A Delivery Model

Major Advisor: Ralph J. Jasparro, Ph.D.

Michelle K. Casey
Perceived Efficacy and Preparedness of Beginning Teachers to Differentiate Instruction

Major Advisor: Robert K. Gable, Ed.D.

Donna marie Cook
Mentoring New Faculty at a Christian University in the Northeast: Developing a Framework for Programming

Major Advisor: Cynthia V. L. Ward, Ed.D.
 

Susan Heather Cosimini
Female Administrators within Higher Education: Victories, Broken Barriers and Persisting Obstacles

Major Advisor: Stacey L. Kite, D.B.A.

Kelli ann Courville
Teachers’ Perceptions of Core Literacy Components Used in Mandated Reading Curriculum

Major Advisor: Stacey L. Kite, D.B.A.

Jennifer Margaret DeFrance
Student Interactivity in Distance Learning: Using Discussion Boards in the Blackboard Learning System

Major Advisor: Felice D. Billups, Ed.D.

DORRIA L. DIMANNO
College/University Presidents and Crisis Communication: An Interpretive Content Analysis of Newspaper Coverage in the Northeast

Major Advisor: Cynthia V. L. Ward, Ed.D.

Anthony r. Fruzzetti
Promoting Student Engagement With a Virtual Learning Community at an Urban, Private University in the Northeast

Major Advisor: Cynthia V. L. Ward, Ed.D.



jessica lee hammond
Massachusetts Superintendents’ Perceptions of Multi-Hazard Emergency Plans

Major Advisor: Thomas DiPaola, Ph.D.

Tarun Malik ’90 M.s.
College Success: First Year Seminar’s Effectiveness on Freshman Academic and Social Integration,  

Impact on Academic Achievement and Retention at a Southern Institution
Major Advisor: Martin Sivula, Ph.D.

Timothy Jacques Maynard
Relationship of Undergraduate Community Service to Alumni Community Involvement and Leadership

Major Advisor: Cynthia V. L. Ward, Ed.D.

Michael e. McGauvran
High School Males’ Perception of Education: The New Gender Gap 

Major Advisor: Frank A. Pontarelli, Ph.D.

laurel Seval messina
Examining an Adjunct Faculty Professional Development Program Model for a Community College 

Major Advisor: Thomas Sepe, Ph.D.

Javier MontaÑéz
Perspectives of Resilience and Recidivism Among Rhode Island Hispanic Male Adolescents as it Relates to Prior Incarceration

Major Advisor: Ralph J. Jasparro, Ph.D.

elizaBeth a. Moriarty
Relationship of Helicopter Parenting on Autonomy Development in First-Year College Students

Major Advisor: Stacey L. Kite, D.B.A.

Tracey Pakstis-Claiborne
College Adjustment and Student Leadership Roles: Perceptions of Black Students at Predominantly White Institutions

Major Advisor: Felice D. Billups, Ed.D.

Daisy Johanna Sam
Middle School Teachers’ Descriptions of Their Level of Competency in the National Education Technology Standards for Teachers

Major Advisor: Ralph J. Jasparro, Ph.D.

Sonn Sam
High School Principal Ratings of 21st Century Skills Implementation

Major Advisor: Ralph J. Jasparro, Ph.D.

Michael James Sollitto
Perspectives of Public School Teachers on the Characteristics of At-Risk Students

Major Advisor: Robert K. Gable, Ed.D.

Michael Thomas Whaley
Relationship Between Principal Leadership and the Implementation of a Proficiency Based Graduation System

Major Advisor: Thomas DiPaola, Ph.D.

Georgette P. Wilson
Fitting-in: Socio-Cultural Adaptation of International Graduate Students

Major Advisor: Cynthia V. L. Ward, Ed.D.

Bethany c. Zemba
Graduate Students’ Perceptions of Diversity Education and School Climate

Major Advisor: Stacey L. Kite, D.B.A.



* Post-May Graduate

Master of Education in Teaching and Learning  
Degree Recipients

Rebecca Ann Celio
Amanda Ann Dalton
Terri Jean Hebert
Roberta S. Idone

Raymond Kenneth Jackson Jr.
Faye Elizabeth Joost
Ariela McCaffrey
Ray J. McCue

Melanie Smith Noll
Craig Piermarini
Deborah L. Procopio
Laurie A. Tedeschi

Master of Arts in Teaching  
Degree Recipients

Elementary and Elementary Special Education

Samuel B. Abeshouse
Colleen O’Leary Anderson
Lauren A. Bonetti
Stephanie V. Brown
Catherine Elizabeth Bucco
Gina Marie Buontempo

Allyson Jessica Cascione
Cherie Laird Darsch
Cara Lee Gibbons
Kristen Elizabeth Laccinole
Edward Perry III

Shannon Beth Rebelo
Caitlin E. Regan
Melynda Ann Silva
Tiffany A. Spiridakos
Jessica L. Turner

Carolina Almonte
Sally Ann Cascione
Jennifer Diane Mildred Colson
Christopher Darigan
Ronald L. De Palma
Nicole Elizabeth Desrosiers
Emily Dyer

Timothy Kevin Farrell
Shana J. Leffingwell
Michael C. Lopo
Susan Elizabeth Maria 
Jamie Marie Medeiros
Kenneth Nardozza
Myles Evan Point

Carlos Ramirez
Robert Steven Slaughter
Morgan Beth Stein
Inna Ternovaya
Anna Clara Tovello
Hanna A. Vila

Elementary Education and Elementary/Secondary Special Education

Elizabeth L. Bova
Michael A. Kukoski

Joshua J. Ogradowski
Christopher D. O’Reilly

Jessica Lynne Wilcox

Food Service Education

Allison Ann Bell
Allison N. Cresci

Rachel Elizabeth Knowlton
Jane Howard Lazaras

Erin Jean Marino

Business Education and Secondary Special Education



Master of Business Administration  
Degree Recipients

Global Business Leadership

Shoeb Ali
Hany B. Attia
Buckley Saida El Kaoutar Buckley
Caroline Caranci
Tiffany Renee Cardillo
Babita Chaudhary
Chen Chen
Anthony Lawrence Domenici
Jade Marie Flynn*
Yassin Goree-Njie*
Wenhui Guo
Xiankui Jiao*

Pukar Pakhrin Lama
Hakjoon Lee*
Yi-Shan Lee
Luoxi Li*
Hui Liu*
Jia Liu*
Shuai Liu
Jing Lu
Jianping Luo*
Jiwen Mao*
Elena McKittrick
Kwame O. Owusu

Susan Anne Pittsley*
John Joseph Rainone
Ayman Alfy Salib
Geqi Su*
Wenjie Sui
Bunly Tea*
Maria L. Valletta
Hanlu Wang
Xuebo Wang*
Fei Yin
Yanhong Zhao*

Accounting

Olalekan Olufolajimi Adeduji
Vaibhav Agarwal
Jamie L. Almond*
Arya Amatya
Christopher Umberto Assante
Jie Bai*
Sishan Bajracharya 
Sabita Baral
Rebecca Lynn Bates*
Mounir Ben Meziane*
Prabin Bensam
Jigme Dondup Phuntsok Palbar Bista*
Yulia V. Boukhatem
Matthew John Brocklehurst
Katrina Bushmelev
Arpa Chalanonniwat
Chi-Yung Chang*
Jiawen Chen *
Yanyan Chen
Pei-Wen Chi
Stephen Christopher
Maguatte Faye Cissokho
Shruti Rajendra Doshi
Shweta Rajendra Doshi
Hassan Durain Douglin
Abdelillah Essabry*

Absa Fall
Pengpeng Fan
Melissa Fernandes-Chadheen
Nidhi Rajendrakumar Gadiya*
Qian Gao*
Yunpeng Gao*
Edward Gutnik
Zhaoyue He
Hai Thanh Hoang
Yanfei Huang*
Godwin James Ikpe*
Edward Keith Irelan
Thanaphat Jarukasemratana*
Yang Jiang
Anandit Joshi*
Suketu Jayantilal Kachhadia
Richard Paul Katongole
Gurpreet Kaur*
Florence Maimah Kennedy-Ward
Hong Li*
Mingming Li*
Peiming Li
Wanning Li
Jiesi Liu
Wen Liu*
Stefanie Michele Lopes

Wen-Pi Lu*
Zheng Lu
Aruna Maharjan
Marfatia Parin Kamlesh Marfatia*
Kirti Mishra
Ganjiguur Monkhoo*
Adam E. Mscichowski*
Bryan J. Mullin
Johanna M. Nelson
Trang Thi Thanh Nguyen*
Dingnan Ni
Melissa A. Niziolek*
Peter Ugberaese Orukpe
Ekaterina Ozerova
David Paley*
Soonyoung Park
Avadhut Shantaram Parkar
Brijesh Vasantkumar Patel
Gauravkumar R. Patel*
Harikrishna Shashikantbhai Patel
Jigar Navinbhai Patel
Ravi C. Patel*
Porntip Pattaramangkorn*
Anila Piqani 
Kittinun Prangchaikul
Panita Prapasuchart*

Financial Management



* Post-May Graduate

Xuesong Qiao
Huan Qin*
Danilo Rene Quinonez
Mohammad Faruk
Mohammad Furkan M. Qureshi
William L. Reynolds
Richard R. Sanchez*
Kulthida Satornsantikul*
Ranjana Sharma
Irshu Shrestha
Nishant Shrestha
Elizabeth Grace Smith
Bhaveshkumar Kailashchandra Sodani*
Veronica J. Some
Folasayo A. Sonaike
Fan Song
Donna C. Soultanoglou

Chatrapon Sripratum*
Xin Sui
Geliang Sun
Lingna Sun*
Alan M Tattersfield*
Joanne Suzanne Tellier*
Annette Desrene Thomas*
Mohamed Tomota*
Siddhartha Tuladhar
Bolor Tumurbaatar*
Jason Varone*
Daniel J. Vinhais
Yichao Wan
Xinhao Wang
Yinong Wang
Andrea Lynn Ward
Raymond C. Way*

Siyu Xi
Yuzhen Xin
Mehmet Ulas Yakupoglu
Bangzhi Yang*
Sopit Yarosake
Houchen Yu*
Men-Chen Yu*
Na Yu
Te Yu
Aidan Zhang
Chao Zhang
Guo Zhao
Kun Zhao*
Shixin Zhao
Yezhen Zheng*
Qian Zhou

Olusegun M Awoleye
Sean D. Bell
Redouane Boufous
Brahim Ait Boumhaout
Tsetsgee Byambaa
Ying-Yu Chen*
Yung-Lin Chen*
Kirivann Chhoeun
Sabrina Chudzian*
Fatoumata Cisse
Lauren E. Gallagher*
Junyi Ge
Michael Hartwig*

Kathleen Lynn Hicks
Thuy Thach Ho
Zeynep Izmirli*
Jihane Janah
Anak Jantharasawat
Shanket Parag Kotadia
Yuyang Lu
Hemali Bharat Meswani
Sibel Mete*
David A. Morano*
Ran Ni
Michael James Paris Jr.
Sandeep Vijay Parmar

Pratik Prasad*
Jeremias Leite Ramos
Beenal Bhupendra Shah*
Jasneet Singh
Robert Lee Singleton*
Kititee Thanasansomboon
Yun-Jung Tu*
Temuujin Uurtsaikh
Kai Wang*
Wei-Ju Wu*
Ann Marie Xavier
Jinting Xu*

International Trade



Anthony Abu
Jai Prashant Amba Chandra Shekar
Emily N. Asselin
Jon Christopher Baker*
Sharon Alice Barry
Jeffrey Beland
Timothy Drew Bruce
Crystal Kathleen Byers
Yinyin Chen
Danielle Chiappinelli
Joo-Hyoung Cho*
Kenneth Russell Clark IV
Rui N. Costa
Ashley L. Courington
Shengfeng Cui *
Yu Deng
Veronika Merabiyevna Elerdova
Yassine Fanane*
Alan N. Fitzpatrick
Robert Frohnert*
Yilmarie Garcia*
Ira-Frederike Gauss
Anne-Marie Girard
Sachin Gore
Jing Guo*
Taneisha Shamone Hasan
Chung Kit Ho*
Hui-Ju Hsieh*

Wei-Chen Huang
Moira A. Husband
Santrina Nga Huynh
Abdelaziz Iraqi
Ramjibhai J. Kanani
Nirmal Karki
Kyu Tae Kim
Thanh Thi Kim
Bryan J. Lavin
Pei-Shih Liang
Ying Liu*
Xiaoyang Ma*
Viral P. Makwana
Lindsey Ann Mastriani
Michelle Marie Matrazzo
Yuan Mei
Raphaela Melo
Maya Nagavkar
Erin Elizabeth Neff*
Pasiri Nimmannit
Wichuta Ong-Art*
Omorodion Osemwegie
Shih-Ni Pan
Xiaofei Pan
Sade L. Peters*
Brijesh Piya
Hao Quan*
Samiksha Rai

Sumnima Rai
Diana Lynn Richardson*
Pravin Rimal
Holly A. Roderick*
Betty Yolanda Roumou*
Kento Sakuma*
Sasiprapa Sanguanwongse
Jeanette A. Scarcella
Alexandra Marie Serret
Brooke Ashlee Souza
Sheryl A. Spanos
Li Sun*
Siddharth Tikku
Anubhav Dinesh Tiwari
Christelle Marie Virginie Tomasini
Yu-Chen Tsai*
Pei-San Tseng
Giuseppe Vitale
Hui-Hsuan Wang*
Xiaoran Wei
Mei-Hsien Wu
Rui Wu
Yuet Yong*
Jin Yu
Cheng Zhang*
Kai Zhang*
Yue Zhang
Yuexing Zhang

Marketing



* Post-May Graduate

Carolyn Marie Abington*
Moulay Omar Alaoui Adib*
Manar Abduraouf Alnasr
Ahmad Alrashedi
Justin Barton
James R. Beauvais
Lisa O. Betcher
Niraj Bhatta
Robert Edward Blanchette
Susan A. Bruce
Cara Marie Bubar
Donna Conway Callahan*
Dilsah E. Canoglu
Bethany Marie Caputo*
Nicole Carin Carota
Michelle Milagros Carrasco
Gregory P. Celentano
Chi-Chang Chiang
Lorena Mary Confer
Dorothy J. Costa*
Amy Lynn Crossley
Yang Cui
Alp Demiroz*
Donald Dooley III*
Peter Drago
Amanda J. Ducach
Sara Diane Duquette
Susan J. Evers*
Laura B. Fellela
Joyce H. Ferland*
Joseph M. Flores*
Richard William Fonseca

Cristina Alexandra Frint*
Jennifer Gay*
Mark J. Giorgio*
Monica Jean Govey*
Kari F. Hadden*
Chung-Lin Huo
Waleed Fouad H. Hussain
Shabnam Joshi
Kristina Juskaite
Ella Mae Kaba
Indra Karki
Pratima Karki
Somalisa Ker*
Serife Funda Koc
Samuel Kayode Komolafe
Liudmila Aleksandrovna Kravchenko
Olga Vladimirovna Li
Yan Li
Yi-Chun Lin
Chenguang Liu*
Jianxiao Liu
Jie Long
Rachel P. Manda*
Doreen Mars
Michael E. Murphy*
Tania Vassileva Nenkova
Cuong D. Nguyen*
Jennifer Lynn Olson
Mohit Pandey
Rijushree Pant*
Pujaben Rameshchandra Patel*
Parth Janardan Pathak

Jessica Lynn Pattie*
Jennifer D. Pereira*
Marios Pitsillides
Rachael L. Potts*
Rebecca R. Reifel
William Michael Richardson*
Sandra Rupp*
Elizabeth K. Salhany
Philip M. Santini
Victor Manuel Saraiva
Aras Sarioglu
Vishrut Sharma
Reema R. Shelke
Chaitali Sunil Shethiajiwala
Sailendra Shrestha
Richard John Silva III
Kelly C. Sullivan*
Jianxi Sun
Stephanie M. Sunday
Harshada Mohan Tamhankar
Yikang Tang*
Matthew Tanner
Wan-Ting Tsai
Bin Wang
Li Wang
Cheryl Wolfe*
Jian Wu
Shuang Wu
Friska Yohanis
Xiaoyu Zhai*

Organizational Leadership



Ali Alalmai
Mansour Talal A. Alansari
Abdulaziz Khalid H. Alotaibi
Melanie R. Bicknell*
Ningning Cai
Chi-Chun Chang*
Ke Chen*
Hyun Ju Chung
Sherene Kilohana Cote*
Pedro A. Diaz*
Wenyan Gao
Yanyan Ge*
Wei-Lun Guey*
Vorarit Hansuebsai
Jing Huang*
Ping-Han Huang*
Chih-Wei Hung*
Yu Ri Im*
Kaer Jia
Chenwei Kang*
Dayuan Kang*
Salih Onur Karaca*
Liwae Karzazi

Bala Ravindra Kodela
Yang Li
Yao Li
Tao Liang
Chun-Ying Lin*
Jing Lin*
Apichaya Mahintoratep
Wenbo Man*
Saverio Mancini
Lauren Elyse Manfredi
Anh Thi Bao Nguyen*
Romaben Bharatbhai Parikh
Stacey Lynn Patch
Vero Philip Piacentini*
Zhihai Qin*
Pauline Anne Wambui Rungu
Juthathip Sethasomboon
Yin-Chia Shao
Atul R. Sharma
Janmejay Shishupal Sononi*
Wenxi Su
Xi Su
Chantarat Sukpanich

Elizabeth Ashlee Swart
Amer Ibrahim A. Tashkandi
Thitid Tassanakajohn
Janvi Dilip Thakkar
Chi-Hui Tseng
Qian Wang
Xin Wang*
Yang Wang
Yufan Wang*
Zhe Wang*
Jia Wu
Xuanxuan Xu*
Junbing Ye*
Dong Hyok Yoo
Wenying Yu*
Dongnan Zhang
Bairan Zhao
Fen Zhao*
Siyu Zhao
Caitong Zhong*
Ye Zhou
Zheng Zhu*

Marketing

Hospitality

Adil Ait Lahri*
Lakeisha S. Beneby
Kwanporn Boonnag*
Monique Janelle Bryan
Olivia Lynn Carr
Aunchisa Chareonwiwatanakij
Celine Marie Chauvet*
Chao-Nan Chen
Jie Chen*
Junwei Chen
Shu-Hui Chiu*
Albert Ross Crimaldi*
Shannan Dianne Daisley
Myung Ji Doh*
Juhi Dubey
Melih Eker*
Musa Aydin Eker*
Jiaqi Fan*
Alena Aleksandrovna Gavrilina
Delong Geng
Leah Olivia Gibson*
Matthew T. Girard
Yu Gu*
Sonakshi Gulati

Di He*
Hsiu-Min Hou
Jennifer Frances Howland
Benjamin Somers Huber
Yunhee Jang*
Yang Jin*
Yilin Jin*
Men Tung Kuok
Chia-Ling Lee
Zhoumu Li*
Chien-Su Lien
Chi-Ping Lin*
Yi-Chun Lin
Rong Liu
Ashley C. Lundh
Yujie Ma*
Yi Miao
Yuri Mun*
Lina Naciri*
Charletty Armanda Nieuwkerk*
Tuba Odabasioglu*
Waralee Orwatthana*
Min Ouyang
Kumar Dhiraj Panday

Dipam Pankajbhai Patel*
Olena Ponomarenko
Zhenzhen Qu*
Amy E. Rittgarn
Stefanie J. Roderick
Donna Marie Rogers
Evgeniya Aleksandrovna Ryabchikova
Jenna Leigh Sharples*
Yanika Sinitskul
Ming Song
Yi Sun*
Courtney E. Swaidner
Jingwen Tang*
Xiaoxiao Tang
Helerin Voit
Yiqi Wang
Wei-Hsuan Wu*
Wencong Yang*
Xiaokai Yuan
Tianyi Zhang
Jing Zhao
Yijiao Zhao*

Event Leadership



Johnson & Wales University

Board of Trustees

John A. Yena, chairman of the board, Johnson & Wales University
John J. Bowen ’77, chancellor, Johnson & Wales University
Richard L. Bready, chairman and chief executive officer, Nortek Inc., Providence, R.I.
David F. Brochu, president, Kleossum Inc., North Conway, N.H.
Michele Bailey DiMartino ’91, global human resources officer, Global Lodging Services 
	 and Organizational Capacity, Marriott International Inc., Bethesda, Md.
Gerald A. Fernandez ’86, president, Multicultural Foodservice & Hospitality Alliance, Providence, R.I.
Laura Freid, chief executive officer and executive director, Silk Road Project Inc., Boston, Mass.
James H. Hance Jr., former vice chairman and chief financial officer, Bank of America Corp., Charlotte, N.C.
Don W. Hubble, chairman emeritus, Angelica Corp., Blowing Rock, N.C.
Walter L. Isenberg, president and chief executive officer, Sage Hospitality Resources, Denver, Colo.
Emeril J. Lagasse ’78, chef, restaurateur, television personality and author, Emeril’s Homebase, New Orleans, La.; 
	 president and founder, Emeril’s Brand, Martha Stewart Living Omnimedia, New York, N.Y.
John Martin ’86, president, The Capital Grille, Orlando, Fla.
Merrill W. Sherman, president and chief executive officer, Bancorp Rhode Island Inc., Providence, R.I.
Thomas E. Skains, chairman, president and chief executive officer, Piedmont Natural Gas, Charlotte, N.C.
Guy B. Snowden, director, SnowMark Corp., Vero Beach, Fla.
Edward P. Triangolo Jr., managing partner, Triangolo Professional Group, Sunrise, Fla.
William E. Trueheart, chief executive officer, Achieving the Dream: Community Colleges Count, Chapel Hill, N.C.
John H. White Jr., president, Taco Inc., Cranston, R.I.

Members of the Corporation

Barbara L. Bennett, senior vice president of law & policy and corporate secretary, Johnson & Wales University
Stephen J. Caldeira, president and chief executive officer, International Franchise Association, Washington, D.C.
Warrick Carter, president, Columbia College Chicago, Chicago, Ill.
Loreen Chant ’89, president, North Miami Campus, Johnson & Wales University
Louis E. D’Amico, legacy trustee, former vice president and treasurer, Duro Industries Inc., Barrington, R.I.
Edward Davis, executive director, DECA Inc., Reston, Va.
Christopher T. Del Sesto, legacy trustee, former senior vice president, treasurer and university counsel, 
	 Johnson & Wales University, Cranston, R.I.
Bradford S. Dimeo, president, Dimeo Construction Company, Providence, R.I.
Thomas L.G. Dwyer, vice chancellor and executive vice president, Johnson & Wales University
Michael Friedman, president and vice-chairman, Monarch Industries; president, PM Industries Inc., Warren, R.I.
Dana H. Gaebe, attorney at law, Gaebe & Kezirian, Providence, R.I.
Morris J.W. Gaebe, trustee emeritus and chancellor emeritus, Johnson & Wales University
Arthur J. Gallagher, president, Charlotte Campus, Johnson & Wales University
Veera S. Gaul ’91 M.S., provost, Johnson & Wales University
Abraham Goldfarb, legacy trustee, president, National Banner Company; general manager, ABOA, Dallas, Texas
Alan Gould, management and creative consultant; former publisher, Nation’s Restaurant News, Bedford Hills, N.Y.
Edward P. Grace III, president, Phelps-Grace International Inc., Orlando, Fla.
Fanny Hanono, treasurer, Perry Ellis International; vice president, GFX Corp., Miami, Fla.
William H. Heisler III, honorary trustee, Medford, N.J.
Doris Magsaysay Ho, president and chief executive officer, Magsaysay Maritime Corporation, Manila, Philippines
Scott K. Keefer, legacy trustee, senior partner, Macktaz, Keefer & Kirby, Woonsocket, R.I.
Richard J. Kosh, provost emeritus, Johnson & Wales University, West Warwick, R.I.
Katherine Littlefield, parent representative, Skillman, N.J.
Bette Matkowski, president, Denver Campus, Johnson & Wales University
William F. McArdle, treasurer and chief financial officer, Johnson & Wales University
Donald G. McGregor, president emeritus, North Miami Campus, Johnson & Wales University, Boulder City, Nev.
Manuel Pimentel Jr., former senior vice president emeritus of university relations, Johnson & Wales University, Coventry, R.I.
Arthur S. Robbins, principal, Robbins Properties Inc., Providence, R.I.



Officers of the Corporation

John A. Yena, D.B.A. (hon.), D.Ed.A. (hon.), chairman of the board
John J. Bowen ’77, M.M., D.B.A. (hon.), chancellor
Thomas L.G. Dwyer, M.B.A., executive vice president
William F. McArdle, B.S., C.P.A., treasurer and chief financial officer
Barbara L. Bennett, J.D., corporate secretary
Mim L. Runey, LP.D., chief operating officer
Veera S. Gaul, Ph.D., ’91 M.S., provost
Wayne M. Kezirian, J.D., senior vice president
Joseph J. Greene Jr. ’98 M.S., C.P.A., assistant treasurer
Emily A. Gilcreast, B.S., assistant corporate secretary

Sylvia E. Robinson, president, SER Associates, Oak Hill, Va.
Patricia R. Roche, partner, Roche-Rooney Financial Services, Annapolis, Md.
Mim L. Runey, chief operating officer and senior vice president of regional campuses, Johnson & Wales University
Irving Schneider, president, Providence Campus, Johnson & Wales University
Paul Stonely, president, National Commission for Cooperative Education, Boston, Mass.
Howard G. Sutton, publisher, president and chief executive officer, Providence Journal Company, Providence, R.I.
William R. Tiefel, chairman, Carmax Inc.; chairman emeritus, The Ritz-Carlton Hotel Company LLC, Washington, D.C.
Robert J. Tingle ’50, legacy trustee, former first vice president/financial consultant, RBC Dain Rauscher, East Greenwich, R.I.
Vilma G. Triangolo ’36, honorary trustee, Vero Beach, Fla.
Terry Vince, legacy trustee, former president, Sovereign Hotels, Gloucester, Mass.
Zolon A. Wilkins Jr., president, Lexington Interests Inc., Dallas, Texas
David A. Wilson, president and chief executive officer, Graduate Management Admission Council, McLean, Va.

and the members of the Board of Trustees

v v v

Diplomas will be awarded upon completion of all university requirements.

The appearance of a student’s name in this program does not necessarily indicate that all graduation requirements  
have been met. Graduate names are based on records posted on the university’s Student Academic Services Web site,  

with spellings verified by students and submitted for publication as of April 18, 2011.

For the safety of everyone in attendance and to comply with local fire department regulations,  
guests are requested to remain in their seats during the program.  

Ushers are stationed at the foot of each aisle should you need assistance.

After the ceremony, guests may join the graduates  
outside under the marque of the Providence Performing Arts Center. 

Once the academic recessional has ended, graduates and guests may return to  
the arena to use the stage as a backdrop for photographs.

For your convenience, today’s commencement ceremony is being  
professionally photographed (and videotaped) by Grad Images®.

For information on ordering photos (or a DVD of the ceremony),  
please contact Grad Images® at 800-261-2576 or online at www.gradimages.com. 

Grad Images® has agreed to provide a free 5x7 of the graduate’s choice to each graduate  
that provides his/her e-mail and mailing address to Grad Images®.

v v v



Symbols of Commencement

Academic Dress

The tradition of wearing distinctive dress for academic reasons dates back to the Middle Ages. Today, academic costumes 
are usually worn in the United States by people participating in academic ceremonies. The academic dress at  
Johnson & Wales University meets the standards set by the Intercollegiate Bureau of Academic Costume. All students 
wear the standard black gown and square “Oxford cap.”

Students graduating with at least a 3.40 cumulative grade point average (GPA) wear a gold cord to designate their  
honors status.

Bachelor’s degree recipients also wear academic hoods representing their higher level of education. The hood worn at 
JWU is black with blue, white and golden-yellow trim to signify the school colors.

The faculty and platform party wear regalia representative of the degrees they possess. The president and other university 
officials wear caps and gowns designed exclusively for JWU. The honorary degree recipients will wear the academic 
costume and hood appropriate for the degree being conferred upon them.

Tassel

The tassels worn on the graduation caps are usually black in color and worn on the right front side of the cap before 
degrees are conferred and moved to the left after the degrees are awarded.

Johnson & Wales University Mace

The Johnson & Wales University mace symbolizes the ideals and values of JWU’s educational philosophy, and serves as 
a timeline of the university’s history. The mace was designed and created in 2002 to serve as an emblem of our ideals.

Cast of silver and bronze, it is engraved with the names of our founders and presidents, past and present. Our campus 
locations are engraved on the golden bands. On ceremonial occasions, university officials carry the mace to display  
the unity and continuity of Johnson & Wales University.

University Seal

The university seal represents Johnson & Wales University’s roots. The year at the top of the shield, 
1914, is the year that the university was founded by Gertrude I. Johnson and Mary T. Wales.  
The dragon of St. George on the upper portion of the crest honors the Wales family, while the  
lower portion of the crest bears the cross of St. John and honors the Johnson family.

university Logotype

The university logo was launched in October 2007. As JWU  
approaches its 100-year anniversary, the logo honors the past  
by incorporating the family crests of the two founders. It also holds  
a clear connection to the university seal, further positioning JWU  
as a leader in higher education. The official colors of blue and white 
with an accent of gold reflect the university’s history as well.


